 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2016    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   64  35  50
 2   60  29  29  0.04            Light showers before dawn.
 3   37  22  30  0.02  0.3    T  Light snow late evening.
 4   40  29  32  0.10  0.8    0  Light snow till 0730 then quick melting. 
 5   42  23  36
 6   48  30  30
 7   66  29  50
 8   76  45  63   T              Sprinkle during dawn.
 9   80  41  68 
10   80  57  67
11   67  45  45  0.01            Sprinkles before and during dawn.
12   62  35  50
13   58  47  47  0.12            Occasional light rain after 0800.
14   49  43  43  0.41            Rain till dawn then occasional drizzle.
15   55  43  43  0.02            Drizzle and light rain before dawn.
16   68  39  46  0.04            Brief T-shower ~1450 and other drizzle. 
17   59  39  49  0.07            Brief T-shower ~1430 and other sprinkles.
18   63  43  43
19   45  32  40   T              Few drops during midday.
20   42  36  37   T     T        Few sprinkles or rain and sleet PM.
21   49  29  35
22   60  27  47
23   72  43  49
24   71  40  46
25   70  44  44  0.14            Shower ~0830 and few AM sprinkles… 
26   59  34  44
27   58  43  46  0.01            Light rain late evening.  EASTER
28   62  43  48  0.45            Showers till 1000, mostly near dawn.
29   57  37  37 
30   61  28  51 
31   73  50  67   T              Sprinkle ~2015.
SUM 1853 1160    1.43  1.1   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 48.6 (+6.6)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 59.8 (+7.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 37.4 (+5.5)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 80 (+6) on 9,10th (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   57 on 10th        (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  22 (+6) on 3rd    (record  5 on 06 Mar 2015)+
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    37 on 3rd         (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      502 (3697)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      4 (4)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.43 (-2.89)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   11.30 (+0.04)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.45 on 28th       (record 3.12  21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.51 on 13th-14th  (rec 3.62  21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      1.1 (-3.1)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       34.7 (+6.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.8 on 3rd       (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  1.1 on 3rd-4th   (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         1 on 4th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           31 on 2nd
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.57 on 12th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.46 on 2nd
HIGHLIGHTS
The dominance of above normal temperatures of February strengthened during March while the wetness of February reversed.  Like February, a “three-peat” of wintry Marches was averted.  Winter normally does have a few more punches to throw during March.  However, wintry conditions this March were only like a couple of slaps on the wrist.  The average temperature for March 2016 of 48.6 at Reading 4 SW was second warmest of the last 32 but rather distantly to the 52.0 of March 2012, but still contrasted sharply to the averages of 36.5 and 36.2 of Marches 2015 and 2014 respectively.  The lowest of 22 on the 3rd was much less extreme than lows of 5 and 9 of those last two, and highs of 80 on the 9th and 10th greatly out-performed the highs of 66 and 65 of the same two.  Further, seven days saw at least 70 this March, and three more exceeded 65.  Additionally, only ten days dipped to freezing, but not by much or long; and a high of 37 on the 3rd was the only daily high temperature below 40.  
Precipitation of only 1.43 placed third driest of 34 behind 0.83 from March 2012 and 0.69 from March 2006.  While twelve days with measurable precipitation is normal, they were all light to marginally moderate amounts as heavier storms went elsewhere.  The only measurable snowfall of 1.1 inch came during the 3rd/4th overnight and covered only non-paved surfaces for only a half day which was in stark contrast with the last two Marches which had snow pack for nearly half the months.
Historically for Reading (RDG), March 2016 was sixth warmest of 119 at 47.6 and fourth driest of 147 at 1.04 with only Marches of 2012 (0.80), 1910 (0.66), and 2006 (0.62) being drier.  RDG date record temperatures included high maximums of 80 on the 9th (74 from 2000) and 79 on the 10th (75 from 2006) plus high minimum of 56 on the 10th (53 from 2006).
Easter Sunday, the 27th, was cloudy with seasonably cool late March temperatures (43/58) and a light east wind but no rain until late in the evening. 

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)

Avg Temp 48.6 – 2nd warmest of 32              (35.9 in 1993 to 52.0 in 2012)

Precip   1.43 – 3rd driest of 34               (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993) 

Snowfall 1.1  – 14th least snowy of 34         (0.0 in 2012 to 16.4 in 1984)

