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CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2013     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   44  33  33   T     T     0  Feeble flurries and sprinkles.
 2   40  32  32   T     T     0  Feeble flurries early afternoon.
 3   38  29  33   T     T     0  Feeble flurries around 1000.
 4   40  30  33
 5   48  31  37
 6   42  37  39  0.16            Sprinkles dawn to noon; rain noon to dusk.
 7   47  35  38
 8   46  31  37   T     T     0  Light snow during AM commute time.
 9   62  29  35
10   61  28  41
11   60  39  55   T              Sprinkles toward midnight.
12   58  42  42  1.49            Rain predawn till midday; heavy toward noon.
13   49  33  33   T              Sprinkles early to mid afternoon.
14   42  30  33   T     T     0  Brief snow shower at early dawn.
15   54  26  47
16   47  33  34  0.25  0.5    T  Wet snow 0900-1600, mixed w/ PL, rain at times.
17   40  31  32               0
18   37  29  35  0.52  1.4    1  Rain/PL/snow 1500-1630 > wet snow > rain eve.
19   52  34  36  0.05   T     0  Drizzle predawn; light rain/snow 0800-0930.
20   48  34  37
21   38  29  29   T     T     0  Occasional feeble flurries.
22   43  28  33   T     T     0  Flurries during midday.
23   49  33  33
24   47  28  39                  / Intense wet snow daybreak to 0800 then lgt...
25   39  34  36  0.46  2.8    T  |...snow > rain into aftn. Most melted by dusk.
26   53  35  39  0.02         0  Shower toward sunset.

27   51  36  37
28   48  36  44   T              Occasional sprinkles during afternoon.
29   53  36  37
30   59  30  37
31   56  35  48  0.10  [EASTER]  Drizzle and occasional light rain PM.
SUM 1491 1006    3.05  4.7    1
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 40.3 (-1.7)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 48.1 (-4.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 32.5 (+0.6)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 62 (-13) on 9th  (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   42 on 12th       (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  26 (+10) on 15th (record  5 on 19 Mar 1993)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    37 on 18th       (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      758 (4315)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.05 (-1.11)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   9.66 (-1.44)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.49 on 12th      (record 3.12  21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.49 on 12th-12th (rec 3.62  21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      4.7 (+0.9)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       15.5 (-12.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    2.8 on 25th      (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  2.8 on 25th-25th (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         3 on 25th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 8th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.28 on 10th, 18th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.45 on 25th
HIGHLIGHTS
While the month of March can be expected to bring a noticeable warming trend and thawing from the “dead of winter”, this March brought more of the same moderately cold weather, which dominated the previous four months, with three wet snowfalls.  March at Reading 4 SW added 4.7” to the season snow total, pushing that total to 15.5”, which is slightly over half the long-term average.  The 4.7 during March was more than January and February combined (4.0), normally the two snowiest months, but less than December’s 5.6.  However, all of this March’s measurable snow came during the second half, which is normally to be more like spring.  The greatest snow of 2.8” fell within a couple of hours shortly after daybreak of Monday the 25th and became one of the greatest spring March snowfalls for the Reading area during the last 116 years.  This snowfall was unofficially considered the “onion snow” which is typically an early spring snowfall of a coating to an inch.  Though considerably more than an inch, it melted within a few hours as most onion snows have done.  The other two measurable snowfalls likewise melted quickly.  Flurries or non-accumulating snow fell on at least eight other days this March, reinforcing a lingering wintry flavor.  
Although this March’s extreme maximum temperature was only 62, 13 degrees below the average extreme March maximum temperature, the extreme monthly minimum temperature was 26, which is 10 degrees above the average extreme March minimum. Nevertheless, the lack of really warm weather further impressed many folks that spring was being delayed this year.  Indeed, late winter and early spring blooms were to lag a few weeks behind schedule.  While such a prolonging of weather more typical of winter all the way through March has not been too unusual, folks seem to remember the previous three Marches when the transition to typical spring weather came early.  Further, while this March averaged only 1.7 degrees subnormal overall, the daily maximum temperatures averaged 4.1 below while the daily minimums averaged 0.6 above normal.  The persistence of winds from the north and periods of cloudiness kept temperatures within a narrow range.  

Despite many mostly or totally cloudy days, precipitation totaled only 3.05, which is slightly over an inch subnormal.  Almost half of the whole month’s precipitation (1.49) fell on Tuesday the 12th, and it was all rain as the drenching coincided with the warmest overall day of the month.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)
Avg Temp 40.3 – 7th coldest of 29           (35.9 in 1993 to 52.0 in 2012)
Precip   3.05 – 10th driest of 31           (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993) 
Snowfall  4.7 – 11th most snow of 31        (0.0 in 2012 to 16.4 in 1984)
