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2020 really has been a year of 
the unexpected but one thing that 
has remained consistent has been 
our community unity and support.  
We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each and 
every one of our volunteers who 
were able to share their spare 
time and resources with us during 
particularly peak moments of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

We have given hundreds of  
pre-packed cooked meals, 
delivered over 100 treat/pamper 
bags to our senior neighbours and 
at one point delivered an average 
of 28 emergency food parcels 
per week, courtesy of the Hive 
food bank. Our volunteers have 
delivered hundreds of essential 
bags of groceries from the Elthorne 
Pride Food Hall to our vulnerable 
neighbours and those who were 
shielding and not able to leave their 
homes during lockdown. 

Our efforts were also rewarded 

by the boost of extra funding from 
Caxton House and also by Celia 
Facey, who opened the doors of 
St. Johns Community Centre for 
our weekly Food Hall and Sunday 
Brunch right up until they  
had to close their doors for good 
in September. Please join me  
in saluting the valiant efforts of 
these heroes. 

We could not have done any  
of this without your support,  

your time and care for your  
fellow residents. 

On that note on behalf of the 
EPPB board we would like to thank 
everyone who has played a part 
in ensuring that our community 
has stayed strong and connected 
during the pandemic.

Stay safe and take care of 
yourself and each other.
Sandi Phillips,
Chair of Elthorne Pride
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A big thank you to Mama Gees 
who have kept our residents fed 
during both lockdowns and more 
recently during half term.

Following the success of the 
Elthorne Pride food delivery 
project during lockdown which 
was managed with the help of 
volunteers, the Elthorne Pride 
board wanted to offer more 
online activities for residents. 
Many residents had asked about 
recipes that they could use which 
inspired Elthorne Pride to put 
together a series of YouTube 
tutorials. The series features easy 
to follow cooking ideas which not 

only include healthy eating but 
highlight creative and tasty food. 
Subscribe to the Elthorne Pride 
YouTube channel for more ideas.

Munch With Us - A Taste of Kindness 

A Big thank you to the volunteers who supported 
our Food Hall at St John’ Community Centre

Sandi Phillips, Chair with 
volunteer Joyful Ahmed

Charm and her daughter Jammel 
of Mama Gees.

http://www.twitter.com/elthorne_pride
http://www.instagram.com/elthorne_pride
https://www.facebook.com/Elthorne-Pride-257605801400299/?hc_ref=ART635oyvltYut05En4rpub3mneujz7aWhUTbOtj1I1CN48QkYlZlqWcx5UFhA7RbjQ&fref=nf
http://www.elthornepride.org.uk
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Young People of Elthorne Pride
We have been really keen to 
dedicate more activities to all of the 
young people in the Elthorne Pride 
community especially since many 
of their usual school routines came 
to an end before the summer. 

We have created an Elthorne 

Pride Youth page on our website, 
as we wanted young people to 
learn and have fun, as well as share 
their thoughts on issues that mean 
something to them. Our Young 
People’s Lead, Shawdon Smith 
and Schools’ Activity Co-ordinator, 
Donaleen Johnson will continue to 
work with the youth in the area and 
bring their ideas into fruition. 

Elthorne Pride also hosted a 
highly successful virtual summer 
school “Let’s Work it Out” which 
provided a safe space for young 
people aged between 12-16 to 
learn new skills and have fun while 
doing so. The virtual summer 
school was hosted entirely via 
Zoom and had confidence boosting 

sessions covering both academic 
and creative subjects, which 
included: Maths, English, Science, 
Business Studies, Photography, 
Arts and Crafts, Drama and Singing, 
Cookery and How to Navigate 
Positive Social Media Content.

Over 25 young people signed 
up throughout the week and 
the overall feedback was very 
positive. Following on from the 
virtual summer school Elthorne 
Pride is currently in the process 
of organising an after school 
homework club and a virtual 
Saturday social club for young 
people to boost their creative skills 
and socialise, which will commence 
in the new year so watch this space.
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Elthorne Pride’s Future Vision

Let’s Celebrate!
Over the last 6 months we set our young residents 
some artistic challenges – here are a few of the 
winners – Let’s give them a big clap.

Ernest, age 7 - oil and salt painting - 
Rainbow above us 

K-Jun, age 10,
Working Together (Pop up art) 

Layla 
TikTok entry

Leighton 
TikTok entry

Tessa, age 3 
Easter on the Balcony 
with Rainbow

Giada, age 12 
Childrens (Covid) competition 
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I am Francoise and I have 
always wanted to do some 
volunteering, especially 
during the lockdown period. 
I have been working at 
home during the lockdown 
and consider myself so 
lucky to still be working 

against all the odds. When I saw what was 
happening in my community I knew I wanted to 
help, but did not know where to look or how to go 
about volunteering. Fortunately some friends of 
mine introduced me to Elthorne Pride and I am so 
grateful to be part of their volunteering group. They 
first gave me an introduction to their organisation 
which gave me an insight into their priorities and 
how I could make a difference.

