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Welcome
Throughout 2021 we have used
the feedback from residents to
host events and activities which
not only continue to strengthen
the relationships within our
community but also give young
people an opportunity to thrive.
Our young people have seen a
lot of disruption to their everyday
lives since the first lockdown
in 2020, from changes to their
schooling to losing the opportunity
to spend time with their friends
and relatives. Whilst each and
every one of our community
members is important, we felt that
ensuring our young people were
kept safe and occupied in positive
and fruitful ways was crucial.
In this edition’s newsletter, you

will get a snapshot of some of the
activities that have taken place
over the last six months, many of
which were driven by our young
residents.
As we look to the final phase of
our planning, we will be inviting
our younger members to get
involved in the shaping of Elthorne
Pride’s future through a series of
Youth Summits. Shawdon Smith,
our lead for supporting young
people added, “The last 16 months
has been especially stressful
and challenging for those not in
education or training and we want
to ensure we deliver activities that
will not only inspire our young, but
help shape their future.”
If you would like to get involved

in supporting and shaping your
community, the Elthorne Pride
Partnership would like to hear
from you.
Sandi Phillips, Chair & Shawdon
Smith, Young Peoples’ Lead

My Elthorne! My Future! The Elthorne Pride Youth Summit
Elthorne Pride will be hosting a
dynamic Youth Summit in August
2021. The summit will feature a
series of youth activities aimed
at inspiring young people to
come forward and have their
say on issues that are important

to their community. In addition,
the Summit will also give our
young people the opportunity
to enhance their own personal
development.
The Summit will include a
number of opportunities where

young people can express
themselves. These include an
interactive discussion on a river
boat sailing down Regent’s
Canal, making of a short film and
a podcast. As these will be of
relevance to young people, we are
also on the lookout for potential
mentors that can help our young
residents amplify their voices.
Key themes:
• Education
• Environment
• Community Safety
• Mental Health & Wellbeing
• The Creative Arts
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Elthorne Pride’s Virtua

Elthorne Pride, which is funded by the Local Trust,
wanted to ensure that the youngest members of
its community based on the Elthorne estates in
Archway, Islington were supported and encouraged
during this period. Under normal circumstances
Elthorne Pride would have hosted face-to-face
activities and programmes, however, we are
providing creative activities via Zoom and will
also provide all face to face activities according
to government guidelines by socially distancing
ourselves to ensure the safety of our young people
and the residents of Elthorne Pride.
In March 2021 we began hosting our virtual
Homework Club, which saw our students grow in
confidence each week, with our supportive and
dedicated teachers, Joy Hawker (English) and Henry
Iberi (Maths).
With an intimate group size, the sessions were
easier for our students to navigate around their
subjects allowing them to fully understand and
grasp their topic in a more comfortable manner. Our
young residents are very keen to learn and arrive
early and are doing extremely well.

While the COVID-19
lockdown is easing, we
will be hosting more
outdoor activities for our
young people, such as:
multi-sports, sailing,
go-karting, picnics in the
park, photography on
the go, urban gardening
and many more. Please
look out for details
on our website for
our ‘Let’s Work it Out’
Summer School,
which takes place
week commencing
23rd August. To get in early and place
your name on the list, email Donaleen at
inspire@elthornepride.org.uk
A big thank you to our funders and volunteers who
helped supply tablets and reconditioned PCs and
Mama Gees for providing lunches during the half
term holidays.

Art and Creativity at Charley’s Art Workshop
Over the last three months our young people have been fortunate
enough to participate and let their creative juices flow by attending
our fabulous art sessions with local artist; Charley Jones, who
taught his virtual classes all the way from Colombia! Our new
interactive Saturday Club hosted around 14 youngsters who were
eager to learn more about the art world. All our young artists
received a free starter art kit and learned from scratch how to
draw, mix colours and add tone to images. Charley was a dynamic
tutor who got all the students painting in no time. The results were
amazing. We look forward to having lots more fun sessions with
Charley. Read what the recipients said:

Naveed: “I really enjoyed
the art session.”

Blossom’s Mum: “Blossom
enjoyed herself and I am
very proud of her picture.
Thank you.”

