 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft ASL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2018    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   59  40  46  0.70            Light to moderate rain after 1500
 2   46  36  36  0.39   T        Periods of rain AM; wet snow flurries midday
 3   47  36  39
 4   47  31  31
 5   46  29  29  
 6   50  23  35  0.11  0.1    T  Rain late evening; wet snow toward midnight
 7   37  33  36  0.55  2.0    1  Wet snow varying rates till 1500; light rain 
 8   42  31  31               T
 9   43  30  39   T     T     0  Feeble flurries mid-afternoon
10   44  28  30
11   45  23  29
12   42  25  34  0.11  0.3    T  Light rain 1630 > mix > wet snow dusk…
13   40  30  32  0.08  0.6    0  …till dawn
14   40  29  34 
15   45  32  35   T              Sprinkle mid-afternoon 
16   42  30  30   T     T        Flurry mid-morning
17   49  26  37  
18   52  30  36
19   49  28  36
20   37  30  37  0.11  0.3    T  Light snow midday, aft > mix > rain evening          
21   37  29  33  1.03 10.3   10  Mix wee hours then all-day snow, heavy mid-aft
22   48  28  37  0.01  0.1    4  Leftover snow shower just after midnight
23   47  29  36               1
24   49  30  36               T
25   48  28  32  0.06  0.9    T  Snow 07 to 11 hours, melted rapidly 12 hour
26   51  25  35               0
27   46  29  38  0.03            Occasional light rain late afternoon, evening  
28   48  38  46  0.05            Occasional light rain and drizzle
29   68  45  54  0.06            Ditto
30   57  42  42  0.13            Ditto     
31   59  34  47
SUM 1460 957     3.42 14.6    4
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 39.0 (-3.0)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 47.1 (-5.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 30.9 (-1.0)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 68 (-6) on 29th  (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   45 on 29th       (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  23 (+7) on 8,11  (record  5 on 06 Mar 2015)+ 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    37 on 7,20,21    (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      798 (4412)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (3)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.42 (-0.90)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   13.53 (+2.33)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.03 on 21st      (record 3.12  21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.09 on 1st-2nd   (rec 3.62  21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      14.6 (+10.3)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       38.5 (+10.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    10.3 on 21st     (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  10.4 on 20-21st  (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         10 on 21st
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           36 on 2nd
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.71 on 26th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.36 on 2nd
HIGHLIGHTS
March 2018 was yet another very eventful and anomalous month in the Reading PA area, including Reading 4 SW.  The key event was the “welcome spring” snowstorm which began innocuously as the season rolled over to spring on Tuesday the 20th as light snow which changed to mix then rain after a small accumulation.  Then toward dawn of the 21st, mix became all snow and increased in intensity during the day before gradually tapering during the evening.  Nearly eleven (10.7) inches accumulated which surpassed the previous greatest spring snowfall since 1870 of 10.0” on 1 April 1924.  Numerous other snowfalls throughout the month were all rather minor and ranged from only traces to a couple of inches, but were enough to result in a final monthly total of 14.6” which became fifth greatest March total at Reading 4 SW since 1983 and tenth greatest for the Reading area since 1870.  Historically, three of the last four Marches placed among the ten snowiest of nearly 15 decades, also 15.1” both March 2017 and 2015.  The above-described major snowstorm was the fourth of four cyclones which were considered nor’easters as they impacted the region.  Consequently, this one was dubbed “Four-Easter” by a Philadelphia TV weathercaster.  The first brought a soaking rain (1.09”) and a flurry on the 1st into 2nd.  Reading 4 SW caught only fringe effects from the second and third storms with light to moderate precipitation, including 2.1” of snow on the 6th-7th and 0.9” of snow on the 12th-13th.  These four systems combined contributed 3.09” of the 3.42” precipitation total and 13.7” of the 14.6” snow total.  Despite all this snow and cold, most grounds were covered by an inch or more on only four days.  In Berks County, snow totals ranged from 12” to 26”, the more south or east or on higher terrain.
In between four (three) rather mild days at the start (end) of the month came a streak of 24 consecutive days which were colder than normal.  While the chill was persistent, it was never extreme as the greatest departure was minus 10.  Of the few days above normal, one had a departure of plus 13, the 1st, which was a brief carryover of February’s warmth.  Thus, temperatures cruised within a rather narrow range of 23 to 68.  Months of March usually contain some days with lows in the teens or singles and highs in the 70s or 80s.  Overall, this March averaged 39.0 (-3.0) of which the daily highs contributed much more to the anomaly than the daily lows which likely made the month felt considerably colder than it really was, as high temperatures are generally more impressionable.  This February-March pair contributed to a rarity.  March was colder than February as it was last year (2017) also.  Prior to 2017, only February-March pairs of 1909, 1932, 1960, and 1984 were of that suit according to official Reading area records. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)

Avg Temp 39.0 – 9th coolest of 34             (35.9 in 1993 to 52.3 in 2012)

Precip   3.42 – 13th driest of 36             (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993) 

Snowfall 14.6 – 5th most of 36                (0.0 in 2012 to 16.4 in 1984)
