 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2017    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are LST)
 1   52  39  44  0.04            Leftover (from 3/21) light rain before dawn 
 2   64  40  43
 3   68  38  49  0.33            Moderate rain late eve tapered toward 2359… 
 4   75  49  66  0.05            … and ended well before dawn
 5   69  51  52  
 6   52  44  47  1.06            Light to mod rain w/ some thunder dawn to dusk
 7   47  40  41  0.02            Light rain during midday

 8   60  36  39
 9   71  31  57 
10   80  42  64            
11   86  50  68
12   75  56  56  0.02            Sprinkles, light rain 0745 to 1045
13   65  45  46
14   70  44  51
15   70  43  56
16   87  54  63  0.04 [EASTER]   Brief sprinkles mid-aft; showers late eve
17   73  52  52  0.02            Light rain 0900-0930 then gradual clearing
18   70  44  51
19   60  46  55   
20   78  55  58  0.05            Shower late evening, distant thunder
21   65  54  57  0.26            Period of moderate rain during dawn
22   57  45  45  0.09            Occasional light rain dawn to dusk
23   69  38  48
24   59  45  54  0.06            Occasional light rain, sprinkles after 1000 
25   58  52  56  0.29            Occasional light rain, drizzle; mod 1615-1715
26   72  54  62  0.08            Occasional light rain before dawn
27   81  61  70
28   84  62  67 
29   84  64  67  1.27            T-storm during 0200 hour; downpours, vivid LTG          
30   73  53  53
31   --  --  --
SUM 2077 1427    3.68  0.0   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 58.4 (+5.4)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 69.2 (+4.9)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 47.6 (+6.0)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 87 (-1) on 16th  (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   64 on 29th       (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  31 (-1) on 9th   (record 23 on 06 Apr 2016)+
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    47 on 7th        (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      229 (4207)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      35 (35)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.68 (-0.34)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   14.45 (-0.83)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.27 on 29th       (record 2.95  30 Apr 2014)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.27 on 29th-29th  (rec 3.12  29-30 Apr 2014)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.5)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       22.0 (-7.2)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on          (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on          (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           82 on 8th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.49 on 19th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.18 on 6th
HIGHLIGHTS
Slightly below normal temperatures on 1 April would have been an April Fools joke on anyone who thought coolness would be the flavor of the whole month.  Much warmer temperatures quickly followed and dominated so convincingly that April 2017 became a new warmest April in at least 33 years at Reading 4 SW with a final monthly average temperature of 58.4, easily surpassing the 56.9 average from 2010.  Historically, the official average for the Reading area (RDG) was 57.9, second warmest in 120 years, only to 58.4 in 1941. A comparison with April 1941 details showed a near equal amount of chilly, seasonable, and moderately warm temperatures.  But April 1941 excelled in very warm temperatures including three days with highs around 90, whereas this April had none.  This provided April 1941 a decisive advantage with the high temperatures average.  While this April exceeded 1941 with the low temperatures average, it was not enough to offset the warmer highs of 1941.  This April’s warmest, 87 (86 at RDG) on Easter Sunday 16 April still was summery and was one of six days which warmed to at least 80.  April 1941 had nine.  The 86 at RDG became a new second warmest Easter high temperature but quite distantly to 96 on 18 April 1976.  At Reading 4 SW, Easter was included in a ten-day period during which nine days warmed to at least 70.  Overall, warmth was quite frequent for April but not too extreme.  The only official RDG record, a rather weak one, was a high of 85 (86 at Reading 4 SW) on the 11th which tied 2011.  Chilly periods were few and brief but included a high of only 47 on the 7th and a low of 31 on the 9th for the only freezing temperature.  That same day, the temperature rocketed to a high of 71!
Precipitation amounted to a low-end normal range total of 3.68.  After a good soaking of 1.06 at Reading 4 SW (2 to 3 inches several miles to the W) on the 6th and leftover rain showers on the 7th, rainfall was scant till near the month end.  Said rain occurred during the chilliest weather this April.  In fact, a trace of slush or graupel was observed mixed with the rain on the 7th over higher terrain and to the NW of Reading 4 SW.  Reading 4 SW averted a really dry April when a predawn thunderstorm complex on Saturday the 29th brought vivid lightning, “crash-boom” thunder, and on-and-off downpours which amounted to 1.27 in less than an hour.  This storm erupted in quite humid air which kept low temperatures above 60 during the 27th, 28th, and 29th.  April precipitation totals in Berks County fell mostly in the range of 2.5 to 3.8 but ranged from 2.29 at RDG to 4.88 in Marion Township in western Berks County.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)

Avg Temp 58.4 – 1st Warmest of 33  (49.7 in 2007 to 56.9 in 2010#) # previously
Precip   3.68 – 16th driest of 35  (0.65 in 1985 to 9.82 in 1983) 

Snowfall 0.0  – Least snow of 35   (0.0 in 12 years to 5.1 in 2003)

