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Welcome
Welcome to this, our special
edition of Local Focus the
newsletter for Elthorne Pride’s
Big Local.
Firstly, on behalf of the
Partnership Board, I would like
to thank those of you who have
reached out to Elthorne Pride,
following our recent leaflet
drop to volunteer your support
in response to the devastating
impact of the coronavirus
(COVID- 19) crisis.
I am incredibly proud of the
way many of you (young and
old) have come forward to stand
as one united community.
Following the Prime Minister’s
announcement of strict new
curbs on life in the UK to tackle
the spread of Covid-19, many
of our residents will need
help getting their daily shop,
collecting prescriptions and, as
a result, many will face isolation
and loneliness.

Mayor Cllr Rakia Ismail, Sandi Phillips, Cllr Dave Poyser
and Cllr Michelline Safi Ngongo

In addition to looking out for our
older residents, please remember
those with disabilities, lone
parents/carers and our young.
At this time, I ask that we come
together as a community to
support those amongst us, as
we face growing challenges.
Please remember it’s not about
how much time you have, but
what you can do.
Whether it’s supporting our
‘Shop & Drop’ requests, having
a friendly chat, helping in the

garden or walking the dog our
volunteers have shown their
offer to help is endless.
If you would like to get
involved or donate something to
our gift packs, please contact us
on 020 8017 2205 or email
events@elthornepride.org.uk
On that note, I will end by
saying let’s stick together
by staying apart – keep safe
everyone.
Sandi Phillips, CHAIR
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A Big Thank-you to You!
Each year Islington Council celebrates the huge
contributions of those whose tireless work to
change the lives of others can often go unnoticed.
The Mayor’s Civic Award Scheme acknowledges
volunteers, campaigners and fundraisers. The Ben
Kinsella Award, given in memory of Ben Kinsella
and sponsored by the Gazette, is a special youth
award that recognises the contribution of an
inspiring young person.
This year the Chair of Elthorne Pride, Sandi Phillips
was a recipient of the Mayor’s Civic award, which
was awarded by HW the Mayor, Cllr Rakhia Ismail
on the 12th March at The Assembly Hall.
Sandi took the opportunity to collectively thank
everyone involved in Elthorne Pride Big Local and
Elthorne 1st Tennant Coop who are committed to
improving lives and strengthening community spirt,

Sandi Phillips with all the Civic Award Winners

to inspire and motivate residents to get involved
and lead change in their area.

STAY SAFE
Warning of spike in scams linked to the COVID-19 crisis.

It’s sad, but we have to inform
residents that fraudsters are reported
to be selling counterfeit masks and
hand sanitiser. Councils are warning
people to beware of scammers
pretending to be health officials
or offering to pick up food and
medicines.
This means being suspicious
of anyone who offers help, either
online or in person, the Local
Government Association warned,
after councils received reports of
attempted scams.

REMEMBER!
Do not open
your door to
strangers. Do not
accept help from
cold-callers.

USEFUL TIPS

STOP PRESS - The NHS needs people like you
The NHS are recruiting for 250,000 volunteers to
carry out “simple but vital tasks, including driving
patients to appointments, delivering medicine
from pharmacies, bringing people from hospital,
and making calls to check on people at home.
As safety is a priority, most tasks can be done
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remotely. If you are FIT, with no symptoms
of coronavirus - please contact
goodsamapp.org/NHS

Spring 2020

DOING THE WRITE THING
The Islington Mature Writers
Group, launched in 2017 as part
of the Elthorne Pride programme
on the Elthorne Estate,
aims to bring together
older people from
different social
and cultural
backgrounds and
help them develop
their storytelling.
Writer and social
activist Ngoma Bishop
is now hosting the group
voluntarily, and up until last
month they would meet at
different locations in the area and
share their stories.
Ngoma said the group not
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being able to meet physically has
not dampened their spirits. The
three core members, Teresa
Hayes, Mary Chirou
and Tim Bleach,
are now on the
phone to each
other regularly to
give each other
feedback and put
the world to rights.
“Theresa rings
me constantly,” joked
Ngoma. “And Tim and
Theresa are close. They live
near to each other but are now
self-isolating so can’t go around.
“But they are still in touch and
writing. When we started the

group Theresa and Tim were a
bit concerned about reading their
work but after a few weeks their
confidence grew and their latent
artistic abilities came through.”
“There are some excellent
writers doing it who just needed
a bit of encouragement,” said
Tim, of Duncombe Road. “And
there are those of us who aren’t
quite as good as we think we are
and those who think they aren’t
that good but actually are.
“It’s an opportunity to meet and
keep in touch with each other.
People use creativity as a way
to socialise. For detail on how
you can join contact:
houseofamau@gmail.com
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Events update
Elthorne Pride continues to work really hard to
ensure all events and activities reflect our key
aim of connecting communities.

Unlike a number of initiatives, we are proud that
as a local group our activities have arisen from
the suggestions of our residents. To date, these
have included: An under 5’s eco play group,
pop-up cinemas, day trips, craft workshops,
entrepreneurial support at Archway Market,
hamper drops and themed tea parties for our
elder residents to name a few.
We ended last year with a fantastic day trip to
Longleat Safari’s Festival of Light, which brought
a number of residents across the Elthorne Estates
together. The feedback was overwhelming – with
many telling us, this was their first family outing in
years.
As we recently reported, the government has
prohibited meetings of more than two people,
so what does that mean for Elthorne Pride? Rest
assured, Elthorne Pride will be looking at creative
ways to reach out to our community, especially
those in self isolation mode.

Images from Longleat

What’s in store?
EPTV – Launch of Elthorne
Pride video Platform, where
residents can share ideas and
learn about news in their area.

Elthorne Pride – Let’s Get Started
Podcast – Residents are the stars
of this show with lively discussions
on local issues that matter to them.

Launch of ‘Youth
Friendly’ Online
Zone featuring our
young ambassadors

Online bite size workshops
Sign up for Yoga/Keep
Fit, Arty Crafty, Cookery,
Photography and Literary
workshops. Places subject
to availability on a first
come first served basis –
commencing April 2020.
For those of you who don’t have computer or want to switch off, why not join our mystery book-swap or
writers’ workshop?

For more info or to RSVP to events please email events@elthornepride.org.uk or call 020 8017 2205
Contact us if you want to make a
change at: info@elthornepride.org.uk
4

Spring 2020

