 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
December 2016    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are LST)
 1   55  41  41  0.08            Shower 0000 hour; sprinkle ~1700.
 2   51  40  42
 3   50  41  44
 4   47  41  42   T              Sprinkle at midnight. 
 5   51  34  35  0.25   T        Rain, wet snow, drizzle till 0700.  
 6   42  29  38  0.71   T        Rain after 1300 mixed w/ sleet till 1600.
 7   49  34  34  0.04            Leftover drizzle till daybreak.
 8   44  30  32  0.01            Light rain during daybreak.
 9   38  30  30   T     T        Feeble flurries during dusk.
10   36  25  25
11   33  24  38   T     T        Snow flurries ~1000.
12   44  32  35  0.71  0.1       Rain 0100 to 0700 began as a wintry mix.
13   43  31  37
14   39  28  29
15   32  16  16
16   26  13  25
17   34  24  34  0.50  0.5   T   Wintry mix 0400 to 0950.
18   57  31  31  0.15            Showers predawn till midday; foggy predawn.
19   32  21  21 
20   35  14  24
21   41  20  30
22   50  29  40
23   46  32  36
24   46  36  43  0.46            Rain 0400 to 1100, mainly 0500 to 0800.
25   49  29  29
26   47  27  46  0.01            Light rain and drizzle midday.
27   61  42  42  0.01            Light shower at daybreak.  
28   42  27  28
29   41  28  37  0.39  0.8   T   Wintry mix 0600 to 0800, then rain till 1300.          
30   40  31  31   T     T        Few flakes at midday. 
31   44  29  44
SUM 1345 909     3.32  1.4   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 36.4 (+1.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 43.4 (+0.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 29.3 (+1.8)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 61 (-2) on 27th   (record 77 on 29 Dec 1984)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   42 on 27th        (record 60 on 22 Dec 2013)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  13 (-1) on 15th   (record -2 on 24 Dec 1989)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    26 on 16th        (record 16 on 26 Dec 1985)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      879 (1687)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (1430)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.32 (-0.94)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   41.02 (-10.88)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.71 on 6th, 12th  (record 3.27  12 Dec 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.75 on 6th-7th    (rec 3.90  04-04 Dec 1993)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      1.4 (-2.6)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       1.4 (-3.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.8 on 29th      (record 8.0 on 05 Dec 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.8 on 29th-29th (rec 10.0 on 27-28 Dec 1990)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         1 on 29th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           33 on 15th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.74 on 19th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.48 on 1st
HIGHLIGHTS
This December felt like a cold winter month, but that is because this December of 2016 was 11.1 degrees cooler than last December (2015).  In comparison, this December contained only one day which warmed to at least 60, 61 on the 27th, while December 2015 contained eight such days with a highest of 72.  On the cold side, the coldest of last December was 25 while this December had seven days which chilled to 25 or below.  Actually, this December averaged 36.4 which is 1.2 degrees above normal.  Extremes of 13 and 61 were quite typical.  Days with above normal temperatures outnumbered those colder than normal.  Of the warmer, only one day, the 27th, had a departure of more than 10.  Colder than normal ruled from the 15th to the 21st but was briefly interrupted by a warm spike on the 18th.  Nevertheless, the high temperature of 26 on Friday the 16th was quite impressive for a pre-solstice cold snap.  As of Christmas Day, the running monthly departure was almost exactly normal.  But then mild temperatures afterward, keyed by that high of 61 on the 27th, tipped the scale to the plus side.  Christmas Day was pleasant and mild but turned cold during the evening with calm air under a clear sky. 
Meanwhile, precipitation fell typically every few days but was only light to moderate with no more than three-quarter inch from any storm.  As a result, precipitation totaled only 3.32 which is nearly an inch subnormal.  Four storms began as a wintry mix but changed to rain before much accumulation.  In comparison, December 2015 accrued 4.61 of precipitation and was virtually snowless.  Precipitation varied little across Berks County this December with most areas collecting within the 2.5 to 3.5 range.  Snowfalls were minor with totals below 2 inches most areas, but 2 to 4 far western Berks and vicinity of the I-78 Corridor and the Blue Mountain range. 
Overall, December 2016 was a bland weather month at Reading 4 SW with considerably less commentary resulting in some unused space.  All three statistics, which are ranked monthly, scored in the midrange as shown below.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (DECEMBER)

Avg Temp 36.4 – 15th warmest of 33             (23.8 in 1989 to 47.5 in 2015)

Precip   3.32 – 13th driest of 34              (0.65 in 1998 to 11.76 in 1983) 

Snowfall  1.4 – 17th least of 34               (T in 7 years to 17.3 in 1995)

