 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
September 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   89  73  74  0.09            Very brief heavy shower ~1915. 
 2   91  71  75  0.05            Sprinkles ~1630; light shower during dusk.                                              

 3   83  64  64                   2nd) Frequent LTG distant S, faint thunder.
 4   88  61  71
 5   87  71  74 
 6   92  66  66  0.12            Two TSTMS to immediate N ~1400 and ~1930.
 7   79  61  61
 8   76  55  63
 9   75  63  67
10   80  63  69
11   85  68  68
12   74  57  57 
13   63  53  53  0.25            Periods of rain/drizzle 0630 to mid-afternoon.   
14   67  47  49
15   73  44  55
16   73  53  53  0.04            Light showers predawn.
17   73  50  51
18   77  48  54
19   70  49  56
20   81  56  61
21   82  58  67  0.11            Brief moderate T-shower within light rain from…
22   68  48  48                   …2000 to 2100.
23   73  42  51
24   74  47  62   T              Few drops toward 2359.
25   65  55  55  0.52            Periods of rain, mostly light, till early PM.
26   78  49  55
27   83  50  58
28   85  53  65
29   79  60  65
30   80  62  64 
31   --  --  --
SUM 2343 1649    1.18  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 67.4 (+0.8)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 78.1 (+1.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 56.6 (+0.3)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 92 (+3) on 6th    (record 97 on 02 Sep 2010+)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   73 on 1st         (record 76 on 05 Sep 1985)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  42 (+1) on 23rd   (record 35 on 29 Sep 2000)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    63 on 13th        (record 53 on 28 Sep 1984)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      56 (56)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      135 (977)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.18 (-3.94)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   40.50 (+1.39)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.52 on 25th     (record 5.95 on 16 Sep 1995)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.52 on 25-25    (rec 6.83 on 30-01 S-O 2010)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on          (record 0.0 on 00 Sep 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on          (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Sep 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           16 on 6th,12th,22nd
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.53 on 24th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.63 on 21st
HIGHLIGHTS
The warm-up of late August continued into September, till the 11th.  While the heat was not unusual with a high of 92 on Saturday the 6th, a substantial excess in temperature accrued these eleven days.  Then much cooler weather dominated afterward till near month’s end and erased all of the excess and then some.  But a late month warm-up brought the average monthly temperature to slightly above normal at 67.4.  A similar trend occurred during September last year (2013); however, September 2013 finished a degree below normal.  Like last September, the daily minimum temperature average of this September was cooler with respect to normal than the daily maximum temperature average, a trend which is counter to most months of recent years.  Overall, this September’s average of 67.4 was tenth warmest of 31, compared to tenth coolest of September 2013.  September added two 90-days to the eleven accrued through the end of August.  Thus, the count is very likely to end at 13 which is just over half the 31-year average of 25 days at Reading 4 SW.
Also like September 2013, this September was very dry; in fact, even drier.  The 1.18” total rainfall this September was third driest of 32, behind only 1.17 of September 2007 and 0.83 of September 2005.  The 1.69” of September 2013 is now seventh driest of 32.  During both September of this and last year, there were some significant downpours nearby, but they were all miss at Reading 4 SW.  Areas in or near Berks County which caught one or two of these downpours accrued monthly total rainfalls of 2 to 3 inches, still much below normal.  On the drier side, several locations in Berks County failed to collect even an inch during the whole month.  Precipitation for 2014 through mid-July was frequently copious and resulted in a substantial excess of yearly precipitation by that time.  However, the scarcity of rainfall since then has resulted in a near elimination of that excess.  While the first half of this growing season (through mid-July) was wet, rainfall during the second half was scant enough for once lush vegetation to turn dry.  Indeed, grasses which were not irrigated have turned brown.  That outcome hardly seemed possible as of mid-July.  As of the Autumnal Equinox, it appeared this could be a new driest September with 0.66” as it appeared then the weather system which brought 0.52” on Thursday the 25th might miss the area followed by continued dry weather the rest of the month.   
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (SEPTEMBER)
Avg Temp 67.4 – 10th warmest of 31         (63.7 in 2000 to 71.2 in 2005)
Precip   1.18 – 3rd driest of 32           (0.83 in 2005 to 13.56 in 1999) 
Snowfall 0.0  – Snow was never observed here during September.
