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PRELUDE

GATHERING

TEMPLE TALK— HABITAT Mary Larsen

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING—EXPECTATION OF HOPE
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.

Text © 1984 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we
have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved
our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of
Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and
you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm
of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and ac-
companied with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG— “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all  the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light  so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he 1s born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - Ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - Sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he 0 - pens wide the heav’n - ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ‘’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - 1y




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, in peace,
Assistant. Congregation:
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Let us pray to the Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have
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mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all...(to Re-
frain)

For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live
your Word... (to Refrain)
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Help, save and de - fend us, O
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God. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD
FIRST READING—Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would
quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to
boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble
at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came
down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard,

no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who



wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your
ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet,

O Lorp, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the
work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LorRD, and do not remember iniq-
uity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING—1 Corinthians 1:3-9

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been giv-
en you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the reveal-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le-lu - 1a, al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we
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life. Al -le - lu - ia!

GosPEL—Mark 13:24-37

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers
in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’
with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.



“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth
its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will
not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge,
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON
WORD IN SONG—“Creator of the Stars of Night”
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1 Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, your peo -ple’s ev - er -
2 When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in
3 At your great name, O Je - sus, now all knees must bend, all
4 Come in your ho - ly might, we pray, re-deem wus for e -
5 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, and God the Spir - it,
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last - ing light, O Christ, re - deem-er of us  all,
splen - dor bright, not as a mon-arch, but the child
hearts must bow: all things on earth with one ac - cord,
ter - nal day; de - fend wus while we dwell be - low
Three in  One, praise, hon - or, might, and glo - ry be
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we pray you hear us when we call
of Mar - y, bless - ed moth - er mild.
like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord.
from all as - saults of our dread foe.
from age to age e - ter - nal - ly. A -  men

Please stand.
PRAYERS

Let us pray...
Hear us, O God
Your mercy is great.



Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.
OFFERING ANTHEM
Please stand.
OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God,

you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless
all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your bless-
ing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night...do this in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION
Communion will be received from your seat.

Please stand.

COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
peace.



Amen.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this
bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and
open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you

with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG—“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let vyour lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning i1s ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu -1as  clear
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row 1S no  more.
a - rse, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be- night-ed sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon 1is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rse, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
DisMISSAL
Go in peace to welcome all to worship, grow and serve.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE



