LOCAL CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA

READING 4 SW, PENNSYLVANIA         2015 ANNUAL SUMMARY

   ELEVATION 320 FEET ASL    LATITUDE 40°19.0'N    LONGITUDE 75°59.3'W

                           OBSERVATION TIME (LMT): 24:00

              ----- TEMPERATURES  (°F) -----                          PRECIPITATION (IN.)    - SNOWFALL  (IN.) -

              EXTREME      ---- AVERAGE ----   TOTAL DEGREE DAYS      MONTH   MAX    MAX     MONTH   MAX    MAX

      MONTH   MAX  MIN     MAX    MIN    AVG  HEATNG COOLNG GROWNG    TOTAL  1-DAY  24-HR    TOTAL  1-DAY  24-HR  MONTH

        JAN    53    8    35.3   20.9   28.1    1138                   3.35   0.87   1.01     11.0    4.7    5.2    JAN

        FEB    44   -1    31.6   13.1   22.4    1186                   1.91   0.82   0.94      9.5    3.2    3.2    FEB

        MAR    66    5    45.7   27.3   36.5     875            30     5.45   0.93   1.10     15.1    7.8    7.8    MAR

        APR    82   29    64.9   42.2   53.6     337           241     1.96   1.07   1.12                           APR

        MAY    89   43    80.4   56.4   68.4      55    169    587     3.05   1.99   2.35                           MAY

        JUN    93   52    81.1   63.6   72.4      18    245    662     8.21   1.45   2.24                           JUN

        JUL    94   57    85.7   66.6   76.1            351    791     4.44   0.97   1.17                           JUL

        AUG    94   56    85.5   63.8   74.6            307    746     2.20   1.16   1.16                           AUG

        SEP    95   48    81.6   60.0   70.8      10    192    610     5.02   2.04   2.04                           SEP

        OCT    79   28    65.3   44.4   54.8     309      2    255     3.75   1.22   1.36                           OCT

        NOV    79   26    59.7   39.5   49.6     457      5    174     1.37   0.69   0.71                           NOV

        DEC    72   25    54.7   40.2   47.5     535                   4.61   0.94   1.03       T      T      T     DEC

       YEAR    95   -1    64.5   45.0   54.8    4920   1271   4096    45.32   2.04   2.35     35.6    7.8    7.8   YEAR

        DEP    -2   -6    +0.7   +1.1   +0.9    -130   +192   +304    -6.58                   +6.5                  DEP

         ANNUAL TEMPERATURE EXTREMES AND FREEZE DATA. . .

          HIGHEST MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) .....: 95, 9/08 9/09

          LOWEST MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) ......: 14, 2/15

          HIGHEST MINIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) .....: 76, 7/20

          LOWEST MINIMUM TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) ......: -1, 2/16

          HIGHEST AVERAGE TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) .....: 85, 7/20 9/09

          LOWEST AVERAGE TEMPERATURE, DATE(S) ......: 7, 2/16

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MINIMUM OF 32 OR BELOW ..: 100

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MAXIMUM OF 32 OR BELOW ..: 25

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MINIMUM OF 0 OR BELOW ...: 3

          NO. OF DAYS WITH MAXIMUM OF 90 OR ABOVE ..: 23

          TEMPERATURE & DATE OF LAST SPRING FREEZE .: 32, 4/12

          TEMPERATURE & DATE OF FIRST FALL FREEZE ..: 28, 10/19

          NO. OF DAYS BETWEEN (GROWING SEASON) .....: 190

         ANNUAL PRECIPITATION EXTREMES. . .

          NO. OF DAYS WITH A TRACE OF PRECIPITATION : 31

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.01 TO 0.09 IN. OF PCPN : 50

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.10 TO 0.49 IN. OF PCPN : 50

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.50 TO 0.99 IN. OF PCPN : 26

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 1.00 TO 1.99 IN. OF PCPN : 8

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 2.00 OR MORE IN. OF PCPN : 1

          MAXIMUM ONE-DAY PRECIPITATION, DATE(S) ...: 2.04, 9/12

          MAXIMUM FLOATING 24-HOUR PCPN, DATE(S) ...: 2.35, 5/31-1

          NO. OF DAYS WITH A TRACE OF SNOWFALL .....: 13

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 0.1 TO 0.9 IN. OF SNOW ..: 14

