 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
August 2016    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   83  72  72   T              Few drops ~2200 from dissipated TSTM late eve.
 2   86  67  67  1.46            Drenching shower (no T) 1520-1625; 0.75 in…
 3   84  63  71                                                    …10 min.
 4   85  63  70 
 5   82  65  76
 6   91  70  70  0.01            Missed heavy shower NE ~1620; shower ~1840.
 7   88  62  73
 8   83  65  65
 9   87  61  77
10   92  77  81  
11   94  77  83                  TSTMs all around at times PM, missed rain.
12   97  77  81                  TSTMs all around mid-aft, missed rain.
13   97  76  84  0.01            Weak TSTM ~1800; missed SVR TSTM NW-N early eve
14   95  74  74  0.40            Two brief T-showers early evening.
15   89  71  78                  Max temp 89.4.
16   92  74  77  0.19            Brief gusty TSTM ~1530; showers nearby midnight
17   88  74  74  0.08            Shower very late eve and near dawn.
18   88  71  73  0.31            Showers 1840-2000.
19   89  68  69                  Max temp 89.4.
20   91  64  75
21   85  70  70  1.41            Rain, heavy at times, early aft, little thunder
22   80  59  59
23   83  54  65
24   86  60  73
25   86  67  77   T              Sprinkles midday.
26   90  71  71  0.01            Light shower toward dawn, heavy nearby S.
27   91  66  72
28   90  64  76
29   90  68  68 
30   86  62  67 
31   89  62  74   T              Sprinkles late afternoon, heavier nearby.
SUM 2738 2095    3.88  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 77.9 (+3.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 88.3 (+4.0)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 67.6 (+3.9)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 97 (+3) on 12, 13 (record 101 on 02 Aug 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   77 on 10, 11 ,12  (record 81 on 02 Aug 2006)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  54 (+2) on 23rd   (record 42 on 30 Aug 1986)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    80 on 22nd        (record 61 on 21 Aug 2007)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      409 (1201)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.88 (-0.11)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   28.79 (-5.20)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.46 on 2nd       (record 3.22  27 Aug 2006)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.46 on 2nd-2nd   (rec 3.70  27-28 Aug 2011)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 Aug 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Aug 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           7 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           27 on 16th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.36 on 23rd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.72 on 6th
HIGHLIGHTS
August 2016 will be remembered for persistent warmth including a strong heat wave during the days prior to mid-month.  Twelve daily highs of at least 90 including two 97s plus three 89s and three 88s as did 13 lows at or above 70 including four above 75 contributed to the warmth.  All 31 days warmed to at least 80 degrees.  The only other month during 33 years at Reading 4 SW to achieve that feat was July 2011.  Reading (RDG) officially did likewise.  The only other month in 119 years to achieve this feat was August 1970.  Normally, it is hard to go for too long, even during summer, without a cool air mass from Canada or a rain-cooled day which would keep temperatures below 80.  The 80s streak began 3 July (same at RDG); therefore, the streak is at 60 days as of 31 August, and counting.  This beats the previous longest 80s streak of 48 days from summer of 1966.   Cool periods both early and late this August were too weak to prevent this August from being a new hottest in 33 years at a 77.9 average, besting the 77.1 average from 2005.  Historically for RDG, this August averaged 77.4 which was second to 77.8 in August 1955.  The first week of August 1955 was torrid with highs of 102 and 100 plus a few upper 90s and with lows in the mid to upper 70s.  After that, this August out-performed 1955 with heat but not enough to catch up to 1955.  The aforementioned cool periods, though weak, proved enough to spoil setting a new historically hottest August at RDG.   Even so, the hottest August record appears weak compared to other calendar months and would have to be nearly 1.5 degrees higher to be as anomalous as the hottest July and September.  At least 12 Julys have heated more so than August 1955.

August continued the character of scattered showers and thunderstorms.  One episode, on Sunday the 21st, was widespread with a great majority of Berks County getting at least ¾ inch of rain, including localized torrents of over 2.5 inches.  Reading 4 SW got 1.41; RDG got 1.45 which edged the previous date rainfall record of 1.42 from 2007.  Other episodes, mostly during mid-month, contained only isolated downpours or hail such that most locales got light to moderate rainfalls or complete misses.  Reading 4 SW was included in a narrow north-to-south swath of very heavy rain late afternoon of Tuesday the 2nd which delivered 1.46, including 0.7 in 10 minutes, for the greatest one-day amount this month.  RDG with 1.33 was in this swath too.  The monthly total of 3.88 was near the norm of 3.99, thus the yearly deficit grew very slightly to 5.20.  While some areas of Berks County had greater rainfall totals this August of 4 to 5 inches including RDG with 4.72, more areas had less, even less than 2 inches at some.  Therefore, it was a dry month for the County overall. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (AUGUST)

Avg Temp 77.9 – 1st warmest of 33    (69.7 in 1992 to 77.1 in 2005*) *previously
Precip   3.88 – 15th wettest of 34   (0.22 in 1995 to 9.16 in 1986) 

Snowfall 0.0  – Snow was never observed here during August.
