 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   37   9  28               4 
 2   40  27  31  0.09   T     4  -RA 1400 mixed w/ -PL then -SN after 1600.
 3   31  15  15  0.03  0.2    4  Light snow predawn.
 4   31  10  21               4
 5   40  16  23               4 
 6   32  18  26               3
 7   40  23  32               3
 8   56  24  43               2
 9   43  34  34               2
10   57  34  38               1  
11   65  33  43               T      
12   55  23  23  0.34         T  Rain midday till early evening.
13   31  19  25               T
14   48  20  47               0
15   58  40  40   T
16   40  28  28 
17   35  23  32  0.01  0.2    0
18   48  31  34
19   43  34  39  0.41            Rain midday, afternoon; tapered evening.
20   52  39  39
21   55  32  35
22   65  33  43
23   43  26  26
24   35  21  23
25   36  18  30  0.09  0.1    T  Occasional wet –SN midday into eve melted as… 
26   35  26  26               0  …it landed except coating late eve.
27   45  19  35
28   63  35  53  0.12            Light rain at midday.
29   53  43  47  1.08            Steady light to moderate rain after 0900.
30   48  37  37  0.93            Periods of light to mod rain mixed with a bit…
31   60  37  44  0.05   T     0  …of sleet/snow after midnight, ended predawn.
SUM 1420 827     3.15  0.5   10
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 36.2 (-5.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 45.8 (-6.4)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 26.7 (-5.2)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 65 (-9) on 11, 22 (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   43 on 29th        (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  9 (-8) on 1       (record  5 on 19 Mar 1993)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    31 on 3, 4, 13    (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      885 (5071)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.15 (-1.17)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   13.16 (+1.90)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.08 on 29th      (record 3.12  21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.64 on 29th-30th (rec 3.62  21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.5 (-3.4)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       55.2 (+27.7)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.2 on 3, 17th  (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.2 on 2nd-3rd  (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         4 on 1st     
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           35 on 12th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.60 on 6th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.00 on 12th
HIGHLIGHTS
The much subnormal temperatures of January and February continued for most of March; however, the prolific snowfalls did not.  Three major snowstorms did move through the Middle Atlantic or Northeast States during March.  One early in the month and another during Saint Patrick’s Day tracked over the near south and delivered only coatings to Reading 4 SW.  In between, a deep low pressure center (29.00) tracked directly over Reading 4 SW on Wednesday the 12th.  Substantial precipitation fell only north of the low center and included heavy snow over New York into New England.  But neither was the storm’s warm sector fully successful in reaching Reading 4 SW.  Nevertheless, the modest warming trend which preceded this low and also at the Vernal (spring) equinox turned out to be the warmest of the month.  Otherwise, the ongoing chill of winter held a strong majority, resulting in a nearly 6-degree negative departure overall.  The waxing seasonal sun, some moderation from harsh cold, and little additional snowfall resulted in a slow ablation of the hard pack from February’s snow/ice accumulations during the first half of March.  After a few sideswipes of snowstorms and a couple of rather light rainfalls, this March was in the running to become one of the driest Marches until a soaking rain boosted the precipitation total significantly but not enough to reach the normal range.  Meanwhile in contrast, many areas of the Middle Atlantic States had a March with above normal precipitation, including much above normal snowfall. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)
Avg Temp 36.2 – 2nd coldest of 30          (35.9 in 1993 to 52.0 in 2012)
Precip   3.15 – 12th driest of 32          (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993) 
Snowfall 0.5  – 10th least snowy of 32     (0.0  in 2012 to 16.4 in 1984)
WINTER (MONTHS DJF) SUMMARY
Winter 2013-14 averaged 29.51 (-3.92) in temperature which virtually tied the 29.53 from 1995-96 but came slightly short of the 29.09 from 2002-03 and well short of the 27.46 from 1993-94 for being the coldest of 30.  Harsh cold, which included many daily lows below 10 and highs below freezing, prevailed but was dramatically interrupted by record warmth at the winter solstice.  Extremes were 0 (1/07) and 67 (12/22).  Precipitation totaled 14.89 (+3.71) which edged slightly ahead of 14.20 from 2002-03 but fell somewhat behind 16.54 from 1993-94 and much behind 19.56 from 1983-84 for being the wettest of 32.  Snowfall totaled 54.7 (+31.7) was fourth greatest of 32 behind 56.0 from 2002-03, 56.5 from 2009-10, and 72.2 from 1995-96.  Prolific snowfall this winter was keyed by the pre-Valentine’s Day storm of 15.0 of snow plus considerable sleet and rain.
