 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
May 2016    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   52  43  51  0.30            Drizzle and occasional light rain, mostly AM.
 2   65  48  58  0.82            Light rain ~0730; TSTM/rain after dusk.
 3   60  54  55  0.22            Occasional light rain AM.
 4   56  50  50  0.17            Occasional drizzle, light rain. 
 5   59  49  55   T              Late afternoon sprinkle.
 6   55  50  50  1.34            Rain dawn onward, mostly before 1300.
 7   61  49  52  0.05            Occasional light rain till 0900.
 8   69  49  49   T              Sprinkle at daybreak.
 9   70  45  50 
10   57  47  51  0.02            Midday sprinkles, light showers.
11   66  48  54
12   76  51  64
13   74  55  55  0.19            Lgt rain late morn; brief mod rain early aft.
14   75  48  50  0.08            Light rain 1400 hour; sprinkle at dusk.
15   58  42  42   T              Sprinkles at times 0900-1800.
16   67  37  57 
17   63  51  51  0.06            Light rain late morning into early afternoon.
18   65  50  55  0.02            Occasional sprinkles.
19   73  50  50
20   77  43  58
21   65  52  53  0.52            Periods of rain/drizzle after 0645, mostly eve.
22   66  52  55  0.06            Occasional light rain and sprinkles.
23   79  52  58  0.02            Showers in area late aft, much heavier nearby.
24   84  54  62   T              Few drops daybreak, early afternoon.
25   87  51  66 
26   90  58  76
27   91  69  76
28   91  70  76
29   90  67  72  0.30            Light showers dusk onward, moderate after 2300. 
30   86  67  68  0.81            Showers before dawn, heavy 0320-0335. Showers… 
31   88  66  67                   …dusk, early night, distant thunder.
SUM 2219 1623    4.98  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 61.9 (-0.5)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 71.5 (-2.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 52.4 (+1.5)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 91 (-0) on 27, 28 (record 98 on 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   70 on 28th        (record 72 on 30 May 2011)+
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  37 (-0) on 16th   (record 31 on 14 May 1996)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    52 on 1st         (record 49 on 02 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      179 (4279)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      90 (109)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.98 (+0.50)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   18.66 (-1.10)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.34 on 6th        (record 3.12  19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.38 on 6th-7th    (rec 4.10  04-05 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)        
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       35.2 (+6.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0              (record 0.0 on 00 May 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 May 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (-3)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           31 on 2nd
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.57 on 12th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.46 on 2nd
HIGHLIGHTS
May 2016 was bi-polar temperature-wise with persistent coolness the first 22 days followed by an abrupt emergence of summery temperatures the remaining nine days which nearly offset the earlier coolness.  The resulting average temperature of 61.9 was only 0.5 below normal, even though the running average through the 22nd was plenty low enough to be a new coolest May.  Gloomy skies dominated most days this May which checked many daily high temperatures but prevented most lows from being really chilly.  As a result, the high temperature average was significantly below normal while the low average was slightly above normal.  May 2015 was quite different when sunny days and warmth dominated enough to produce a new warmest May.  The monthly low and high of 37 and 91 respectively were typical for May.  The long Memorial weekend was excellent for outdoor summer fun and festivities, although a few area morning parades and ceremonies were canceled unnecessarily as heavy overnight rain ended before dawn of Monday the 30th despite threatening to continue till noontime.  Cancelation decisions needed to be publicized while heavy rain was still in the area.
Rainfall was frequent, occurring on 16 days, but totaled only a high-end normal 4.98 and marked the third month of five this year with a monthly total very slightly under 5.00; January had 4.97, and February had 4.90.  Three rainstorms, spanning six days, brought over 1.00 but not much more and contributed 3.49 of this month’s total.  Monthly rainfalls in Berks County fell mainly between 3.75 and 5.75, more in the upper half.  And some of the lower totals might have been incomplete.  RDG collected 4.38.  The cool, stable air which dominated suppressed thunderstorms.  Of the two occurrences of thunder, neither rumbled directly over Reading 4 SW.  The mid-month arctic air incursion brought sprinkles with temperatures in the upper 40s while snow flurries and graupel were reported farther upstate. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MAY)

Avg Temp 61.9 – 12th coolest of 32    (57.7 in 2005 to 68.4 in 2015)

Precip   4.98 – 11th wettest of 34    (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989) 

Snowfall 0.0  – The last occurrence of May flurries was 9 May 1977.

SPRING (MONTHS MAM) SUMMARY

For the spring quarter (calendar months of March, April, May) temperatures averaged 54.1 (+1.7), and precipitation totaled 8.79 (-3.84) which included 1.6 of snow, 1.1 during March and a late 0.5 on 9 April.  A historically warm and dry March contributed most of the anomalies of warmth and dryness.  Spring 2016 was fourth driest of 34 behind 2012 (8.11), 1985 (8.02), and 2006 (7.07).
