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call to a mission journey

Luke 5.1-11

thought for the week
As the ministry of Jesus begins, it is possible to see the signs that will shape
that ministry in the future – the crowd longing to hear the word of God, a
willingness to call ordinary people into that ministry and the beginning of
abundance, a sign of the new creation.
It is also important to recognise the response of the fishermen, particularly
Simon. He was overwhelmed by the size of the catch, and, along with his
colleagues, he immediately saw through the immediate and realised the
character of Jesus – ‘go, Lord, leave me, sinner that I am’.
However, Jesus recognises the potential in these fishermen and calls Simon
and the others to follow him - to follow him into their culture and context, to
follow him into the world, and share his mission.
It was in this obedience to follow that they began to learn the way of
discipleship.

verse for the week
Jesus said,’ Do not be afraid’

Luke 5 verse 10

image for the week

prayer for the week
Sever me from myself,
that I may be grateful to you;
May I perish to myself,
that I may be safe in you;
May I die to myself, that I may live in you;
May I wither to myself,
that I may blossom in you,
May I be emptied of self,
that I may abound in you,
May I be nothing to myself,
that I may be all so you.
Erasmus

w e e k
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reflection for each day
day one
‘The people crowded upon him to listen to the word of God’
Is there a willingness today to listen for and to the word of God? Not just in this moment of quiet and
stillness, but in the people we encounter and the possibilities we will be shown.

day two

day five

‘He got into one of the boats, which

They did so and began to make a
big haul of fish; and their nets
began to split’

belonged to Simon’
Is there a willingness today to be open to the
call of the Spirit and share in the mission of
Jesus?

day three
‘When he had finished speaking he
said to Simon ‘Put out into deep
water and let down your nets for a
catch’
Today, are we willing to do the unexpected
and follow the command of Jesus?

day four
Simon answered ‘Master, we were
hard at work all night and caught
nothing at all, but if you say so I will let
down the nets’.
The request of Jesus will often seem to go
against common sense and the way of the world
– everyday, we need to discover a deepening
obedience to the way of the Kingdom

Today, are we open to signs of the abundance
of the coming Kingdom?

day six
When Simon saw what had happened
he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go’
Lord, leave me sinner that I am’.
Do we recognise the way we hold on to the
ways of the world, for safety and security,
rather than being open to the way of Jesus?

day seven
‘Do not be afraid’, said Jesus, ‘from
now on you will be catching
people’. As soon as they had
brought the boats to land, they
left everything and followed him’
Are we ready to give up everything for the
sake of the Kingdom and the mission of
Jesus?
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for the group
as you gather…
•
•
•
•
•

Share the key issues which have struck you this week
Do we have a willingness to live in the light of the kingdom, rather than
to the demands of the world
Are we willing to follow the leading of the Spirit, even if it seems to go
against common sense?
Are we ready to experience the abundance of the kingdom?
How willing are we to leave everything and follow Jesus?

prayer for the group
Lord, help us to have the courage to follow
you into your world – no matter what the
cost might be.

continue the conversation

here
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mission & ministry continue

Luke 5.12-39

thought for the week
As the mission and ministry of Jesus continues, so the issues surrounding the
coming kingdom become clearer. The kingdom is about life in all its fullness and
complete restoration to wholeness of living as shown in the miracles of healing.
The crowd are inevitably drawn to this way of being, but the leaders are
threatened and already the way to the Cross is becoming clear.
In the mind of Jesus healing and wholeness are closely linked with the need for
forgiveness and the gift and possibility of new life. The leper is healed, the man
lowered through the roof is fully restored and Levi finds life in all its fullness.
The Pharisees are confused and angry at the claims of Jesus, as he makes clear
the way of the Kingdom is a totally new way of thinking and then being.

verse for the week
Jesus said ‘No one puts new wine
into old wineskins; if he does the
new wine will burst the skins’.
Luke 5 verse 37

image for the week

prayer for the week
Lord, I choose to trust you,
Help me to journey beyond the familiar into the unknown.
Give me faith to leave the old ways and break fresh ground
with you.
Christ of the mysteries, can I trust you to be stronger than
each storm in me?
Do I still yearn for your glory to light upon me?
I determine, amid the uncertainty to trust you.
I choose to live beyond regret and let you recreate the
tangled landscape of my life.
I believe you will provide for me.
I trust you in the light and in the darkness and know that all
my times are in your hand.
I believe you for my future, chapter by chapter, until all our
story together is written

Focus my mind and heart upon you.
Help me to shake off weariness of spirit.
Appoint me to your task for me – strengthen and bless me
for it and teach me to live with eternity in view.
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven and somehow make
my faltering obedience count for you.
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reflection for each day
day one
‘Jesus stretched out his hand and said ‘Indeed I will; be clean again’. The leprosy
left him immediately’
This is a continuing sign of the breaking in of the new creation, which shaped the whole ministry of
Jesus. Are we ready to live in its light and promise today?

day two
‘The power of the Lord was with
Jesus to heal the sick’
Today we will meet those who are on the
edge of life, marginalised and looking for
hope and love. Do we know the power of the
kingdom to enable people to experience the
promise of Jesus?

