 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft ASL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2018    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   60  42  45   T              Sprinkle at 1215
 2   45  32  32  0.69  3.1    0  Rain > slushy snow 0100-0700; melted midday
 3   44  32  43  0.34            Rain/drizzle after 0800; mod rain forenoon
 4   56  37  37  0.06            Drizzle and fog till 0900; shower late AM
 5   46  30  30   T     T        Few stray snowflakes at daybreak   
 6   65  30  53  0.01            Light rain at daybreak; sprinkle at dusk
 7   53  32  32 
 8   45  27  33
 9   45  29  35  0.05   T        Slushy rain late aft, eve, into wee hours…
10   48  30  30   T     T        …Wet snow melted on impact
11   55  28  47
12   71  41  64  0.01            Light rain at midday
13   86  61  70
14   86  50  50 
15   50  39  40  0.08            Frequent drizzle and occasional light rain 
16   56  40  40  1.25            Rain, some heavy, till 0700 then light showers
17   46  37  37  0.01   T        Sprinkles, slushy rain shower mid afternoon  
18   56  36  48  0.01            Light rain very late evening…
19   48  39  39  0.23            …till dawn; light rain during midday
20   53  34  37          
21   61  30  44
22   68  34  51
23   72  38  47
24   67  40  52  0.10            Light rain after dusk
25   63  52  58  0.72            Rain, mostly before 0700
26   67  48  50
27   59  47  48  0.34            Periods of rain dawn till forenoon  
28   74  43  50  0.54            Showers 00 hr (0.14); dense fog; showers late… 
29   52  45  45                   …aft/evening (0.40) after nice midday/aft
30   70  43  43
31   --  --  --
SUM 1767 1149    4.44  3.1    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 48.6 (-4.3)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 58.9 (-5.4)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 38.3 (-3.2)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 86 (+1) on 13,14th (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   61 on 29th         (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  27 (-1) on 8th     (record 23 on 6 Apr 2016)+ 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    44 on 3rd          (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      496 (4908)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      12 (15)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.44 (+0.42)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   17.97 (+2.75)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.25 on 16th      (record 2.95  30 Apr 2014)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.30 on 15th-16th (rec 3.12  29-30 Apr 2014)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      3.1 (+2.6)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       41.6 (+12.6)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    3.1 on 2nd       (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  3.1 on 2nd-2nd   (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         3 on 2nd
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-3)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           35 on 4th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.47 on 21st
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.38 on 16th
HIGHLIGHTS
The forecast of a snowstorm is often the butt of an April fool joke, and it rarely occurs.  April Fool Day apparently was postponed a day in respect of the observance of the resurrection of the Lord, Jesus Christ, on Easter Sunday.  Easter last fell on 1 April in 1956.  The “joke” was for real this time as a heavy, slushy snow accumulated 2 to 6 inches, largely elevation dependent, on the Reading area during early morning the 2nd, only hours after a seasonably pleasant Easter Sunday high temperature of 60.  Evaporational and dynamic cooling was just enough to change initial rain to that heavy wet snow.  However, it melted within several hours as do most April snow accumulations.  The 3.1” at Reading 4 SW was enough to produce the ninth snowiest April in 15 decades of Reading area records and added to what already had become the snowiest spring from the 21 March snowstorm alone.  Further, this was the first April with more than an inch of snow since 2003 which had a snowfall of similar magnitude.  Even more, snow was observed on at least four additional days this April, but none produced accumulation.  
Nevertheless, the overwhelming dominance of below normal temperatures of March continued during April.  However, of the seven days not cooler than normal, two just prior to the midpoint were quite exceptional with highs of 86 on the 13th and 14th.  The min of 61 (59 at RDG) in between was a new record high minimum for 13 April, surpassing 57 from 2002.  Meanwhile, wintry weather was lurking not very far to the north.  This warm surge ended very abruptly late Saturday evening the 14th as that cold air bled in from the NE as a shallow wedge.  And temperatures continued to fall Sunday to 43 by mid-afternoon, 43 degrees cooler than 24 hours earlier, thus re-establishing the anomalous chill which began in early March.  Despite these two warm days being warmer than normal than any of the cold days were below normal, this April at Reading 4 SW became a new coldest April in 34 years with a monthly average of 48.6 (-4.3), undercutting the 49.7 average of April 2007, sharply contrasting with last April (2017) which became warmest at 58.4.  The 47.9 average at RDG was ninth coldest in 121 years and coldest since 46.8 in 1982.  While none of the majority cold was really extreme, a min of 29 on the 21st tied the record low minimum with 1981 for that date.  The lowest of 27 on the 8th was not unusual for an April monthly minimum.  
Meanwhile, precipitation was evenly distributed during the month, keyed by a soaking of 1.33 at mid-month, and totaled a high-end normal 4.44 at Reading 4 SW.  Precipitation totals in Berks County were mostly in the range of 3.5 to 4.7 inches, including 3.70 at RDG.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)

Avg Temp 48.6 – 1st coolest of 34  (49.7 in 2007# to 58.4 in 2017) # previously

Precip   4.44 – 13th wettest of 36    (0.65 in 1985 to 9.82 in 1983) 

Snowfall 3.1  – 4th most snow of 36   (0.0 in 12 years to 5.1 in 2003)
