 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
August 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   85  66  69   T              Sprinkles at times, almost 0.01.
 2   78  68  70   T              Few drops mid to late afternoon.
 3   75  68  69  0.06            Light shower late afternoon.
 4   84  67  68
 5   89  63  70 
 6   82  64  66   T              Sprinkles late morning.
 7   83  61  62
 8   82  54  63
 9   85  58  64
10   88  58  68
11   84  62  72
12   73  68  69  1.32            Occasional rain, light to moderately heavy. 
13   82  65  65  0.08            Leftover shower before dawn.   
14   79  57  57  0.12            Shower 1555-1635, light to briefly moderate.
15   76  53  59
16   80  52  62
17   82  62  62  0.04            Occasional light rain 0600 to 1000.
18   83  56  68
19   85  60  74
20   85  68  72
                                                            more rain late eve.
21   84  66  73  0.35            T-shower dusk, brief downpour ~1840; little ^
22   79  68  70  0.02            Light shower before dawn.
23   70  65  65  0.41            Occasional mostly light rain predawn to dusk.
24   81  63  68
25   85  58  65 
26   89  59  69
27   90  64  75   T
28   78  60  60
29   78  53  61
30   81  58  72                                                         thunder. 
31   87  72  74  0.24            2 afternoon showers, brief downpours, little ^
SUM 2544 1916    2.64  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 71.9 (-2.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 82.1 (-2.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 61.8 (-2.0)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 90 (-4) on 27th   (record 101 on 02 Aug 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   72 on 31st        (record 81 on 02 Aug 2006)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  52 (-0) on 16th   (record 42 on 30 Aug 1986)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    70 on 27th        (record 61 on 21 Aug 2007)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      223 (842)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.64 (-1.35)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   39.32 (+5.33)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.32 on 12th     (record 3.32 on 27 Aug 2006)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.34 on 12-13    (rec 3.70 on 27-28 Aug 2011)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on          (record 0.0 on 00 Aug 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on          (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Aug 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (-4)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           18 on 28h
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.27 on 30th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.75 on 13th
HIGHLIGHTS
The trend toward cooler temperatures, which began in mid-July, continued into August and culminated with near early autumn temperatures at mid-month.  The low of 52 early on Saturday the 16th tied the local Reading 4 SW record low from 16 August 1994.  Simultaneously, the official RDG low of 53 missed the historic record of 51, also from 1994.  A gradual warming trend ensued for the second half of the month but was briefly interrupted by a rain-cooled high of 70 the following Saturday, the 23rd.  The Month’s warmest occurred late with a highest of 90 on the 27th and later with the warmest daily minimum temperature of 72 on Sunday the 31st.  However, the latter warmth was too little and too late to prevent a significantly cooler than normal August at 71.9 (-2.1) which was good enough for third coolest August, tied with 2000, of 31 Augusts at Reading 4 SW.  While the temperature did reach 90 once and 89 twice at Reading 4 SW, it failed to reach 90, but 89 thrice, at RDG.  It failed to reach 90 at RDG also during August 2013.  The only other pair of official Reading back-to-back Augusts without any 90-degree temperature since at least 1898 was 1981/1982.  Further, thunder occurred on only two days, and both were very minor occurrences of thunder.
Paralleling the cooling trend since mid-July was a drying trend.  The relative scarcity of rain during the second half of July continued through August.  However, a soaking rain of 1.40” on the 12th into early 13th provided relief from really dry conditions.  While significant in itself, this 1.40” rainfall paled to widespread 2.5” to 3.5” amounts over central Pennsylvania and much more than that over much of Delmarva, southern and coastal New Jersey, and especially Long Island, where over 13” deluged Islip within a few hours.  Thus, most of the Mid-Atlantic Region was wet to extremely wet this August.  But it was moderately dry at Reading 4 SW.  However, much of eastern Pennsylvania and northwestern New Jersey shared in sub-normal rainfall this August.  

This statistical (meteorological) summer (months JJA) at Reading 4 SW was cooler than normal with an average of 73.2 (-0.9) and normal in rainfall at 14.36” (+0.13).  The majority of both the heat and rainfall came during the first half of summer.  Only eleven days reached at least 90, about half the average count, with the highest of only 94 on 2 July.  However, the coolness was not extreme enough to accrue any heating degree days.  The lowest was 52 on 1 June and 16 August.  Ironically, the greatest 24-hour rainfall of 2.62” came on 2-2 July, the same day as the greatest heat.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (AUGUST)
Avg Temp 71.9 – 3rd (2-way) coolest of 31  (69.7 in 1992 to 77.1 in 2005)
Precip   2.64 – 8th driest of 32           (0.22 in 1995 to 9.16 in 1986) 
Snowfall 0.0  – Snow was never observed here during August.
