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CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
December 2015     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   52  42  52  0.90            Frequent rain and drizzle into mid evening.
 2   54  49  49  0.31            Drizzle and light rain mostly during daylight.
 3   49  40  43   T              Sprinkle shortly after daybreak.
 4   50  32  32
 5   49  27  30
 6   54  25  33
 7   56  29  40
 8   49  31  35
 9   54  29  49 
10   57  42  42  0.02            Light rain before dawn.
11   59  37  45
12   63  43  54
13   69  48  53                  Fog early AM, then partly sunny and warm.
14   67  53  64  0.17            Fog predawn; lgt drizzle AM; few eve showers.
15   64  49  51  0.01            Rain ended shortly after midnight then windy. 
16   51  48  48
17   52  47  50  0.41            Rain, mostly light, 0830 to 1600.
18   51  36  36   T              Sprinkle early afternoon.
19   41  30  34
20   42  29  29
21   49  29  42
22   59  42  59  0.17            Light rain AM, mostly 0400 to 0800. Foggy
23   67  53  66  0.90            Few sprinkles AM; steady rain PM; foggy.
24   72  55  56  0.07            Few showers daybreak till 0900. Warm!
25   62  53  59  0.11            A foggy Christmas; light rain early evening. 
26   59  47  47  0.11            Light rain after dusk then drizzle with fog…
27   61  44  44  0.27            …till dawn. Light-mod rain dusk to mid eve.
28   44  37  37  0.09   T        Light rain at times PM. Feeble sleet ~1300.
29   45  37  45  0.94            Lgt rain/fog w/ heavier showers till 0900. 
30   48  43  46  0.14            Drizzle, fog, rain dusk to 2130. 
31   49  39  39
SUM 1697 1245    4.61   T   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 47.5 (+12.3)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 54.7 (+11.8)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 40.2 (+12.7)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 72 (+10) on 24th  (record 77 on 29 Dec 1984)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   55 on 24th        (record 60 on 22 Dec 2013)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  25 (+11) on 6th   (record -2 on 25 Dec 1989)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    41 on 19th        (record 16 on 26 Dec 1985)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      535 (1311)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (1271)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.61 (+0.35)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   45.32 (-6.58)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.94 on 24th       (record 3.27  12 Dec 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.03 on 28th-29th  (rec 3.90  04-05 Dec 1993)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      T (-4.1)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       T (-4.8)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    T on 28th        (record 8.0 on 08 Dec 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  T on 28th-28th   (rec 10.0 on 27-28 Dec 1990)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           24 on 15th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.70 on 5th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.41 on 14th
HIGHLIGHTS
December 2015 has become a December to remember for unprecedented warmth for the twelfth month.  At Reading 4 SW, the average temperature computed to 47.5, only 2.1 below the warmest November at 49.6 just last month, and a whopping 5.8 above the previous warmest Decembers of 1984 and 2006 (41.7).  Numerous date high min and high max temperature records were broken or tied.  The warmest, 72 on Thursday the 24th, occurred with only a little early afternoon sunshine.  Nearly full sun might have resulted in a maximum close to the December record of 77.  However, the sky did go mostly clear with light wind during the evening to reveal the full Christmas moon.  That clearing resulted in a drop in temperature to 55, likely spoiling the accrual of cooling degree days (CDD) and a new December date high minimum above the 60 from 22 December 2013 as the morning minimum was a Miami-like 65.4.  Reading 4 SW did accrue 3 CDD on 29 December 1984.  The dew point reached an amazing 70 briefly at noontime before slightly drier air arrived.  However, enough moisture remained to produce a foggy Christmas Day with the temperature close to 60 throughout the daylight and evening hours.  The minimum temperature for the whole month of 25 tied 1984 for the highest minimum temperature during any December.  Gloomy skies dominated this December and resulted in the average minimum temperature being further above normal than the average maximum.  Several days had narrow diurnal ranges including 48/51 on the 16th.  Furthermore, nine days contained fog with visibility one half mile or less. Historically, Reading (RDG) with an average temperature of 46.5, overwhelmed the 1923 standard of 42.0 by 4.5 degrees and included a high of 71 on the 24th.  Even with a period of record for temperatures back to 1898, four new or tied date high max records and nine new or tied date high min records occurred.   Another contributor to the record-smashing warmth was the total lack of days cooler than normal.  A few days early and around the winter solstice chilled to near normal but not below.  While eight days warmed to at least 60, only nine cooled to freezing and not by much.  Mildness was persistent enough to coax a neighbor’s dogwood tree to bloom for Christmas, though not as brilliantly as its more usual early spring blooms. 
Precipitation this December was mediocre, totaling a high-end normal 4.61.  Three separate storms each brought around an inch of rain and accounted for the majority of the month’s catch.  Further, this December could boast only a feeble fall of sleet with rain while the temperature was 38 briefly at 1300 of the 28th as the only wintry precipitation to join six other Decembers since 1984 with sub-measurable snow or sleet.  
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (DECEMBER)

Avg Temp 47.5 – 1st warmest of 32    (23.8 in 1985 to 41.7# in 1984, 2006)

Precip   4.61 – 11th wettest of 33   (0.65 in 1998 to 11.76 in 1983) #Previously
Snowfall T – 1st (7-way) least of 33 (T in 7 years to 17.3 in 1995)