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 1.0 TO 3.9 IN. OF SNOW ..: 8

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 4.0 TO 7.9 IN. OF SNOW ..: 3

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 8.0 OR MORE IN. OF SNOW .: 0

          MAXIMUM ONE-DAY SNOWFALL, DATE(S) ........: 7.8, 3/05

          MAXIMUM FLOATING 24-HOUR SNOW, DATE(S) ...: 7.8, 3/05

          NO. OF DAYS WITH 1 IN. OR MORE SNOW COVER : 58

          MAXIMUM DEPTH (IN.) OF SNOW & ICE, DATE ..: 12, 3/05

          THUNDER DAYS .............................: 38
HIGHLIGHTS
Year 2015 at Reading 4 SW turned out to be moderately warmer than normal with an average annual temperature of 54.8 along with moderately below normal total precipitation of 45.32”.

The warm final annual average temperature occurred despite a very cold first quarter, a chilling Jan-Feb-Mar average of 29.2 which included a coldest February at 22.4.  Only 1994 for those same months was colder at 28.7.  And last year (2014) was almost as cold at 29.8.  However, a major turn-around occurred during April which averaged slightly warmer than normal.  Then the remaining months of 2015 were all near, above or much above normal, including a new warmest May (68.4), November (49.6), December (47.5) and a second warmest September (70.8).  These warmer-than-normal months not only offset the initial chill but contributed enough additional warmth to produce a year 0.9 degree above normal overall.  
The wettest month was June at 8.21” but would have been 10.20” if late evening 31 May downpours occurred just a few hours later.  No other month tallied at or above 6.00”.  Year 2015 was moderately dry overall at 45.32” (-6.58) with no really major precipitation events.  Only three storms brought at least 2.00”, but only slightly over.  The greatest within 24 hours was 2.35” from a thunderstorm episode which spanned 31 May and 1 June.

Snowfall was frequent from January till the last day of winter (20 March), reaching an impressive almost 3 feet (35.6”).  However, no measurable snow fell afterward including the late fall to early winter late-year period during which only a few tiny sleet pellets were observed.
No significant impact from named tropical systems or their remnant lows occurred during 2015.

January 23-24: First significant (at least 2.0”) snowfall of 5.2” occurred overnight.

February: Arctic air prevailed the second half of the month to produce a new coldest February at 22.4, much below the previous coldest of 26.7 of 1994, and was keyed by highs of 14 and 15 on the 15th and 16th, low of -1 on the 16th, and lows of zero on the 20th and 24th.  The -1 was the first subzero temperature at Reading 4 SW since February 1996.  These three zero or below low temperatures marked the first year with at least three such days in a year since 1994.  Arctic air continued till 7 March and produced record lows of 5 on 6 March and 6 on 7 March.

March 5, 20: Year’s greatest snowstorm of 7.8” occurred on 5 Mar.  An encore wet snowfall of 4.5” accumulated on the last day of winter (20 Mar), only to melt rapidly the next morning. 

May: Monthly average temperature of 68.4 edged above the 68.3 averages from Mays 2004 and 2012 for new warmest May without reaching 90 but with consistent warmth and very short, non-extreme cool periods.  

June 11: Temperature heated to at least 90 (93) for the first time this year.  A total of 23 days with highs at least 90 occurred this year which is close to normal.  

June 12: Localized severe thunderstorm produced significant wind damage in the immediate area, which got regional TV coverage, though with only 0.35” of rain.  Another thunderstorm produced minimal wind damage with only 0.37” of rain only two days later on 14 June.

September 8, 9: High temperatures of 95 both days were the year’s hottest.  These days and four others which reached at least 90 helped to produce a September average of 70.8 which is second only to 71.2 in September 2005.
November:  Monthly average temperature of 49.6 edged above the 49.5 of November 2006 and was keyed by five consecutive days with highs at least 70 including 79 on the 4th and a high/low of 76/64 on the 6th.

December:  Tropical air was dominant over polar air and resulted in a record-smashing warm December average of 47.5 which melted the previous warmest of 41.7 from 1984 and 2006.  Only nine days cooled to freezing, and not by much.  Meanwhile, eight days warmed to at least 60 and was keyed by a high of 72 on the 24th and 69 on the 14th.  Additionally, 17 days had lows at or above 40 which included four above 50.
