 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
May 2013     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   73  40  50
 2   74  41  51
 3   69  46  46
 4   72  40  51
 5   69  42  48
 6   70  44  56
 7   75  55  61  0.13            Shower late afternoon; again late evening.
 8   71  59  59  2.07            Periods of rain, heavy at times, mostly…
 9   71  56  56   T              …0600-1230; little thunder.  Ocnl sprinkles.
10   82  53  64  0.50            Rain w/ embedded thunderstorm after dark.
11   75  58  58  0.62            Showers into early aftn; late aftn T-storm.
12   61  47  47
13   56  40  40
14   62  33  52  0.01            Scattered frost, rare for mid May.
15   73  50  61   T              Light rain at cusp with the 14th.
16   84  57  64  0.05            Light rain 0600-0800.
17   76  54  59
18   69  59  60  0.01            Occasional light rain afternoon.
19   66  58  62  0.05            Occasional drizzle and light rain.
20   82  60  68  0.01            Occasional drizzle till early daylight.
21   87  64  73
22   91  68  69  0.01            Light shower ~2100.
23   77  64  64  1.09            Hvy TSTM (1.00) 1310-1340. Then few light (T-)…
24   64  47  47  0.04            …showers into AM of 24th.
25   63  46  52
26   71  48  49
27   74  41  58
28   64  56  62  0.34            Steady lgt rain 0700-1300; tapered, ended 1500. 
29   89  61  73
30   93  66  75
31   93  67  78
SUM 2296 1620    4.93  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 63.2 (+0.8)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 74.1 (+0.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 52.3 (+1.4)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 93 (+2) on 30,31 (record 98 on 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   68 on 22nd       (record 72 on 30 May 2011+)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  33 (-3) on 14th  (record 31 on 14 May 1996)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    56 on 13th       (record 49 on 02 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      137 (4798)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      89 (107)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.93 (+0.45)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   17.89 (-1.74)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        2.07 on 8th       (record 3.12  19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    2.20 on 7th-8th   (rec 4.10  05-06 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       15.5 (-12.9)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 May 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 May 0000) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on     
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           4 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           28 on 25th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.41 on 1st, 2nd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.66 on 15th
HIGHLIGHTS
This May brought a mixture of heat and chill.  The only really unseasonably cold weather came toward mid month when a high temperature of 56 on Monday the 13th was followed by a near-freezing low of 33 on early Tuesday the 14th.  But they were the only high and low temperatures below 60 and 40 respectively this May.  During the last 30 years at Reading 4 SW, the only freezing temperature in May was 31 on 14 May 1996, and there were three other 33s, one of them even later in the month than this year’s.  The hot days of this May were not as unusual; however, warmer than normal days were more numerous and thus slightly more than offset the cooler than normal days.  It was the heat of the last two days which tipped the balance to the plus side after being exactly normal through the 29th.  Also, the Memorial augmented weekend this year was the first since 2005 which was not nearly or fully summery.  While it was rather cool, the mostly clear and dry weather still made for a fairly pleasant holiday.  It was just a little cool for outdoor swimming. 

Like the previous six months, this May produced little or no precipitation during the first seven days of the month.  But the early drought changed dramatically during the morning of Wednesday the 8th when a band of heavy rain with rumbles of thunder persisted from northern Chester County to western Berks County, and brought 1.5 to over 3 inches of rain to a narrow swath which included Reading 4 SW.  While Reading 4 SW amassed nearly 2” in six hours, some nearby areas collected around 3”.  Meanwhile, areas which missed this rain band or were under it only briefly got much lower rainfall amounts from this system and consequently for the month.   Additional substantial showers or thunderstorms soaked Reading 4 SW only two days later and again on Thursday the 23rd shortly before the start of the Memorial holiday.  These heavy rainfalls plus a few light ones produced a high-end average monthly total of 4.93 which was one of the greater totals in Berks County this May but not as great as neighboring Shillington which amassed 5.99.  Meanwhile, many areas of Berks County had totals under 4.00 including as little as 2.49 at Hamburg.
For the spring quarter (calendar months of March, April, May) temperatures averaged 52.4 (-0.0) where slightly warmer than normal April and May exactly offset a cool March.  Precipitation totaled 11.22 (-1.41) with only minor departures from normal all three months, but more minus.  Snowfall of 4.7 came all during March with 2.8 of it on the 25th.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MAY)
Avg Temp 63.2 – 15th warmest of 29        (57.7 in 2005 to 68.3 in 2004, 2010)
Precip   4.93 – 11th wettest of 31        (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989) 
Snowfall  0.0 – Last occurrence of May flurries was 9 May 1977.