Karen’s parent: “Charley’s teaching
style was incredible, he was able to
interact with each child despite the
obvious of our virtual class being
straight from Colombia.”
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al Homework Club
Ready, Steady Cook
Our online cooking lessons for young people
(and adults) are a great way to help kids pick up
basic cooking skills, meet new friends and gain
confidence in the kitchen. Each young person
gets a food kit to enable them to participate in
lessons. Here is what has taken place so far:

Bake Off Fundays
The Great Elthorne Easter Bake Off was a huge
success with Marli’s banana and chocolate chip
muffins. Our wonderful Chef, Belinda from Marli’s
Kitchen saw children from across
Elthorne of all age groups take
part in the fun. Each week the
popularity of our Saturday Club is
expanding rapidly, so do sign up
for future lessons. The personal
development of each child is
symbolic of the success of these
classes with each child happily
turning on their cameras to show
off their creations.

That’s the last Straw!
If you were lucky to attend
Emiliana’s Baking Made Easy
Zoom class you now know how
to make perfect shortbread
cookies and tasty cheese straws.
Emiliana first came
on our radar
as a volunteer. After
successfully applying for
a Community Chest Grant,
she was able to launch her
own series of cook-a-longs
under the name: Emiliana’s
Kitchen.

Elthorne Pride Coat and
School Supplies Giveaway
It comes as no surprise to learn that COVID-19 has
taken its toll on everyone’s finances over the last
year. Families living in poverty spend more than
80% of their income on essential needs. Sandi
Phillips, Chair of Elthorne Pride added: “With this
in mind, Elthorne Pride wanted to allow more local
families to use what funds they have coming in, on
other necessities and let go of some of the financial
burdens they faced”
Over 200 new coats and school supply goodie
bags were handed out on Saturday the 10th April.
The event was even featured in the Islington
Gazette. Residents were able to meet the Elthorne
Pride team, learn about our school projects,
provide ideas on future activities and learn how
they could make an individual difference to their
community through Elthorne Pride’s Community
Chest Grant.
Donaleen Johnson, who organised the day ended
by saying a big thank you to all the volunteers who
turned up on the day, In Kind Direct for supplying
most of the goodies and Caxton House for hosting
the event. Finally, without the support of Local
Trust, the event would not have been possible.

Easter Cook-a-long
The Elthorne Pride Easter Zoom Cook-A-Long
with Mama Gee saw us cook up a storm in the
kitchen with lamb cutlets, Cho Cho slaw, honey
glazed vegetables and Caribbean yogurt. This
was slightly more complicated than our previous
cook-a-long so we left this one to the parents,
who cooked up a storm. Thank you Mama Gees.
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THIS IS
HOW WE
ROW!
On Saturday 3rd July Elthorne Pride
celebrated the end of its first outdoor
activity since the lockdown was lifted.
We are so proud of all who attended this
7 week course, especially since it was the
first time many had tried kayaking.
The young people worked really hard to achieve
their Level 1 Start Award Certificate and Level 2
Paddle Discovery Assessment (moderate certificate)
from British Canoeing. Attendee Shakira Davidson,
15 added “I liked meeting new people and learning

Well
done

different things, this has been great fun especially
after we have been locked down for so long.” A
big thank you to Warren, Donaleen and Pauline
who all played a part in ensuring all students were
motivated to attend and pass their assessments
with flying colours.
Elthorne Pride and Islington Boat Club will be
running FREE sailing taster sessions over the summer.
To apply please email inspire@elthornepride.org.uk
by Friday 23rd July with a short paragraph (no more
than 50 words) on why you should be considered.

Scents & Sensibility
Curated by Tanya Moulding,
the Scents and Sensibility
workshops were a great
opportunity to learn how to
make natural bath soaks, room
sprays and reed diffusers.
Don’t worry if you missed this series, as we will be
running an outdoor brunch session at Sunnyside
Community Gardens this summer. To add your
name to our mailing list email: Michelle at
events@elthornepride.org.uk
Elthorne Pride will be hosting a
number of International Food
Pop-ups over the summer, follow
us on instagram for more details.
Want to improve you and your
family’s emotional wellbeing?
First Aid for Mental Health is a half-day accredited
certified qualification that teaches you how to
identify symptoms of those close to you. For more
information, email info@butterflyfirstaid.com and
indicate if you would like to attend a weekend or a
three hour evening course.
Congratulations to our Lead for Supporting
Older People, Cllr Marion Spall who became
Deputy Mayor of Islington.
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Contact us if you want to make a change at: info@elthornepride.org.uk Tel: 020 8017 2205
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