 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   61  31  44 
 2   63  41  49  0.18            Light rain AM after 0700.
 3   63  48  48  0.42            Light to moderate rain from dusk till midnight.
 4   48  43  43  0.07            Occasional light rain daytime till dusk.
 5   52  39  39 
 6   60  31  40
 7   49  35  49  0.32            Occasional rain late morning till…

 8   63  41  41  0.09            …predawn with some thunder ~0100.
 9   64  34  41
10   68  33  58  
11   75  52  52  0.09            Light rain late daylight till after dusk.
12   73  46  58
13   81  54  68
14   77  64  68
15   68  34  36  1.81  0.1    T  Rain, heavy at times, with squalls, mixed…
16   47  28  35               0  …wet snow and sleet during the 2000 hour.
17   57  28  36
18   57  35  46
19   66  39  49
20   65  40  42
21   71  33  55
22   69  50  52  0.12            Light rain early afternoon (0.03). TSTM…
23   56  43  43                  …1755-1845 briefly heavy with pea-size hail.
24   63  40  42
25   69  36  47  0.44            Rain early eve tapered to sprinkles by obs. 
26   74  46  51  0.06            Shower 1325-1345. Otherwise mostly sunny.
27   62  42  47
28   63  38  52
29   52  43  43  0.86            Rain, heavy at times, mostly PM.
30   54  43  54  2.95            Rain, heavy at times. Little thunder.
31   --  --  -- 
SUM 1890 1210    7.41  0.1
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 51.7 (-1.3)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 63.0 (-1.3)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 40.3 (-1.3)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 81 (-4) on 13th   (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   64 on 14th        (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  28 (-1) on 16,17  (record 23 on 07 Apr 2002+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    47 on 16th        (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      399 (5470)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      9 (9)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 7.41 (+3.39)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   20.57 (+5.29)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        2.95 on 30th      (record 2.58  15 Apr 2007)*
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    3.12 on 29th-30th (rec 3.09  15-16 Apr 1983)*
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.1 (-0.5)         * previous records
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       55.3 (+27.2)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.1 on 15th     (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.1 on 15-15th  (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         T on 15th    
Days with Hail:                    1
Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 15th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.66 on 17th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.44 on 8th
HIGHLIGHTS
The frequently anomalous cold of winter continued into April but was largely offset by some warmth.  While the chill maintained the majority, unusual cold did not occur.  The six days which reached at least 70 included an 81, which was a modest extreme maximum for April.  However, cloudiness and some wind kept temperatures from falling below 64 on the 14th which is an unusually balmy minimum temperature for mid April and was the major contributor toward offsetting some of the chill, mitigating the monthly departure to -1.3, which was equally represented by the daily maximum and minimum temperature averages.

Rainfall was generously distributed throughout the month, considering the end-of-March soaking.  Grasses needed frequent mowing throughout this April after emerging from dormancy during late March.  Soakings, which came approximately every two weeks beginning late March, and there were several light to moderate interim rainfalls.  The 7.41 total was good for second greatest April total in 32 years of record but a distant second to the 9.81 in 1983.  The 1.81 on Tuesday the 15th was not a date record as it coincided with even greater soakings on the same date in 1983 and 2007.  Indeed, it was way outdone when 2.95 fell on this April’s last day.  The 2.95 easily surpassed the greatest calendar day amount of 2.58 from 15 April 2007, and the greatest 24 hour amount of 3.12 during 29-30 April edged above the 3.09 from 15-16 April 1983.  However, most of Berks County and counties to the east had calendar day and 24-hour amounts greater than these, some substantially so.  The three occurrences of thunder this April were typical, along with one occurrence of small hail.  An abrupt drop in temperature came at mid month when temperatures slid from 68 to 34 as a soaking rain fell and became slushy for a while during the evening when the temperature was near the 34.  That one occurrence of wet snow was typical for April, though it came rather late in the month. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)
Avg Temp 51.7 – 8nd coldest of 30          (49.7 in 2007 to 56.9 in 2010)
Precip   7.41 – 2nd wettest of 32          (0.65 in 1985 to 9.81 in 1983) 
Snowfall 0.1  – 10th (2-way) most of 32    (0.0  in 10 years to 5.1 in 2003)
