LOCAL CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA

READING 4 SW, PENNSYLVANIA          2013 ANNUAL SUMMARY

        ELEVATION 320 FEET MSL    LATITUDE 40.316251    LONGITUDE -75.988661
                           OBSERVATION TIME (LMT): 24:00

                     ----- TEMPERATURES  (°F) -----                          PRECIPITATION (IN.)    - SNOWFALL  (IN.) -

                     EXTREME      ---- AVERAGE ----   TOTAL DEGREE DAYS      MONTH   MAX    MAX     MONTH   MAX    MAX

             MONTH   MAX  MIN     MAX    MIN    AVG  HEATNG COOLNG GROWNG    TOTAL  1-DAY  24-HR    TOTAL  1-DAY  24-HR  MONTH

               JAN    67   10    41.7   27.6   34.7     931                   4.32   1.25   2.47      1.3    1.0    1.0    JAN

               FEB    56   16    39.9   26.5   33.2     883                   2.29   0.42   0.56      2.7    1.1    1.1    FEB

               MAR    62   26    48.1   32.5   40.3     758            37     3.05   1.49   1.49      4.7    2.8    2.8    MAR

               APR    88   27    64.4   43.2   53.8     346     18    247     3.30   0.99   1.03                           APR

               MAY    93   33    74.1   52.3   63.2     137     89    451     4.93   2.07   2.20                           MAY

               JUN    94   51    82.7   63.3   73.0       1    248    683     8.15   2.11   2.11                           JUN

               JUL    97   57    87.2   70.1   78.6            431    849     7.55   2.82   2.85                           JUL

               AUG    89   51    81.7   63.9   72.8            248    707     5.23   2.75   2.75                           AUG

               SEP    94   42    77.2   54.0   65.6      79    105    493     1.69   0.82   0.83                           SEP

               OCT    87   31    67.7   47.5   57.6     267     45    328     5.52   2.57   3.55                           OCT

               NOV    73   17    51.6   33.7   42.7     665            80     2.81   1.10   1.74       T      T      T     NOV

               DEC    67   16    43.2   27.6   35.4     913                   4.88   1.26   1.27     11.3    3.4    3.4    DEC

              YEAR    97   10    63.4   45.3   54.4    4980   1184   3875    53.72   2.82   3.55     20.0    3.4    3.4   YEAR
               DEP    -0   +5    -0.4   +1.4   +0.5     -75   +105    +83    +1.78                   -9.1                  DEP
         ANNUAL TEMPERATURE EXTREMES AND FREEZE DATA. . .

          HIGHEST MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) .....: 97, 7/18

          LOWEST MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) ......: 21, 1/23

          HIGHEST MINIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) .....: 76, 7/05 7/18 7/19

          LOWEST MINIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) ......: 10, 1/27

          HIGHEST AVERAGE TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) .....: 87, 7/18

          LOWEST AVERAGE TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) ......: 16, 1/23

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MINIMUM OF 32 OR BELOW ..: 101

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MAXIMUM OF 32 OR BELOW ..: 17

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MINIMUM OF 0 OR BELOW ...: 0

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MAXIMUM OF 90 OR ABOVE ..: 21

          TEMPERATURE & DATE OF LAST SPRING FREEZE .: 27, 4/04

          TEMPERATURE & DATE OF FIRST FALL FREEZE ..: 31, 10/26

          NO. OF DAYS BETWEEN (GROWING SEASON) .....: 205

         ANNUAL PRECIPITATION EXTREMES. . .

          NO. OF DAYS WITH A TRACE OF PRECIPITATION : 37

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.01 TO 0.09 IN. OF PCPN : 54

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.10 TO 0.49 IN. OF PCPN : 47

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.50 TO 0.99 IN. OF PCPN : 19

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 1.00 TO 1.99 IN. OF PCPN : 10

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 2.00 OR MORE IN. OF PCPN : 5

          MAXIMUM ONE-DAY PRECIPITATION, DATE(S) ...: 2.82, 7/22

          MAXIMUM FLOATING 24-HOUR PCPN, DATE(S) ...: 3.55, 10/10-11

          NO. OF DAYS WITH A TRACE OF SNOWFALL .....: 25

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.1 TO 0.9 IN. OF SNOW ..: 8

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 1.0 TO 3.9 IN. OF SNOW ..: 9

