 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft ASL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2019    

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all time references are military EST)
 1   48  30  30
 2   54  27  40
 3   67  31  49
 4   64  37  51
 5   49  39  44  0.25   T        Ocnl rain/drizzle, mainly aft; feeble sleet 
 6   69  39  47  0.01            Light rain/drizzle ended very early morning
 7   71  40  55  0.06            Light showers late evening
 8   78  53  59  0.04            Light showers shortly after midnight
 9   78  50  50  0.03            Shower around 1530
10   63  42  44          
11   60  40  48  
12   73  47  63  1.11            Rain from 1300, heavy at times eve; T ~ 1800
13   78  60  62  0.41            Showers/drizzle till 0700, then clearing
14   73  55  73  0.12            Showers early eve
15   73  44  45  0.60            Showers, little thunder before 0730
16   66  38  51
17   61  48  53  
18   75  51  68
19   75  65  70  0.29            Occasional light to moderate rain PM
20   76  59  59  0.32            Ditto except AM      
21   71  55  58
22   70  52  52               
23   80  46  63  0.01            T-shower in area ~2115; o/w few eve sprinkles
24   71  54  54
25   65  53  57  0.01            Occasional sprinkles mid aft, eve  
26   74  53  53  0.76            (T-)showers mid-morning; late afternoon 
27   66  49  52
28   58  38  38  0.06            Period of rain around 0800
29   62  33  52
30   74  52  59   T              Light rain showers in vicinity early evening
31   --  --  --
SUM 2042 1386    4.08   T     0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 57.1 (+4.2)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 68.1 (+3.8)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 46.2 (+4.7)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 80 (-5) on 23rd   (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   65 on 19th        (record 70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  27 (-1) on 2nd    (record 23 on 06 Apr 2016)+ 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    48 on 1st         (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      246 (4754)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      16 (16)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.08 (+0.06)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   17.26 (+1.98)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.11 on 12th      (record 2.95  30 Apr 2014) Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.52 on 12th-13th (rec 3.12  29-30 Apr 2014)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      T (-0.6)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       29.5 (+0.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    T on 5th         (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  T on 5th-5th     (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           4 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           33 on 15th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.47 on 5th, 29th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.31 on 26th
HIGHLIGHTS
April 2019 at Reading 4 SW temperature-wise, with an average of 57.1, sharply contrasted with the anomalous chill of last April (2018) which was the coolest April of the last 35 years at 48.6.  Only the April of two years ago (2017) averaged warmer at 58.4.  A strong majority of above normal temperatures fell between chilly “bookends” which featured the month’s minimum of 27 on Tuesday the 2nd and an unusually-late near-freezing minimum of 33 on Monday the 29th.  That low of 27 early in the month is typical for an April minimum.  While this April was second warmest in 35 years and tied for fifth warmest officially for Reading (RDG) in 122 years at 56.4, really anomalous warmth was absent.  The month’s maximum of 80 on the 23rd was 5 degrees below the typical April maximum.  At RDG, the maximum of 79 on the same date was cause to add this April to a rather small minority of Aprils which failed to reach at least 80.  Even some of the coolest Aprils warmed to 80 on at least one day.  Case in point, last year’s chilly April contained two daily highs of 86.  Previously, the “warmest” April which failed to reach 80 was 63rd warmest, a few places below the median.  This April was dominated by days with highs in the 60s or 70s and lows in the 40s or 50s, a consistency of mild to warm.  Thus, there really was a spring this year.  The key single contributor toward a warm April was a minimum of 65 on the 19th at both Reading 4 SW and RDG which surpassed the previous record high minimum for the date of 62 from 2002 as a warm and moist airflow prevented much drop in temperature before sunrise and after sunset.  
Meanwhile, precipitation totaled to 4.08, very near to the normal of 4.02, and was keyed by a soaking of 1.52 on the 12th-13th.  Also, precipitation was quite evenly distributed during the month.  This April was among a majority which brings a trace or a coating of snow or sleet when a feeble amount of sleet fell among chilly raindrops Friday the 5th while temperatures hovered in the low 40s.  Reading 4 SW was near the farthest south where sleet was observed.  Four days contained some thunder, but each occurrence was weak or moderate in intensity.    April 2018 brought slightly more precipitation at 4.44 and was one of a minority of Aprils which brought more than an inch of snow when an accumulation of 3.1, which covered the ground for a mere few hours during the morning of the 2nd.  In Berks County, April precipitation totals varied between 3.0 and 5.5, except over 7” far west.  Reading (RDG) officially collected 3.31.  There were no reports of measurable snow or sleet anywhere in Berks County this April.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)

Avg Temp 57.1 – 2nd warmest of 35            (48.6 in 2018 to 58.4 in 2017)

Precip   4.08 – 16th wettest of 37           (0.65 in 1985 to 9.85 in 1983) 

Snowfall T – 13th (12-way) least of 37       (0.0  in 12 years to 5.1 in 2003)
