Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft ASL
CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST
Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2026    


DAILY DETAILS (Sundays, monthly extremes in bold)

   TEMPERATURES
DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   26  10  19               7
 2   33  13  14               7
 3   37  14  28               7
 4   36  16  16               6
 5   33  10  15               6
 6   32  10  27  0.02  0.2    6  Light snow 1400-2200
 7   30   8   8  0.02  0.3    6  Flurries, snow shower predawn, dawn
 8   19   6  11               6
 9   31   7  17               6
10   42  16  35   T           5  Brief rain shower ~2150, almost 0.01

11   43  29  33               5
12   38  28  28   T     T     5  Feeble flakes at midday
13   37  19  21               5
14   51  20  29   T     T     4  Flurries early dawn, slight dusting
15   45  24  34  0.19  0.4    4  Light rain 1500-2000 then light wet snow 
16   41  33  36  0.03  0.2    3  Light wet snow till 0300
17   48  32  32               2  
18   43  32  39  0.01         1  Mid-afternoon sprinkle and occasional drizzle
19   41  36  36  0.13         1  Occasional rain, drizzle
20   43  36  38  0.60         T  Rain, drizzle, mostly AM
   
21   52  31  33               0
22   38  31  31  0.51  2.6    3  Light rain dawn to 1600 then wet snow… 
23   39  31  31  0.02  0.2    1  …which tapered very early, then ocnl flurries
24   34  24  26               T
25   48  26  45               0
26   49  29  30
27   54  23  32 
28   62  27  37
29   --  --  --  
30   --  --  --     
31   --  --  -- 
SUM 1125 621     1.53  3.9   22
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MONTHLY STATISTICS

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 31.2 (-2.7)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 40.2 (-2.3)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 22.2 (-3.1)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 62 (-0) on 28th    (record 83 on 21 Feb 2018)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   36 on 19th,20th    (record 53 on 24 Feb 2017)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  6 (-3) on 8th      (record -3 on 6 Feb 1996)+ 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    19 on 8th          (record 14 on 15 Feb 2015)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      941 (3960)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)

+ Most recent of more than one occurrence


                                   -- more --
Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.53 (-1.68)
Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   4.54 (-2.49)
Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.60 on 20th      (record 2.81  13 Feb 2008)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.64 on 19th-20th (rec 3.25  12-13 Feb 2008)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      3.9 (-4.9)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       24.3 (+1.2)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    2.6 on 22nd      (record 26.0 on 11 Feb 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  2.8 on 22nd-23rd (rec 26.0 on 11-11 Feb 1983)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         7 on 1st
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           35 on 7th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.40 on 9th 
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.57 on 20th 


HIGHLIGHTS

The harsh to severe cold of the second half of January continued for the first ten days of February.  The running departure from normal reached minus 10.5 degrees by the 10th then mellowed thereafter ending with a final average of 31.2 (-2.7).  However, no day was really mild until the month’s maximum of 62 on the 28th, and even that last day started frosty at 27 degrees.  While cold was in control, six of ten days chilled to 10 or below, including a lowest of 6 on the 8th.  And five of those failed to climb above freezing, including a high of only 19 on the 8th, only 3 degrees above the coldest daily high in February during last 42 years.  Further, this February contained no unusually mild daily low temperature, the “mildest” of which was 36 on the 19th and 20th.  February 2025 averaged very close to normal at 34.0 with extremes of 14/61.  Officially for Reading PA (RDG), the average of 31.4 included extremes of 5/62. 

February 2025 precipitation was quite deficient, even for the year’s driest month, with rain and melted snow adding to only 1.53” (-1.68), good for 6th least of 44.  Despite the dominance of cold, the greatest storm amount of 0.73” spanning 19th-20th was only rain.  Two days later, a severe nor’easter developed and lingered off the Middle-Atlantic coast.  However, the Reading area was slightly outside its heavy precipitation shield, which was mostly snow.  After some initial rain, 2 to 4” of snow accumulated over the Reading area and westward.  However, accumulations reached 5 to 8” over eastern Berks County but 1 to 2 feet over the Delaware Valley, including 14” at Philadelphia (PHL), and eastward all the way to the Jersey shores.  Further, gale to storm winds generated blizzard conditions over this region.  This near miss of a blockbuster snowstorm resulted in a snow accumulation of only 2.8” at Reading 4 SW, still a majority of the 3.9-inch (-4.9) month total.  Despite the low snow total, persistent chill early this February preserved snow pack from the major winter storm of 25 January through most of the month.  New snow on the 22nd melted quickly.  February 2025 brought 2.48” including the melt of 3.6” of snow.  The official precipitation at RDG of 1.37” included the melt of 3.9” of snow.


RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (FEBRUARY)

Avg Temp 31.2 – 9th coolest of 42               (22.4 in 2015 to 41.7 in 2017)
Precip   1.53 – 6th driest of 44                (0.67 in 2009+ to 7.22 in 2008) 
Snowfall 3.9  – 18th least of 44                (T in 2020+ to 43.5 in 2010)


Statistical (meteorological) winter (months DJF) 2025-26 ended substantially colder than average at 30.4 (-3.5), which was drawn down by a January average of only 27.9 (-3.7).  December and February were also moderately colder than average.  The period from mid-January to mid-February contained much of the coldest and only a little moderation that was bolstered by 15 of winter’s 19 days that remained entirely freezing and all ten days below 10, lowest 2 above on 21 January.  Mild days were quite few but included highs of 62 on 28 February and 60 on 19 December.  Precipitation was subnormal all three months and totaled only 6.92” (-4.33), which was close second to driest DJF quarter of 6.78 during 1988-89, but included a greatest 24-hour amount of 1.78 on 25 January which included the melt of 9.4” of snow/sleet, key to the total snow/sleet of 24.3” (+1.9). 
