 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
December 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   64  36  40  0.29            Shower ~1420. Steady rain 1530-1830. 
 2   40  32  35  0.39   T        Brief light wintry mix midday, then rain.
 3   44  35  36  0.10            Occasional light rain AM.
 4   42  31  31
 5   38  28  37  0.29            Frequent light rain PM.
 6   45  37  41  0.48            Rain mostly PM (0.46), 0.02 AM.
 7   45  30  30

 8   32  25  30
 9   44  30  42  0.49            Periods of rain after 0400, above freezing.
10   42  33  33  0.01   T    T   Sprinkles afternoon, flurries evening.
11   36  31  33  0.06  0.5   T   Frequent flurries and showers of wet snow…
12   40  33  36   T     T        …few coatings and melts, ended midnight.
13   40  32  36
14   46  36  44
15   45  31  31
16   46  31  46  0.34            Steady light to moderate rain afternoon then…

17   52  36  36  0.02            …light rain/drizzle till little past midnight. 

18   38  34  36
19   42  35  35
20   35  32  32
21   36  24  24
22   41  21  39  0.07            Rain and drizzle after dark.
23   49  39  47  0.24            Periods of light rain and drizzle.
24   60  46  60  0.89            Rain, mostly AM, some fog evening.
25   60  40  40  0.08            Showers before dawn.
26   50  30  31  
27   59  29  40
28   54  39  43  0.07            Light rain, sprinkles mostly near dawn.
29   45  27  27
30   37  22  22
31   32  20  26
SUM 1379 985    3.82  0.5    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 38.1 (+2.7)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 44.5 (+1.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 31.8 (+4.4)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 64 (+2) on 1st     (record 77 on 29 Dec 1984)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   46 on 24th         (record 60 on 22 Dec 2013)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  20 (+7) on 31st    (record -2 on 24 Dec 1989)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    32 on 8th, 31st    (record 16 on 26 Dec 1985)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      827 (1832)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (991)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.82 (-0.44)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   52.61 (+0.71)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.89 on 24th     (record 3.27 on 12 Dec 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.89 on 24-24    (rec 3.90 on 04-05 Dec 1993)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.5 (-3.7)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       3.4 (-1.4)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.5 on 11th      (record 8.0 on 05 Dec 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.5 on 11-11     (rec 10.0 on 27-28 Dec 1990)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         T on 11th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           26 on 10th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.64 on 8th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.49 on 24th, 25th
HIGHLIGHTS
This December was not as similar to December 2013 as the several previous months were similar to their 2013 counterparts.  This December was significantly milder (38.1 vs 35.4) with much less snow (0.5 vs 11.3) than last December.  However, gloominess of this December blunted the mildness as skies were constantly mostly to completely cloudy until Christmas Day which turned out mostly sunny after predawn showers, as were a few days following.  Persistent thick cloud cover kept many diurnal temperature ranges narrow and benefitted the low temperatures more than the highs in mildness.  For example, the high/low of 38/34 on the 18th and 35/32 on the 20th came without precipitation and were above normal on the lows but below on the highs.  Clearer skies late in the month allowed some wide ranges such as 59/29 on the 27th.  A mild December after a cold November resulted in a net cooling of only 3.3 degrees compared to a more typical 9.5 degrees.  Except for a very brief warm spike to 64 on the 1st, this December actually trended milder as the month progressed culminating in a very mild Christmas week before a sharp chilling the last three days.  Santa needed to don “Florida gear” as he made his deliveries very early Christmas morning as temperatures hovered at 60 degrees those few hours.  With a high/low of 60/40 on Christmas Day, the mean of 50 was the warmest in the last 31 years at Reading 4 SW, bettering the means of 48 from Christmases 1986 and 1987.
December precipitation of 3.82 totaled in the low-end normal range in the mean but one place above the median of the last 32 years at Reading 4 SW and was nearly evenly distributed during the month.  And there was no really major storm of any kind.  Wintry precipitation was scant, and none fell after the midnight hour of Friday the 12th.  Snow showers brought a few coatings on the 11th with complete melting in between them while heavy snow buried the anthracite coal region to the northwest with over a foot on some places.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (DECEMBER)
Avg Temp 38.1 – 7th warmest of 31           (23.8 in 1985 to 41.7 in 1984, 2006)
Precip   3.82 – 17th driest of 32           (0.65 in 1998 to 11.76 in 1983) 
Snowfall 0.5  – 9th (2-way) least of 33     (T in 6 years to 17.3 in 1995)
There is some extra space to summarize the fall quarter (months Sep, Oct, Nov) which was not appended to November’s report due to lack of space.  Fall 2014 averaged near normal in temperature at 55.3 (-0.2), which was the same as fall 2013, and significantly subnormal in precipitation at 9.42 (-4.23), 0.60 less than fall 2013.  Temperatures ranged from 92 on September 6 to 18 on November 19 and 22.  These very low temperatures and 2.9” of slushy snow on the day before Thanksgiving signaled an early onset of wintry weather for the fourth consecutive year.
