 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2013     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   59  36  39   T              Mid afternoon sprinkles; foggy predawn.
 2   45  31  35
 3   48  29  34
 4   53  27  42
 5   63  37  42
 6   55  35  45
 7   64  42  58
 8   78  46  68
 9   84  62  71
10   88  62  63  0.96            TSTMS ~1825 and ~2055 about equal; vivid LTG.
11   70  51  51
12   51  44  46  0.64            Rain mostly 0630 to 0830; o/w lgt rain more…
13   61  42  46                   …off than on.
14   63  40  50
15   63  46  53  0.02            Light rain 0700 to 1030 then partly sunny.
16   71  50  63
17   73  54  57  0.03            Occasional light rain before dawn.
18   62  55  62  0.09            Light rain during midday.
19   77  50  50  0.99            Daytime sprinkles; eve (T-)showers; heaviest…
20   57  41  41  0.04            …~1900, ended by 0030.
21   56  34  43
22   57  34  44
23   59  44  46
24   74  40  52  0.05            Light showers after dusk…
25   63  43  43   T               …ended long before dawn.
26   65  40  43
27   71  36  51
28   72  44  54  0.02            Light rain after dusk.
29   59  52  56  0.44            Periods of light rain and drizzle…
30   71  49  49  0.02            …ended shortly after daybreak then clearing.
31   --  --  --
SUM 1932 1296    3.30  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 53.8 (+0.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 64.4 (*0.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 43.2 (+1.7)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 88 (*3) on 10th  (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   45 on 2nd        (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  27 (-2) on 4th   (record 23 on 07 Apr 2002+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    62 on 9th,10th   (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      346 (4661)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      18 (18)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.30 (-0.75)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   12.96 (-2.19)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.99 on 19th      (record 2.58  15 Apr 2007)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.03 on 19th-20th (rec 3.09  15-16 Apr 1983)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.6)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       15.5 (-12.9)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on     
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 10th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.59 on 21st, 22nd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.53 on 19th
HIGHLIGHTS
The chill of March continued a few days into April, culminating with this April’s minimum temperature of 27 on Thursday the 4th.  Then a dramatic turnaround to seasonable and then summery temperatures ensued from the 5th to the 10th, climaxing at a high of 88 on Wednesday the 10th.  The high this day at the Airport (RDG) reached also 88 and surpassed the previous record high for 10 April of 85 from 1922.  This was officially for the Reading area the first date record temperature of any category since 103 on Saturday 7 July 2012.  However, any early taste of summer in April cannot be expected to last, and this one was no exception.  Chilly weather returned for a few days beginning on Saturday the 20th and included two near-freezing lows of 34.  Departures from normal were modest during the unspecified periods of this April.  Overall, the numbers of cooler than normal and warmer than normal days were about the same.  However, the huge plus departures during the summery period of the 9th and 10th proved too much to be offset.  Thus, this April ended in the high-end normal range temperature-wise. 

After a dry first nine days, a pair of briefly intense thunderstorms developed during the evening of the 10th as an encroaching cold front began to clash with the heat of the day.  These two storms about two and a half hours apart and nearly equal in intensity brought vivid lightning and brief downpours totaling almost an inch.  This was the first occurrence of thunder at Reading 4 SW for year 2013.  The only other thunderstorm occurred during the evening of Friday the 19th and was also briefly very heavy.  These brief thunderstorm downpours accounted for over half the month’s total precipitation of 3.30.  Other rainfalls were mainly light.  Since the thunderstorm downpours were rather spotty, some areas of Berks County collected less than 3 inches of rain.  However, some other areas were hit even harder and amassed over 4 inches of rain during this April.  Overall, precipitation at Reading 4 SW totaled moderately subnormal and slightly below the median of the last 31 years.   Precipitation this April was all rain, so this season’s total snowfall should end at 15.5 inches.   
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)
Avg Temp 53.8 – 11th warmest of 29           (49.7 in 2007 to 56.9 in 2010)
Precip   3.30 – 14th driest of 31            (0.65 in 1985 to 9.81 in 1983) 
Snowfall  0.0 – 1st least (10-way) of 31     (0.0 in 10 years to 5.1 in 2003)