I found that helping others is so rewarding, in terms 
of managing the extreme isolation and uncertainty 
of the pandemic lockdown period. Keeping in touch 
with our diverse community and seeing what can 
be achieved by people giving their skills, time and 
with so much positivity sums up what is needed 
in our society. We can achieve so much within our 
communities to make it better by giving a little time 
and you always will find a role according to your 
skillset and the reward is so enriching.

3Elthorne Pride: The Local Focus

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself and why you are/were 
volunteering for Elthorne Pride.
I am Lorna, I volunteered before 
the pandemic (at a youth group) 
in London and also usually 
spent some time in the summer 

volunteering at a refugee camp. As both weren’t an 
option at this point in time I wanted to find some other 
way to contribute and connect with my local community. 

With everything going on (Covid-19 wise) it was good to 
have something to do and feel like you are making some 
small difference. Also for my own mental health, to take 
myself out of my own head and do something.

Would you encourage someone to volunteer for 
Elthorne Pride and why?
If you live locally it is very easy to do, not a big ask and 
you have a flexible set up - so you can help when you 
have the spare time rather than feeling too tied-in long 
term. I’ve met some lovely people (other volunteers 
as well as the recipients of the parcels). I have also 
witnessed first hand the benefit to well-being and 
community spirit, particularly when we did the food 
bank at St Johns - everyone was just so keen to help in 
any way they could. We were such a big mix of people, 
different ages and backgrounds all taking part.

Celebrating Our Community Heroes
Our volunteers have been vital during the pandemic and we could not have undertaken as much 
outreach as we have without them. We wanted to take this opportunity to not only thank our 
volunteers but to feature their experience. We would like to shine a light on Lora and Francoise.

Lorna’s Story Francoise’s Story

Funding 
available 
for training!

Do you have a project 
that could support 
your community, which 
has been impacted by 
Covid-19?

Apply for a 
grant of up 
to £500!

Local residents 
and community 
groups can 
apply.

Do You Want to 
Make a Difference?
If you would like to deliver 
a Covid-19 related activity 

or project that would have a positive 
impact on the community, then we would 
like to hear from you. 

The Community Chest Fund is open to 
residents or groups based in and around 
the Elthorne / Grovedale Estate and 
Fairbridge /Bowerman Court. If you are not 
sure please call us. Priority will be given to 
residents/groups who have not applied 
previously (One grant application per 
household).

Apply now. Tel: 020 8017 2205  
Email: grants@elthornepride.org.uk 

Calling All 
Residents

For more information on how you can volunteer with us email  
events@elthornepride.org.uk and visit our What We Do page on our websiteVolunteering

mailto:grants@elthornepride.org.uk
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Contact us if you want to make a change at: info@elthornepride.org.uk

 Saturday 12th December 2pm

Munch with Us - Family Special  
Zoom Cookery Lesson

Calling all Junior Chefs. 
Join us on this two course 
culinary journey with 
Charm of Mama Gee’s 
featuring a specially 
curated dish for our 

residents Christmas Split Roast Jerk Chicken. 

Each recipient will receive a recipe kit (for 4 people) 
and unique log in Zoom code. A superb prize will be 
presented at the end of this cook-a-long special. 

Don’t worry if you can’t make this date as we will 
post a YouTube tutorial in time for Christmas so 
everyone can join the fun. 

 Wednesday 16th December 7.30pm

Junior Festive Zoom Kahoot (11-17yrs )  
Family members welcome 

Organised by our young 
volunteers, this general 
knowledge quiz comes 
with a twist. There will be 

lots of surprises and great prizes on the night.
RSVP summer@elthornepride.org.uk 

 Friday 18th December - 8pm

Ready Steady Bingo Ho Ho Ho….
It’s that time of the 
year when all our bingo 
aficionados can join the 
fun as well as meet others 
in your neighbourhood. 
Bonus prizes for the best 
festive jumper or hat. 

Please contact Michelle at the office to get your 
personal Bingo book and Zoom log in..

 Wednesday 30th December - 8pm

Sing-a-long-a-Quiz-time!!
Back by popular demand – 
Our musical themed Zoom 
quiz night will have you 
singing well after the fun 
has stopped. The theme 
this year is Hollywood 
Musicals – Bonus prize for 
the best dressed. 

Places for virtual events are on first  
come first serves basis – please RSVP   
events@elthornepride.org or call  
020 8017 2205 to avoid disappointment. 

Special thanks to  
St Johns Community 
Centre and Celia Facey. 
Sadly the centre closed 
down in September 
2020 due to local 
redevelopment. It was 
an important hub for 
Elthorne Pride activity 
during the lockdown. 
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Celia receiving her gifts

Stop Press

Dates for your diary

Major Cllr Burgess with members of the board and volunteers

Elthorne Pride celebrates the launch of its annual 
hamper drop and reveal of the Elthorne Pride Quilt 
of Hope. This virtual quilt symbolises hope, inspiration 
and resilience and features a collage of hundreds of 
images past and present which are representative of our 
community over the years and, more importantly, acts 
of kindness during the Covid-19 pandemic. Thanks to 
everyone who has worked on this project. 
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