 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
September 2014     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   89  69  71
 2   90  66  72
 3   92  67  74                  TSTM to NW early eve, dissipated to W-NW.
 4   92  71  72   T              Brief TSTM to S ~1200, few drops.
 5   87  67  67 
 6   88  58  64
 7   92  60  76
 8   95  68  77
 9   95  74  74  0.01            TSTM N ~1750 (no rain); TSTM in area at obs. 
10   74  67  67  1.40            Rain, some heavy, 0920 to 1600 then drizzle.
11   83  62  63
12   70  59  64  2.04            Rain 0930-1600, some heavy, faint thunder.
13   70  58  58
14   76  54  55
15   83  51  59
16   86  54  61
17   86  55  62
18   86  56  65
19   84  61  71
20   77  60  61
21   68  54  60   T              Sprinkles early afternoon.
22   69  55  55  0.01            Occasional sprinkles till 0700.
23   79  50  55
24   81  48  59
25   76  55  59 
26   72  55  55
27   74  54  63
28   79  63  71   T              Few drops during dusk.
29   80  70  73  1.16            Rain mid aft, heavy at times late eve, … 
30   75  60  60  0.40            … tapered to light by 0100. Ocnl drizzle day.
31   --  --  --
SUM 2448 1801    5.02  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 70.8 (+4.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 81.6 (+4.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 60.0 (+3.9)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 95 (+6) on 8,9th  (record 97 on 02 Sep 2010+)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   74 on 9th         (record 76 on 05 Sep 1985)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  48 (+7) on 24th   (record 35 on 29 Sep 2000)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    68 on 21st        (record 53 on 28 Sep 1984)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      10 (10)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      192 (1264)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.02 (-0.10)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   35.59 (-3.52)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        2.04 on 9th       (record 5.95  16 Sep 1999)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    2.04 on 9th-9th   (rec 6.83  30-01 S-O 2010)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on            (record 0.0 on 00 Sep 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on            (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Sep 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           5 (+2)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           19 on 30th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.46 on 268th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.65 on 12th,30th
HIGHLIGHTS
September 2015 averaged much warmer than normal at 70.8, second only to September 2005 at 71.2 during the last 32 years at Reading 4 SW.  Meanwhile, RDG averaged 70.3, eighth warmest since at least 1898, and well behind the warmest of 73.0 in 1961.  Like August, the average of the daily maximum temperatures was more above normal than that of the daily minimums.  A pair of 95s on the 8th and 9th marked this year’s hottest.  Historically, the latter edged above the RDG record of 94 from 1922 and 1959.  The former missed by 1 degree.  Six days, all before the 10th, reached 90 or above at Reading 4 SW to bring the yearly total to 23, close to the yearly average of 25 days.  The lengthening nights allowed several cool daily minimums in the 50s plus one below 50, but none was very cool.  This month’s lowest was 48 on Thursday the 24th and was the highest September extreme minimum temperature at Reading 4 SW, besting the 46 from 2002 and 2011.  Humid tropical air near month’s end kept the temperature from dropping below 70 despite heavy rain on the 29th, which is rather unusual for late September.  Additionally, only 10 heating degree days accrued this September, which is second lowest only to 7 in 2005.

While September 2015 was mainly dry, three rainy episodes each lasting around 24 hours or less interrupted the drought, brought all except 0.01 of the entire monthly sum, and resulted in nearly average September rainfall overall.  The first two of these soakings occurred with only one dry day in between, 9th/10th and 12th.  Then the final soaking did not occur till the end of the month.  While thunder occurred on five different days, all occurrences were faint and distant.  Nevertheless, some downpours did occur but varied in intensity and duration from place to place within Berks County, resulting in monthly rainfall sums ranging from about 3.0 to 6.5 inches.  The 5.32 at RDG was near the median while the 5.02 at Reading 4 SW was a bit below the County median.   Substantial date amounts of 1.40, 2.04, and 1.16 all bettered weak date records at Reading 4 SW while the RDG counterparts of 1.40, 2.54, and 0.88 were each far below the corresponding official RDG date records which go back to 1869.  While the Reading 4 SW sum of 5.02 is slightly below the mean of 5.12, it fell significantly above the median (11th of 33) as the mean is skewed upward by several hefty September sums of near or above 10 inches.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (SEPTEMBER)

Avg Temp 70.8 – 2nd warmest of 32            (63.7 in 2000 to 71.2 in 2005)

Precip   5.02 – 11th wettest of 33           (0.83 in 2005 to 13.56 in 1999) 

Snowfall 0.0  – Snow was never observed here during September.

