 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2017    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are LST)
 1   47  32  33   T              Sprinkles early afternoon. 
 2   44  29  29   T     T        Feeble wet snowflakes at midday.
 3   33  24  25
 4   36  19  29 
 5   45  29  45  
 6   55  34  38
 7   45  36  42  0.33            Rain 0330-1015; drizzle PM; fog.
 8   62  37  43  0.01            Fog & drizzle before dawn then clearing.
 9   44  22  24  0.61  2.5   2   Rain > sleet > snow 0100-0400; snow till 0800… 
10   31  20  29              2    …then flurries till 1000.            
11   48  27  39              T
12   41  32  40  0.18        T   Light rain, drizzle predawn till shortly…
13   40  31  31  0.01        0   …after midnight.
14   49  25  36
15   50  30  35
16   37  29  29
17   45  24  29
18   70  26  47
19   68  47  48 
20   58  37  37
21   52  30  42
22   63  42  46
23   74  39  61
24   77  53  64                  Foggy at daybreak, then sunny and record warm. 
25   75  42  42  0.27            Gusty TSTM, downpour, small hail ~1600; light…
26   43  28  28                   …shower ~1800.
27   54  25  37  0.01            Light rain ;ate afternoon.  
28   64  37  58  0.01            Light rain around midnight of 2/28 – 3/01. 
29   --  --  --          
30   --  --  --
31   --  --  --
SUM 1450 886     1.43  2.5   2
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 41.7 (+8.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 51.8 (+9.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 31.6 (+6.8)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 77 (+16) on 24th (record 77 on 24 Feb 1985)#
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   53 on 24th       (record 51 on 24 Feb 1985)+#
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  19 (+10) on 4th  (record -3 on 04 Feb 1996)+
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    31 on 10th       (record 14 on 15 Feb 2015)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      642 (3212)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
# Record tied or broken
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.43 (-1.80)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   4.75 (-2.19)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.61 on 9th        (record 2.81  13 Feb 2008)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.61 on 9th-9th    (rec 3.25  12-13 Feb 2008)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      2.5 (-7.4)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       6.9 (-17.8)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    2.5 on 9th       (record 26.0 on 11 Feb 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  2.8 on 9th-9th   (rec 26.0 on 11-11 Feb 1983)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         3- on 9th
Days with Hail:                    1
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           36 on 13th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.45 on 4th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.39 on 15th
HIGHLIGHTS
This February was the warmest 2nd month on record, not only for the relatively short period of record of Reading 4 SW, but also for the 120 years of official continuous temperature records for the Reading area (RDG).  At Reading 4 SW, the monthly average temperature of 41.7 easily surpassed the 40.3 average from 1998.  For Reading (RDG), the 40.5 average narrowly surpassed the 40.3 average from 1954.  The average of the daily highs of 51.8 (+9.6) contributed much more of the anomalous warmth than the average of the lows of 31.6 (+6.8).  While the highs far surpassed the 1990 standard of 49.4, the lows fell short of the 1998 mark of 33.1.  The first half of the month was only slightly above normal, and a few days were colder than normal which included the month’s coldest, 19 on Saturday the 4th, and the only “ice day” on the 10th with a high of 31, which occurred the day after the month’s only measurable snowfall of 2.5”.  However, this storm of rain to sleet to snow occurred only a half day after a high of 62.  RDG registered a record-tying (with 1965) 63.  But then the 2nd half of February was almost entirely like early spring.  These 14 days included seven days which warmed to at least 60, four of which warmed to at least 70.  The first 70, on the 18th, was not a record.  However, the high of 68 (also 68 at RDG) edged the 1997 record of 67.  After three days of slight cooling, warmth returned more strongly with highs of 74, 77, and 75 (RDG 73, 77, 75) on the 23rd to 25th.  The 73 at RDG edged past the 72 from 1922 and 1932.  The 77 on Friday the 24th tied the 77 from 1985 and also 77 on 25 February 1930 for the warmest February temperature at RDG and Reading 4 SW.  Thus, the high of 75 on the 25th was not a record.  The low of 53 on the 24th marked the warmest daily low temperature during any February at Reading 4 SW, surpassing 51 from 23, 24 February 1985.  Simultaneously, the 53 at RDG fell one short of 54 from 25 February 1930.  Therefore, the 65.0 average on the 24th was second warmest February day overall to 65.5 on 25 February 1930.  All this warmth came to a sudden end mid-afternoon of Saturday the 25th with a fast-moving line of thunderstorms.  While strong, but not quite damaging gusts, small hail, and a brief downpour were widespread as they were at Reading 4 SW, some nearby areas got socked with damaging gusts, hail to 1”, or longer downpours amounting to a half inch to locally over 1.0”.  This event marked this year’s first occurrence of thunder.  At Reading 4 SW, this rain was a minor 0.27” and not enough to avoid being the third driest February of 35 with 1.43”.  Only 2002 and 2009 were drier, both with 0.67”.  February precipitation totals in Berks County were mainly in the 1.0” to 1.8” range, including 1.03 at RDG for sixth driest of 148.  Isolated areas of western Berks collected over 2.0”.  Snowfall totals in Berks ranged from 2” to 5”.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (FEBRUARY)

Avg Temp 41.7 – 1st warmest of 33  # Previously (22.4 in 2015 to 40.3 in 1998#)

Precip   1.43 – 3rd driest of 35                (0.67 in 2009+ to 7.22 in 2008) 

Snowfall  2.5 – 10th (2-way) least of 35        (T in 1998 to 43.5 in 2010)

