 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
January 2017    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are LST)
 1   49  30  30
 2   41  30  39  0.29            Rain or drizzle after 0400.
 3   43  38  42  0.58            Drizzle with periods of rain.
 4   51  31  31  0.03            Drizzle with light rain wee hours. 
 5   32  24  29  0.03  0.7   1   Snow Began ~2100, fluffy.  
 6   30  22  22  0.05  1.1   2   Snow ended ~0400.
 7   24  19  19  0.06  0.9   2   Snow 0730 to 1130.
 8   24  14  15              1
 9   24   9  13              1
10   37  13  35  0.18   T    T   Feeble flurries noon, early aft; light…            
                                  …rain 2200 to 0130 then clearing.
11   47  32  47  0.46        0   Freeze-up at dawn. Rain after 1830.
12   64  47  59  0.06            Light rain before dawn and mid evening.
13   59  33  33
14   33  29  31  0.03   T        Light wet snow 1100-1400 then rain, froze eve.
15   39  25  26
16   43  19  37
17   43  37  39  0.31            Occasional rain, mostly late aft/eve.
18   50  39  45  0.02            Drizzle and a little rain AM.
19   50  32  32 
20   41  29  41  0.28            Rain late morn, early aft, then drizzle/fog.
21   47  41  45  0.01            Foggy with occasional drizzle till 0800; eve.
22   50  43  47  0.02            Occasional drizzle/fog predawn on, mostly eve.
23   47  37  37  0.71            Rain noon till dusk, then lighter rain.
24   45  37  41  0.17            Light rain till 0800; sprinkles early eve.
25   55  40  42  0.01            Little rain/drizzle before dawn.
26   54  39  42   T              Early morning sprinkles.
27   43  35  35   T     T        Few feeble wet flurries daytime.  
28   39  30  30   T     T        Ditto. 
29   40  30  33   T     T        Brief snow flurry early afternoon.          
30   37  24  24  0.02  0.3   T   Flurries aft, snow showers dusk into early eve. 
31   40  21  32  0.01   T    0   Snow grains 0800 to 1100.
SUM 1321 929     3.32  3.0   5
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 36.3 (+4.8)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 42.6 (+3.3)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 30.0 (+6.3)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 64 (+3) on 12th  (record 71 on 06 Jan 2007)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   47 on 12th       (record 61 on 15 Jan 1995)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  9 (+2) on 9th    (record -14 on 21 Jan 1994)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    24 on 7,8,9th    (record 2 on 19 Jan 1994)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      883 (2570)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.32 (-0.39)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   3.32 (-0.39)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.71 on 23rd       (record 3.02  23 Jan 2016)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.87 on 23rd-24th  (rec 3.20  22-23 Jan 2016)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      3.0 (-7.1)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       4.4 (-10.4)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    1.1 on 6th       (record 24.6 on 23 Jan 2016)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  1.8 on 5th-6th   (rec 28.0 on 07-08 Jan 1996)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         2 on 7th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 26th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.73 on 9th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.42 on 26th
HIGHLIGHTS
This January was rather mild but quite gloomy as some rain or snow fell on most days.  However, none of the precipitation was copious.  Measurable precipitation fell on 20 days, surpassing the record for January of 17 days from 2005 and tying the record for any month with February 1986 and December 2007.  Traces occurred on four additional days.  Despite this great quantity, quality was low with a low-end normal total of 3.32” (-0.39”, but slightly above median) which included the melts of a few snowfalls which totaled 3.0” (-7.1”).  Dominating overcasts largely checked wide ranges in temperature resulting in daily low temperatures averaging more above the normal than the highs.  Overall, the daily high and low temperatures averaged to 36.3 (+4.8) which was good enough for fifth warmest January of 33 at Reading 4 SW.  A harsh (not quite severe) cold period chilled the 5th through the 9th which featured the only five days which did not warm above freezing and was keyed by the month’s lowest of 9 above on Monday the 9th.  Otherwise, above normal temperatures dominated and included eight days which warmed to at least 50 and was keyed by the month’s highest of 64 on Thursday the 12th which was paired with a mild low for the day of 47.  Officially for Reading (RDG), the high/low of 63/47 were both new date records for high maximum and high minimum temperatures.  No other records were set or tied at RDG this January.        
This January was a near “carbon copy” of the previous month, December 2016, which featured also 3.32” of total precipitation including 1.4” of snow and a virtually tied average temperature of 36.4.  Additionally, the greatest calendar day precipitation amount of 0.71” was the same.  This January contained a few more days with some snow than last January (2016); however, last January featured a colossal snowstorm while the snows of this January were all minor.  More specifically, last January brought a total of 27.9” of snow, the melt of which was included in the total precipitation of 4.97”.  Last January averaged significantly colder at a low-end normal 31.1 but with similar temperature extremes of 62/13, also three days apart like this January. 
Precipitation this January in Berks County totaled mainly between 2.9” and 3.6” but ranged as low as 2.36” at RDG.  Snowfall in the County ranged between 1 and 5 inches with the greatest over the south and least northwest, a trend opposite of December’s.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (JANUARY)

Avg Temp 36.3 – 5th warmest of 33             (21.1 in 1994 to 39.6 in 2006)

Precip   3.32 – 19th driest of 35             (1.58 in 2008 to 8.00 in 1996) 

Snowfall  3.0 – 10th least of 35              (0.3 in 2006 to 46.5 in 1996)

