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CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2015     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   27  14  26  0.41  2.5   5   Snow > sleet > freezing rain 0842 to early eve. 
 2   38  26  26   T          4   A little freezing drizzle before dawn. 
 3   34  19  34  0.55  0.3   5   Little snow, much sleet & fz rain PM > rain…
 4   43  34  37  0.45        4   …formed sleet/ice cement. Periods of rain…
 5   37  16  16  0.81  7.8  12   … > heavy snow predawn till early aftn, light… 
 6   26   5  11             10   …snow mid and late afternoon.
 7   44   6  30              9
 8   50  23  29              7
 9   55  29  34              5 
10   51  30  42  0.71        3   Rain PM, tapered around midnight, fog late.
11   57  39  45  0.02        2   Light rain and fog ended before dawn.
12   50  30  30              1   
13   46  26  38  0.05        1   Rain late evening.
14   44  37  43  0.93        1   Rain AM, tapered afternoon.
15   44  38  38              T
16   55  34  46              T
17   62  34  34              0
18   44  28  28
19   45  25  30
20   35  30  32  0.49  4.5   4   Snow dawn till near dusk; streets only slushy…
21   53  30  44              T   …coating.  Rapid melting this day.
22   45  33  33              0
23   42  23  33
24   44  27  27
25   43  23  41  0.04            Light rain early afternoon.
26   66  34  45  0.78            Heavy T-storm at dusk then light rain.  
27   48  39  39  0.14            Light showers before dawn.
28   39  23  27  0.01   T    0   Snow shower around 0730.
29   46  23  38
30   56  35  43
31   49  32  36  0.06   T    0   Light rain mid-afternoon to dusk ended as sleet 
SUM 1418 848     5.45 15.1  15
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 36.5 (-5.6)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 45.7 (-6.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 27.3 (-4.6)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 66 (-8) on 26th   (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   39 on 11th, 27th  (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):   5 (-12) on 6th   (record  5 on 19 Mar 1993)*
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    26 on 6th         (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      875 (5031)      * record tied
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.45 (+1.13)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   10.71 (-0.55)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.93 on 14th     (record 3.12 on 21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.10 on 04-05    (rec 3.62 on 21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      15.1 (+11.3)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       39.0 (+10.9)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    7.8 on 5th       (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  7.8 on 05-05     (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         12 on 5th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           27 on 15th, 17th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.70 on 1st
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.60 on 17th
HIGHLIGHTS
The frequent record breaking cold of February continued into early March then moderated somewhat after the first week.  Despite limited moderation, the average temperature of 36.5 placed third coldest March of 31.  Only 36.2 in 2014 and 35.9 in 1993 were colder.  More historically, the RDG average of 35.2 tied March 2014 for seventh coldest of 118, behind sixth coldest 1993 at 34.7.  The five coldest Marches of 1900 (34.5), 1906 (34.0), 1984 (33.3), 1916 (33.2), and 1960 (33.1) remained intact.  However, a new coldest March could have occurred if said moderation were to be delayed a few days.  Twin record lows of 2 above at RDG on the 6th and 7th became two of the four coldest March temperatures during the 118-year period of record.  The lows of 5 and 6 at Reading 4 SW on the same days were still easy record lows for those dates.  The 5 tied with 5 on 19 March 1993 for the March record low since 1985.  After the arctic cold eased, no really warm weather occurred, and the ablation of recent snow and old crust was unusually slow for March, like last March, but eventually resulted in bare ground on Saint Patrick’s Day when the year’s first 60 degree temperature occurred.  The monthly maximum of 66 on Thursday the 26th was much below typical but was part of a brief surge of humid air which resulted in the year’s first thunderstorm during dusk.  The storm was rather strong with about 20 thunderclaps and about a half inch of rain in 20 minutes.

Meanwhile, precipitation totaled 5.45, good enough for sixth wettest of 33 and included the melt of a prolific snowfall total of 15.1 which came mostly from two major snowstorms.  When this 15.1 total is assimilated into the official RDG record, it becomes seventh snowiest March of the last 118.  The 7.8 on Thursday the 5th was the major part of a rain-to-snow event and easily beat the RDG date record snowfall of 2.0 from 1981.  The second major snowstorm of 4.5 on Friday the 20th coincided with the final several hours of astronomical winter.  However, it melted rapidly the next day, the first full day of spring.  
Considering the first three months of this year were much colder than normal, the average temperature for the first three months at Reading 4 SW computes to 29.2, ahead of the 29.8 from 2014 but second to only 28.7 from 1994.  For the longer period of record, the 27.5 average at RDG marked the fourth coldest first three months of a year, to only 1904 (27.2), 1978 (27.2), and 1994 (26.7).  Last year, 2014, is now sixth coldest at 28.7 for the January-through-March average.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)

Avg Temp 36.5 – 3rd coldest of 31    (35.9 in 1993 to 52.0 in 2012)

Precip   5.45 – 6th wettest of 33    (0.69 in 2006+ to 8.26 in 1993) 

Snowfall 15.1 – 2nd snowiest of 33   (0.0 in 2012 to 16.4 in 1984)

