 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
October 2013     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   80  52  58 
 2   85  54  63 
 3   83  57  66
 4   86  62  70  0.02            Light shower ~ midnight, distant thunder N…
 5   87  66  71  0.01            …missed moderate rain 1/2 mile to E. Early fog.
 6   82  68  69
 7   76  52  52  0.95            After morning sprinkles, rain was heavy at…
 8   68  47  50                  …times midday into early afternoon.
 9   61  48  55
10   57  52  56  1.66            Periods of rain, heavy at times, from dawn…

11   64  56  63  2.57            …till next late afternoon.      
12   73  58  63
13   71  52  52  0.01            Little rain before dawn.
14   71  46  51                  Early day fog, visibility 1/8 mile.
15   74  47  59
16   65  53  61
17   73  61  62  0.07            Showers ~1700 (0.01) and 2115-2135 (0.06).
18   64  44  44
19   63  40  52  0.13            PM sprinkles; shower 1900-1930, heavy ~1925.
20   63  43  43
21   67  37  48
22   62  39  39  0.02            Light rain late morning.
23   54  38  42   T              Few drops early afternoon. 
24   52  38  41
25   53  35  38
26   56  31  47                  First heavy frost or freeze of this fall.
27   57  37  37
28   62  32  40
29   61  36  42
30   63  42  48                  Early day fog.
31   67  48  65  0.08            Light rain after 1900.
SUM 2100 1471    5.52  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 57.6 (+2.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 67.7 (+2.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 47.5 (+3.3)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 87 (+6) on 5th   (record 91 on 07 Oct 2007)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   68 on 6th        (record 70 on 13 Oct 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  31 (-0) on 26th  (record 22 on 31 Oct 1988)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    52 on 24th       (record 38 on 30 Oct 2002)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      267 (346)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      45 (1184)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.52 (+1.12)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   46.03 (+2.46)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        2.57 on 11th      (record 7.83  08 Oct 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    3.55 on 10th-11th (rec 7.24  07-08 Oct 2005)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 5.5 on 29 Oct 2011)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 5.5 on 29-29 Oct 2011) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on     
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           23 on 7th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.35 on 29th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.60 on 23rd
HIGHLIGHTS
Summery temperatures made one more comeback during the first week of this October and peaked with a high of 87 on Saturday the 5th.  A cold front, which was accompanied with heavy showers on Monday the 7th, abruptly ended summer’s last hurrah.  Subnormal temperatures dominated the remainder of the month, but were interrupted by some moderate warmth.  Third week temperatures were more characteristic of November, and included the first fall freezing temperature during the morning of Saturday the 26th which is close to the average date of the first fall freeze at Reading 4 SW.  Even so, this October’s chill was not enough to offset the anomalous warmth of the first week, and the month ended at nearly 3 degrees above normal on average.
Although rainfall this October totaled moderately above normal, the month contained long periods with little rain.  That is because the great majority, 5.18 of the 5.52, fell within a five-day period.  Nearly an inch (0.95) fell on Monday the 7th, courtesy of the strong cold front mentioned above.  While that cold front was ushering in much cooler weather, Tropical Storm Karen was weakening over Florida and about to morph into a remnant low near coastal North Carolina at the tail of the same cold front.  Copious moisture wrapped northwestward over the Middle Atlantic States as the remnant low remained stationary for a few days.  The result was heavy to historic rainfalls, mostly during Thursday the 10th and Friday the 11th.  While rainfalls during these two days soaked the Reading area with 3 to 5 inches (4.23 at Reading 4 SW), 6 to 10 inches inundated the region from north-central Maryland to south-central Pennsylvania where heavy rain was more persistent, and in some areas lasted one to two days longer.  Harrisburg established a new record wet October at 11.04 (9.75 from this storm system), well above the previous wettest of 9.87 from 1976.  Meanwhile, the Lehigh Valley was only moderately wetted with around an inch or less.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (OCTOBER)
Avg Temp 57.6   4th warmest of 30         (49.0 in 1987 to 62.5 in 2007)
Precip   5.52 – 10th wettest of 31        (0.83 in 2001 to 12.83 in 2005) 
Snowfall  0.0 – 1st least of 31           (0.0 in 28 years to 5.5 in 2011)
