 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2015     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   55  29  34 
 2   66  30  61   T              Sprinkles late afternoon into early dusk. 
 3   67  58  58  0.21            Few showers, briefly heavy around 1600.
 4   60  44  44  0.01            Light shower before dawn.
 5   65  41  51 
 6   75  35  61
 7   72  47  47  0.03            Drizzle and some light rain evening.
 8   47  39  40  0.05            Occasional drizzle and light rain.
 9   43  39  41  0.06            Ditto. 
10   56  40  51  0.07            Ditto; clearing evening.
11   60  41  41
12   69  32  48   
13   76  44  63
14   63  51  51  0.10            Mainly light rain thru dawn, distant thunder.  
15   70  41  52
16   72  42  59   T              Sprinkle at 2359.
17   74  54  54  0.10            Periods of light rain before 0800.
18   82  47  63
19   70  47  47  0.02            Light rain around 2200.
20   68  47  59  1.07            Periods of rain AM (0.59); late eve TSTM.
21   65  49  49  0.20            Showers till near dawn.
22   69  42  42  0.03            Afternoon light showers, little thunder. 
23   48  38  39   T              Afternoon sprinkles, wet flurries nearby.
24   56  37  38
25   59  34  43
26   63  39  43  
27   58  41  50   T
28   70  48  51
29   76  43  53
30   73  47  53
31   --  --  -- 
SUM 1947 1266    1.96  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 53.6 (+0.6)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 64.9 (+0.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 42.2 (+0.6)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 82 (-3) on 18th   (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   58 on 3rd         (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  29 (-0) on 1st    (record 23 on 07 Apr 2002+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    43 on 9th         (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      337 (5368)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.96 (-2.06)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   12.67 (-2.61)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.07 on 20th     (record 2.95 on 30 Apr 2014)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.12 on 20-21    (rec 3.12 on 29-30 Apr 2014)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.5)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       39.0 (+10.4)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           28 on 5th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.44 on 16th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.52 on 4th, 20th
HIGHLIGHTS
After a very cold first quarter of a year, spring warming advanced faster than average.  Of course, there were chilly setbacks, but they were of shorter duration than usual.  Temperatures this April averaged in the high-end normal range at 53.6 as a result, even without unusual warmth.  The daily high of 82 on Saturday the 18th occurred very close to the average date of the first 80 temperature in a year and was slightly cooler than a typical mid-80s April maximum.  Earlier, the low of 29 on Wednesday the 1st was typical.  The daily low of 32 on the 12th appears to be the final freezing temperature of this spring and very close to the date of the average last freeze.  However, a near miss of freezing occurred early on the 25th at Reading 4 SW while scattered outlying areas did reach freezing, including a record tying low of 31 at RDG.

Precipitation was much deficient, totaling only 1.96 or 49 percent of normal, despite frequent rainfalls.  But they were all light except for a moderately heavy multi-part rainfall event from late Sunday evening the 19th into early morning of the 21st, with the great majority (1.07 of 1.29) falling during the 20th.  Very little additional rain fell the remainder of the month, and new plants needed supplemental watering to avoid wilting.  All of the precipitation at Reading 4 SW was rain, even though wet snow flurries were reported with the sprinkles at some areas to the nearby NW and N or over higher terrain on Thursday the 23rd as Great Lakes moisture accompanied an incursion of polar air.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)

Avg Temp 53.6 – 13th warmest of 31       (49.7 in 2007 to 56.9 in 2010)

Precip   1.96 – 5th driest of 33         (0.65 in 1985 to 9.81 in 1983) 

Snowfall 0.0 –  Least (11-way) of 33     (0.0 in 11 years to 5.1 in 2003)

WINTER (MONTHS DJF) SUMMARY   (Delayed two months due to lack of space)
Winter 2014-15 averaged 29.77 (-3.66) in temperature which was slightly less cold than the frigid winters of 2013-14 (29.51) and 1995-96 (29.53) but well short of 27.46 from 1993-94.  A mild December which preceded frigid months of January and February prevented a winter rivaling that winter of 1993-94.  Temperatures ranged from 66 on 1 December to -1 on 16 February which marked the first subzero temperature since February 1996.  Precipitation totaled 9.08     (-2.10) which is not nearly as low as the 5.93 from 2001-02.  Snowfall totaled 21.0 (-2.0); however, an additional 18.0 fell this snow season outside of these three months as March turned out to be the snowiest month.
