 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2016    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   82  61  61  0.02            Afternoon sprinkles, embedded light shower.
 2   61  41  42  0.19            Rain 0500-0800 (0.15); shower ~2200 (0.04).
 3   44  32  58                  Feeble snow flurries nearby but not here.
 4   52  31  31  0.22            Frequent sprinkles, rain dawn till late aft.
 5   44  27  28
 6   54  23  48
 7   60  45  45  0.81            Rain 0730-1200 (0.80); Light shower after dusk.
 8   49  34  34
 9   40  32  34  0.27  0.5    0  Wet snow, little rain 0730-1400; small accum…
10   50  28  44                   …all gone by 1600.
11   63  43  63
12   63  40  40  0.23            Mainly light rain predawn till 0830.
13   58  31  39
14   64  32  44
15   65  35  49
16   71  38  47 
17   77  38  52
18   82  42  57
19   73  48  50
20   73  38  53
21   73  43  60
22   77  59  65   T              Sprinkle during dusk.
23   66  49  49  0.16            Light rain 0400-0830 then clearing.
24   69  40  51
25   78  45  61 
26   84  55  55  0.02            (T-)showers nearby at times aft, eve.
27   55  49  53  0.01            Occasional Drizzle, mostly early AM.
28   55  44  44  0.43            Rain/drizzle PM, mostly mid-afternoon.
29   53  44  46  0.01            Little light rain PM.
30   59  45  51  0.01            Light rain late evening.
31   --  --  --
SUM 1894 1212    2.38  0.5   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 51.8 (-1.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 63.1 (-1.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 40.4 (-1.1)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 84 (-1) on 26th   (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   61 on 1st         (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  23 (-6) on 6th #  (record 23 on 07 Apr 2002)+
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    40 on 9th         (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      403 (4100)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      15 (19)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
# Tied record
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.38 (-1.64)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   13.68 (-1.60)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.81 on 7th        (record 2.95  30 Apr 2014)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.81 on 7th-7th    (rec 3.12  29-30 Apr 2014)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.5 (-0.0)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       35.2 (+6.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.5 on 9th        (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.5 on 9th-9th    (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         T on 9th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-2)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           35 on 3rd
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.47 on 17th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.33 on 2nd
HIGHLIGHTS
The warmth of March continued into the First of this April with a new mark for warmth for the year so far of 82 after a low of 66, but that low was dragged down to 61 by late evening.  However, this initial warmth turned out to be “April fools” as unseasonably cold temperatures quickly followed, eventually culminating in a monthly low of 23 on the 6th which tied the coldest April temperature with two previous occurrences during the 32 years of temperature records at Reading 4 SW.  This was only one degree above the coldest of this March.  Additionally, seven other days dropped to freezing, and four days had daily highs below 50.  The high of 40 on the 9th was third coolest daily high in April at Reading 4 SW.  Warmth was to return on several more days later in the month, including a monthly high of 84 on the 26th.  However, these warm days in addition to the initial warmth, was not enough to offset the chill.  This April’s average temperature computed to 51.8 for a departure from normal of minus 1.1, and was only 3.2 above March’s average.  Typically, April averages nearly 11 degrees warmer than March at Reading 4 SW.  Historically from records back to 1898, Reading (RDG) officially logged lows of 12 on 1 April 1923, 16 on 7 April 1982, and a few lower 20s.  RDG missed by only one or two degrees a few date temperature records on both the warm and cool side.
A riddle: what would one likely be doing the day after a snowstorm?  One would likely answer “digging out.”  However, the correct answer this April would likely have been “mowing grass.”   An unusually late accumulating wet snow briefly whitened lawns by midday 9 April.  But then, that accumulation melted by that late Saturday afternoon, setting for a chilly but sunny and dry Sunday which many area residents spent mowing their lawns.  That “Pleasant Valley Sunday” the 10th was the beginning of a long streak of pleasant April days with plenty of sunshine and mainly mild to warm daytime temperatures which lasted into Tuesday the 26th which is when the high of 84 occurred.  The little rain that fell during this 17-day stretch was brief, light, and mainly overnight or early morning.  Nevertheless, rainfall deficits increased during this period, and the NWS issued red flag warnings for elevated fire danger on some of those days.  Although measurable rain fell on 12 days, which is normal, those rain occurrences, save for the 0.81 on the 7th, were only minor “nuisance” rainfalls, just like March, resulting in a second consecutive month of much below normal precipitation.  The 2.38 total at Reading 4 SW was low enough for 8th driest April of 34.  Totals in Berks County ranged from 1.7 to 3.0 inches (1.77 at RDG) this April.  Those areas near the high end got 1.25 to 1.5 inches on the 7th. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)

Avg Temp 51.8 – 12th coldest of 32              (49.7 in 2007 to 56.9 in 2010)

Precip   2.38 – 8th driest of 34                (0.65 in 1985 to 9.82 in 1983) 

Snowfall 0.5  – 7th snowiest of 34              (0.0 in 11 years to 5.1 in 2003)