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 4.0 TO 7.9 IN. OF SNOW ..: 0

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 8.0 OR MORE IN. OF SNOW .: 0

          MAXIMUM ONE-DAY SNOWFALL, DATE(S) ........: 3.4, 12/14

          MAXIMUM FLOATING 24-HOUR SNOW, DATE(S) ...: 3.4, 12/14

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 1 IN. OR MORE SNOW COVER : 19

          MAXIMUM DEPTH (IN.) OF SNOW & ICE, DATE ..: 5, 12/17
          THUNDER DAYS .............................: 34
HIGHLIGHTS
Year 2013 turned out to be slightly wetter and warmer than average at Reading 4 SW with total precipitation of 53.72 and an average annual temperature of 54.4.  
June was the wettest month with 8.15.  However, the greatest calendar day rainfall of 2.82 fell on 22 July from heavy early afternoon and late evening thunderstorms, and the greatest single storm rainfall of 4.23 occurred on 10-11 October which included a maximum 24-hour rainfall of 3.55 and involved moisture circulating around a remnant low, which was formerly Tropical Storm Karen, that was stalled near the Virginia Capes for a few days.  September was the only month with substantially below normal precipitation with only 1.69.  Besides, yearly snowfall totaled 20.0, 11.3 of which accumulated during December, including the year’s greatest single snowfall of 3.4 on 14 December.  Despite a December rally, 2013 was a rather poor snow year at Reading 4 SW.
While rainstorms of historic magnitude deluged Philadelphia and Harrisburg during 2013, Reading 4 SW had no rainstorms which were really extreme.  However, Reading 4 SW got soaked by six storms which delivered at least two inches of rain plus several more which delivered between 1 and 2 inches.  Those added to numerous smaller rainfalls and melted snow produced an annual total which was 1.78 above the long-term annual average for Reading 4 SW.

The mild winter of 2012-2013 was interrupted only briefly a few times by harsh cold or a minor snowfall.  The yearly low of 10 above occurred on 27 January but was followed in short order by a near-record 67 on 30 January.  The year’s first major precipitation, a rainstorm which ended as a snow flurry, brought 2.53 from the afternoon of 30 January till the afternoon of 31 January.  The “winter’s” greatest snowfall, which actually came in early spring on 25 March, accumulated 2.8.  But like typical early spring snowfalls, it was wet snow and whitened the ground for only several hours.  After a mild winter, March was moderately colder than normal.
Summery weather came early for two days on 9 and 10 April with highs of 84 and 88 respectively and lows of 62 both days and culminated in the year’s first occurrence of thunder, two separate storms with vivid lighting and brief downpours during the late afternoon and evening of 10 April.  The year’s first 90 degree temperature was to come not till 22 May.  April and May were warmer than normal more often than cooler.  But one very sharp cold snap came on 13 and 14 May which narrowly missed a very late freezing temperature with a low of 33 early on 14 May.
Summer 2013 was not as hot as the previous three summers, each of which reached 100 at least once.  The hottest yearly temperature this summer was only 97, which is actually normal.  Only 21 days reached 90, slightly under the average of 24.  Three days reached 90 during September after an August which had none.  Showers, thunderstorms, and even long-duration steady rains without thunder were frequent during June, July, and August and kept grounds favorably moist to wet for this growing season before drying during September.  While short-term minor flooding was common, no significant flooding occurred.  Moist ground likely contributed to fewer hot days; however, dew points remained high for long stretches with daily muggy minimum temperatures.  The temperature during the 23-day period from 1 July to 23 July failed to drop below 70 which more than doubled the previous streak of that kind of 11.  The lowest dew point during those 23 days was 69.  Thus, tropically humid weather was persistent, even though it was only occasionally hot.
Despite six consecutive days with highs in the 80s to begin October, enough cold periods offset this warmth and a few other warm days to produce a near normal average for the year’s final quarter.  Anomalously cold weather which dominated during late November into December with snow flurries then several snow accumulations resulted in an early and quick onset of winter.  Record warmth at the winter solstice was brief and was not to be a harbinger of another mild January.  Although autumn contained long dry periods, three substantial rainstorms during October and November, including two within a week, plus a few minor ones were enough to produce about normal precipitation for autumn.  The second of those rainstorms, 4.23 from 10 to 11 October from the remnant low and moisture of Tropical Storm Karen, will be opined by the observer as the year’s key weather event.
