 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft ASL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
May 2018    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   82  37  63
 2   88  48  68
 3   92  59  71                  Shower to N toward dusk
 4   87  64  69   T              Sprinkle forenoon, sub-measurable
 5   74  59  59   T              Few sprinkles PM, sub-measurable   
 6   68  55  55  0.38            Period of rain 1300-1700, brief downpour @ 1303
 7   75  48  57 
 8   79  53  56
 9   81  49  60
10   77  51  62  0.07            Showers forenoon; sprinkles toward sunset
11   77  55  62
12   70  51  57  0.71            Showers before dawn; gentle t-shower early eve
13   57  52  54  0.85            Rain midday; showers late eve, 1 distant t-clap
14   78  54  66   T              Few drops 1830-1845 
15   92  64  64  0.40 sm. hail   Shower dawn; gusty TSTM late aft, brf downpour 
16   64  59  59  0.34            Periods of rain and drizzle
17   70  59  64  0.36            Rain, mostly till dawn; little more midday  
18   69  51  51  0.06            Light shower at midday; rain very late evening
19   59  49  59  1.50            Rain, light to mod heavy AM; drizzle, fog PM…
20   82  59  63  0.04            …till dawn; light shower dawn and midday          
21   79  55  64
22   66  59  61  0.48            Rain near dawn and at midday; drizzle at times
23   80  58  58  0.02            Lgt rain, drizzle till dawn; foggy at daybreak
24   86  52  70
25   89  56  75
26   91  68  76
27   76  59  59  0.01            Hvy shower missed 1 mile E @ 0615; ocnl drizzle  
28   74  58  67   T              Little drizzle AM 
29   88  67  73                  Very humid, dew point rose to middle 70s
30   80  65  65                  Foggy at daybreak
31   75  62  72  0.07            Occasional light rain, drizzle daybreak to midn 
SUM 2405 1735    5.29  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 66.8 (+4.4)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 77.6 (+3.6)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 56.0 (+5.1)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 92 (+1) on 3d,15th (record 98 on 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   68 on 26th        (record 72 on 30 May 2011)+
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  37 (-0) on 1st    (record 31 on 14 May 1996) 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    57 on 13th        (record 49 on 02 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      47 (4955)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      111 (126)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.29 (+0.17)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   23.26 (+2.92)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.50 on 19th      (record 3.12  19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.55 on 18th-19th (rec 4.10  04-05 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       41.6 (+12.6)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 May 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 May 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    1
Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-2)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           32 on 15th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30. 30 on 18th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.74 on 15th
HIGHLIGHTS
The dominant chill of April carried into May for several hours, just long enough to produce a low of 37 early on the first.  The temperature soared to 82 that same day, less than ten hours later.  A new pattern had begun.  The former pattern, which produced the ninth coolest April out of 121 officially for the Reading (RDG) area, reversed to produce officially the ninth warmest May of 121, tied with May 1918 at 66.5.  At Reading 4 SW, the 66.8 average was good for fourth warmest May of 34.  After that initial low of 37, the lowest for the remaining 30 days was 48.  Very soon, the first 90 temperature of 2018 occurred on Thursday the 3rd at 92.  The 90 at RDG tied a weak record high for that date.  Two additional days, the 15th (92) and 26th (91), heated to at least 90.  Warmth was rather persistent during the whole month but was rudely interrupted a few times as moderately chilly air wedged in on easterly winds with some rain or drizzle.  These shallow intrusions cooled some daily high temperatures while corresponding low temperatures were near normal.  However, the coolest daily high was 57 on Mothers’ Day.  These cool intrusions were rather brief.  Therefore, most of this May’s coolness came from the east or northeast with low overcast and rain or drizzle, maritime Polar (mP) air.  Continental Polar (cP) air, which is usually common during May and often brings fair weather with pleasantly mild days after chilly nights, was absent this May.  Further, frequent overcast or humid dew points helped to keep daily lows from sinking really low.  As a result, the average of the daily lows (56.0, +5.1) contributed more to the warm anomaly than the average of the daily highs (77.6, +3.6).   In comparison, May 2017 was rather cool, averaging 61.1 with extremes of 38 and 93. 
Meanwhile, rainfall was frequent, especially during the middle third, and adequate, when combined with the dominant warmth and intervening sunshine resulted in rampant vegetative growth, including a rapid catch-up of the tardy spring blooms of March and April.  Some rain fell on 18 different days but amounted to only a high-end normal 5.29 at Reading 4 SW.  In comparison, May 2017 also had many days with some rain, but a total of only 4.40.  Many areas of the Middle Atlantic States got 1.5 to as much as quadruple normal.  Heavy rain was much less frequent in Berks County than most other counties.  Most rain fell during the minority cool days, including 1.50 on Saturday the 19th, which was the only other day with a high below 60 (59).  Monthly rainfall totals in Berks County amounted to mainly in the range of 3.75 to 5.75 which are moderately below to moderately above normal.  RDG had 4.64.  Dense fog is rare in late May. Yet, dense fog formed three overnights in calm, humid air over moist ground.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MAY)

Avg Temp 66.8 – 4th warmest of 34     (57.7 in 2005 to 68.4 in 201)

Precip   5.29 – 8th wettest of 36     (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989) 

Snowfall 0.0  – The last occurrence of May flurries was 9 May 1977.
