 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
January 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   36  20  30 
 2   30  19  20  0.58  6.0    6  Snow dusk till…
 3   21   4   4  0.09  1.0    6  …wee hours. Max snow depth 7.
 4   29   2  13               5
 5   36   8  36  0.41         4  Frz rain noon till dusk (0.25 ice); ocnl rain… 
 6   56   8   8  0.39         0  …overnight till daybreak with rapid snow melt.
 7   11   0   8                  First zero temp since -3 on 6 Feb 1996.
 8   24   6  21
 9   34  18  28
10   35  28  35  0.30  1.4    1  Snow 0700-0930 then mix then rain after 1000.  
11   61  34  49  1.56         0  Rain, heavy at times. Thunder ~1000.      
12   49  29  29
13   55  26  51
14   51  33  33  0.36            Periods of rain predawn to early eve. Fog eve. 15   40  30  31   T              Foggy all day. Sprinkles late.
16   39  25  25   T     T        Flurries long before dawn. 
17   44  24  32
18   33  19  19  0.06  0.5    T  Snow predawn then flurries late AM.
19   38  19  36               T
20   42  34  34               0
21   34   9   9  0.43  4.5    5  Snow 0700-2030, heaviest 0800-1100.
22   16   2   9   T     T     4
23   22   3  13   T     T     4 
24   19   8  17               3
25   25  17  24  0.07  0.7    4  Light snow 0930-1530; brief lull ~noon.
26   25  14  22   T     T     4  Feeble flurries mid afternoon.
27   39  16  16               3
28   16   8  12   T     T     3  Flurries late evening.
29   22   7  11   T     T     3  Flurries wee hours.

30   29   5  19               3

31   35  18  31               3
SUM 1046 493     4.25 14.1   16
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 24.8 (-6.6)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 33.7 (-5.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 15.9 (-7.6)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 61 (-0) on 11th  (record 71 on 06 Jan 2007)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   34 on 11th, 20th (record 61 on 15 Jan 1995)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  0 (-7) on 7th    (record -14 on 21 Jan 1994)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    11 on 7th        (record 2 on 19 Jan 1994)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      1238 (3162)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.25 (+0.54)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   4.25 (+0.54)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.56 on 11th      (record 2.07  17 Jan 1994)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.75 on 10th-11th (rec 2.80  07-08 Jan 1996)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      14.1 (+4.8)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       25.4 (+11.5)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    6.0 on 2nd       (record 19.0 on 07 Jan 1996)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  7.0 on 2nd-3rd   (rec 28.0 on 07-08 Jan 1996)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         7 on 3rd     
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 7th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.65 on 9th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.35 on 11th
HIGHLIGHTS
January 2014 turned out to be a harsh winter month in cold and wintry precipitation impacts.  This month brought the first zero or below temperature to Reading 4 SW since -3 on 6 February 1996.  Twelve other days had lows below 10.  Five of them plus the 0 as well as five days with highs not above freezing came early.  Then the middle third was rather mild and was a break from the severe cold.  Then severe cold returned even stronger for the last third with seven more lows below 10 and eight more days with highs not above freezing.  The earlier episode of severe cold came on the tail of a 7-inch snowstorm on Thursday the 2nd but was interrupted by a warm spike on Monday the 6th which saw a surge from 8 to 56 and then a plummet to zero all within 50 hours.  This brief warm spike, which was accompanied by rain, was enough to melt all the snow which fell four days earlier.  This amplitude of temperature movement appears to have been unprecedented in the Reading area.  Temperatures began to moderate on the 9th and culminated with the month’s high of 61 on Saturday the 11th which was coincident with heavy, windswept rain and a few rumbles of thunder.  This same rainstorm began with a minor accumulation of snow and ice a day earlier.  Then harsh to severe cold returned on Tuesday the 21st, was ushered in by a 4.5-inch snowfall, and was quite persistent to the end of the month.  Unlike earlier in the month, the few light to moderate snowfalls, which occurred during this long cold spell, melted very little and most remained by the end of the month.  The month average temperature of 24.8 tied 1988 and 2004 for second coldest January during the last 30 years.  Only January 1994 was colder at 22.1.  As previously mentioned, this January brought 13 days with low temperatures below 10.  That is more than the previous eight winters combined which collectively brought only eleven days with lows below 10.  Moreover, the frigid high temperature of 11 on Tuesday the 7th was the coldest daily high temperature since 19 January 1994 when the high was 2 above.  The only colder daily high temperature during the last 30 years at Reading 4 SW was a 9 on 21 January 1985.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (JANUARY)
Avg Temp 24.8 – 2nd coldest (3-way) of 30   (22.1 in 1994 to 39.6 in 2006)
Precip   4.25 – 10th wettest of 32          (1.58 in 2008 to 8.00 in 1996) 
Snowfall 14.1 – 6th snowiest of 32          (0.3 in 2006 to 46.5 in 1996)
