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Week One 

The Mission Heart of the Trinity 

 

 

Reading for the Week 

Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 

 

The Key Points for this week are: - 

1. Rediscovering the mission heart of God 

2. Exploring afresh the Community of the Trinity 

3. Knowing the call into imagination and creativity 

4. Understanding Covenant 

5. Recognising brokenness 

 



 

Insights 

2 
 

 

Exploration 

a) The mission heart of God 

The opening chapters of Genesis begins with the account of creation and the birthing of human 

beings. After this creation, frequently, the emphasis is on the eating of the fruit and the consequent 

brokenness of humanity and creation. However, it is important to understand that from this failure 

and brokenness the mission heart of God begins to be revealed. Adam and Eve are clothed, and 

the long, and sometimes tortuous mission journey begins. As the history and story of the Old 

Testament unfolds so it is possible to begin to see the foundations being put in place for the coming 

of Jesus and his missional ministry. However, it is important to push back beyond this immediate 

story to discover something afresh, which takes us to the very heart of the Trinity. 

b) The Community of the Trinity.    

It is Erasmus who translates John 1:1, not  

‘In the beginning was the Word’,  

but  

‘In the beginning was the conversation’.  

This opens up a whole new way of thinking and engaging with the Trinity. At the heart of creation 

is the eternal conversation between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a conversation into which 

humanity, particularly the Christian Community, is invited every day. However, because of the 

brokenness of humanity, and a self-centredness, this conversation is constantly either ignored or 

refused – but it is at this point, and in this conversation, that the mission heart of God can be 

discovered afresh and the call to share in the mission of God encountered. 

c) Imagination and Creativity 

At the heart of this community of the Trinity is imagination and creativity. Certainly, over the 

centuries, science has shown us the wonders of the universe, both large and small. All this has 

flowed from the creativity of the Trinity as the Father spoke the Word and the Spirit brooded over 

the chaos, bringing life and possibility. It is this imagination and creativity that the Trinity longs to 

share with humanity for the blessing and constant renewal of creation. However, and so 

frequently, this imagination and creativity is denied and people cling to past ways of thinking and 

being, rather than exploring new perceptions and possibilities. Chaos and uncertainty continue to 

threaten, making it vital for humanity, especially the Christian Community to share in the life of the 

Trinity. 

d) Covenant 

Throughout the Old Testament and into the New Testament, there is the constant call to recognise 

the covenant with God, and to enter into it with a willingness and constant obedience. This call to 
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Covenant is echoed constantly in the Old Testament and finds its fulfilment in the words of Jesus 

at the last supper with his disciples. This new covenant is the one to which all are called today and 

the way of a follower of Jesus is to understand it more fully and to allow it to shape the whole of 

thinking and life. 

e) Brokenness 

Within creation, within society, within the Christian Community, and within the individual, 

brokenness and self-centredness constantly reveal themselves. However, there is need to 

remember the constant grace and love expressed in and through the Trinity – a love and grace 

which constantly forgives and encourages new thinking and living  

 

Reflections for the Individual 

Take time each day to reflect on the above explorations. As you do so prayerfully consider: - 

• Am I open to share in the mission heart of God in new ways? 

•  Am I willing to engage afresh every day with the conversation of the Trinity? 

• Am I ready to explore a new imagination and creativity? 

• Am I open to share in the New Covenant as a follower of Jesus? 

• Do I recognise the brokenness within me and seek grace and forgiveness each day? 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What really struck you as you explored again the mission call of the Trinity? 

• Is there a readiness, both individually and as a group, to be open to the conversation of the 

Trinity? 

• Is there a willingness to share in the imagination and creativity of the Trinity – how might 

this express itself? 

• Is there a recognition of brokenness and a willingness to enter into the New Covenant? 
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Prayer for the Week 

 

Lord you call us to discover your risen life and live in your resurrection power. 

Give us the courage to seek you knowing that in seeking you we will find you. 

Lord, you call us into the way of your Cross to share in your sufferings that your Church may 

become the Church you long for it to be, that the world might see and taste and know 

Give us courage to hold open our hands to grasp the way of the Cross and share the suffering of 

Jesus for his broken world. 

Lord you call us to share the death of Jesus, to let go of our own lives for the sake of your 

kingdom 

Give us courage to seek your way above all others and to go where you lead. 

Lord, you set before us the glory of heaven and the promise of your kingdom in all its fullness and 

glory. Keep this vision before us now and for all eternity. 

Give us eyes that we may see you now and for all eternity. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


