 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft ASL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
September 2018    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   76  67  72  0.03            Light rain wee hours; spotty drizzle mid aft
 2   86  69  73  0.01            Little rain predawn
 3   93  72  74       Labor Day  Early fog; T-showers nearby aft/eve
 4   93  70  79
 5   94  71  77   
 6   94  72  72  0.17            Early evening thundershower
 7   87  70  70  0.08            Light rain from heavy TSTM nearby N-E 
 8   70  57  57  0.93            Rain, some heavy, before dawn; light rain eve
 9   59  53  58  1.97            Steady light-moderate rain full 24 hours
10   67  54  63  0.67            Periods of rain, drizzle, mostly before 1300
11   75  62  68  0.70            (T-)showers late afternoon into evening  
12   79  68  73  0.10            Late afternoon showers
13   78  72  72  0.01            Occasional drizzle or sprinkles
14   76  69  69  0.01            Ditto
15   81  63  65 
16   86  63  65                  Very dense fog started this day, then bright
17   76  63  76  0.30            Few showers after 0900  \ Copious Florence rain
18   84  67  67  0.06            Light rain late AM      / skirted around here.

19   84  63  64
20   77  62  67          
21   74  66  74  0.01            Little rain early afternoon
22   74  58  58  0.01            Little rain wee hours
23   62  57  61  0.12            Light rain late AM till early PM
24   72  60  60
25   67  59  66  1.88            Rain predawn till late aft, heavy early aft  
26   85  66  67  0.02            Edge of heavy TSTM (~1”) nearby S at dusk
27   70  58  58  0.39            Light rain late aft to mid eve, heavier late…
28   73  55  55  0.69            …into wee hours, then light till 0800
29   76  52  54
30   75  49  60
31   --  --  --
SUM 2343 1887    7.56  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 70.5 (+3.9)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 78.1 (+1.1)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 62.9 (+6.8)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 94 (+4) on 5,6th  (record 97 on 02 Sep 2010+)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   72 on 3,6,13th    (record 76 on 09 Sep 2016+)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  49 (+4) on 30th   (record 35 on 29 Sep 2000) 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    59 on 9th         (record 53 on 28 Sep 1984)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      27 (27)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      201 (1271)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 7.56 (+2.42)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   62.89 (+23.12)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.97 on 9th       (record 5.95  19 Sep 1999) Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    2.00 on 8th-9th   (rec 6.83  30-01 S-O 2010)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 Sep 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Sep 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           4 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           19 on 21st
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.41 on 24th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.74 on 18th
HIGHLIGHTS
September 2018 became another very wet month in the Middle Atlantic States.  While it was even wetter than August over the MAS on average, keyed by prolific to extreme rainfalls from Hurricane Florence during mid-month, monthly totals were much less for Reading 4 SW and all of Berks County.  Reading 4 SW collected 7.56 (+2.42) which ranked eighth wettest of 36.  After severely flooding much of North Carolina and southern Virginia, tropical rainstorm Florence came northeastward but skirted around most of Berks County, resulting in a minor contribution of only 0.36 at Reading 4 SW.  A week earlier, tropical rainstorm Gordon brought a very small contribution to Reading 4 SW while drenching areas a few counties to the west and north.  Therefore, all except a few percent of September rainfall was precipitated by mid-latitude weather systems, usually cold fronts which stalled nearby, and was fairly evenly distributed during the month.  September 2017 was not nearly as rainy with 3.56, exactly 4.00 less. 
A little drying ensued in wake of the end-of-August deluge as an early September heat wave developed just in time for Labor Day, the 3rd; and mugginess prevailed the remainder of that week, including four days with highs of 93 or 94 and five days with lows in the low 70s.  Thunderstorms and showers, then steady rain, accompanied the transition from hot to very cool during the month’s second five days and amounted to 3.82 at Reading 4 SW.  While the thunderstorms and showers brought slightly over 1 inch to Reading 4 SW, nearby N, NE, and E got much more, including 3 to 5 inches over east Reading, Mount Penn, and Lower Alsace Township during evening of the 7th to early morning of the 8th.  These downpours keyed September totals of 11 to 12 inches in these areas.  The steady rain which followed was quite general with additional amounts of 2 to 3 inches, including 2.64 at Reading 4 SW on the 9th into the 10th, and was accompanied by very cool air with a high of only 59.  The official maximum of 59 at Reading (RDG) on the 9th humiliated the previous record low maximum of 64 for that date.  More showers and thundershowers of moderate rain accompanied the return of warmer air the next four days, 11th to 14th.  Above normal temperatures then prevailed thereafter almost to the end of the month when the month’s low of 49 occurred on the 30th.  Showers and thunderstorms punctuated this second-half warmth on several days and brought a few more inches of rain.  Majority warmth resulted in a final monthly average of 70.5 (+3.9) and good for third warmest September of 35 at Reading 4 SW.  September 2017 was not as warm at 68.2.  Monthly rainfalls in Berks County were nearly all in the 6 to 12 range, including 8.03 at RDG.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (SEPTEMBER)

Avg Temp 70.5 – 3d warmest of 35                 (63.7 in 2000 to 71.2 in 2005)

Precip   7.56 – 8th wettest of 36                (0.83 in 2005 to 13.56 in 1999) 

Snowfall 0.0  – Snow was never observed here during September.