day three
Jesus said ‘Your sins are forgiven you’.
The lawyers and Pharisees began to say
to themselves ‘Who is this fellow with
his blasphemous talk? Who but God
alone can forgive sin?’
As we reflect on this story, do we recognise that
Jesus is the word of God made flesh, and with
his Father has the power to forgive sin and bring
restoration?

day four
The crowd said ‘You would never
believe the things we have seen
today.’
How open are we to the way of the Spirit and the
new ways which are constantly shown to us

day five
The Pharisees and lawyers of their
sect complained to his disciples
‘Why do you eat and drink with
tax-gatherers and sinners?’
Do we have a willingness to recognise that
the Kingdom is for all, and all can respond
and find new life.

day six
Jesus said ‘Can you make the
bridegroom’s friends fast while the
bridegroom is with them?
Today, celebrate the fact that the
bridegroom is with you, and invites you to
walk with him and share his feast.

day seven
Jesus said ‘Fresh skins for new wine!’
How much do we cling on to the old, rather
than recognising that every day is a new day,
with new possibilities and opportunities?
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for the group
as you gather…
•
•
•
•
•

Share the key things which have struck you
Is there a willingness to be open to new possibilities which the Spirit is
showing?
Do we realise that, by the power of the Spirit, we have a foretaste of
the new creation? How do we live that out day by day
How much do we cling to the old, rather than travel with Jesus into
the new?
Is there a constant celebration in the light of all that Jesus has done
and continues to bring?

prayer for the group
Lord, give us courage day by day to see the
new things you are showing, and then help
us to follow where-ever you lead.

continue the conversation

here
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conflict and choice

Luke 6:1-19

thought for the week
As the ministry and mission of Jesus continues the signs of new life and
possibility are constantly shown, but the coming conflict, between the
inherited ways of thinking and the way of Jesus, becomes clearer and starker.
The Pharisees are angered when the laws surrounding the Sabbath are broken,
both in the eating of corn and the healing of the man’s arm. However, Jesus
constantly points to the new Kingdom which is breaking in and asks a very
simple question, ‘is it right to do good or evil on the Sabbath?’
The way of Jesus and the Kingdom he brings continues to challenge and raise
questions in this present moment. Is the Christian Community, however
expressed, willing to hear the call of Jesus and to follow him into his world
recognising the new perceptions and possibilities the Spirit is showing?
However, it is not just for the whole Community. The question is also for the
individual:- ‘Am I prepared to hear the call of Jesus, to follow him into his world
and show the power of the Kingdom?’

verse for the week
Jesus said ‘Is it permitted to do good
or to do evil on the Sabbath, to save
life or to destroy it?’

Luke 6 verse 9

image for the week

prayer for the week
Work within me, within us,
within the Church.
Be at the centre of our lives.
Mould us in your image.
Bring about our transformation.
Make us fruitful, Lord,
Now,
Here as well as there,
Me as well as others.
Rex Chapman

w e e k

t h r e e

reflection for each day
day one
‘The Son of Man is sovereign even over the Sabbath’
Do we recognise the Lordship of Jesus over the Sabbath? How will we use this day for his glory and to
bring hope to others?

day two

day five

‘The Pharisees were on the watch to
see whether Jesus would cure him on
the Sabbath, so they could find a
charge to bring against him’.

‘When day broke he called his
disciples to him, and from among
them he chose twelve’

Are we open to the guidance and prompting of
Jesus, or are we influenced by old ways of
thinking and long held customs?

day three
‘Jesus said to the man ‘stretch out
your arm’. He did so and his arm was
restored’
Celebrate this sign of new life and the
possibilities which are found in the Lordship
of Jesus

Are we ready to learn from the experience of
the twelve? Recognising the relationships
which formed amongst them and with Jesus.
Seeing their on-going experience of mission
and their reflection on all that had happened.

day six
‘Simon, to whom he gave the name
Peter, and Andrew, his brother, James
and John, Philip and Bartholomew,
Matthew and Thomas, James, son of
Alpheus and Simon, who was called
the Zealot, Judas, son of James and
Judas, who turned traitor’
Are we ready to hear Jesus call us by name
and then to follow him, no matter what the
cost of that discipleship?

day four

day seven

‘During this time he went out one day

‘People had come
from Jerusalem
?

into the hills to pray, and spent the
night in prayer to God’
The whole life and mission of Jesus was shaped
by prayer. How much do we allow prayer to
shape our lives and so follow him into his world,
sharing his mission?

and Judea, and from the seaboard of
Tyre and Sidon to listen to Jesus and
be cured of their diseases.’
Today, are we ready to listen to the word of
Jesus and discover his healing touch?
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for the group
as you gather…
•
•
•

•
•
•

Share the things which particularly struck you
Is there a willingness to see things in new ways and not cling to the
past?
Is there an openness to continue to be open to the word of Jesus and
the leading of the Spirit?
Jesus modelled the centrality of prayer. Is it central for the group and
for each individual?
What might it mean to be a disciple today?
Is there a willingness to follow the teaching of Jesus?

prayer for the group
Lord Jesus, give us a willingness to see your
glory, to be open to your word, to hear your
calling and, as disciples, to follow you into
your world.

continue the conversation

here
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a new way of living

Luke 6:20-49

thought for the week
Throughout his ministry and mission Jesus teaches, but also lives out, a new way of
thinking and being which will transform humanity – the kingdom of God has come.
This kingdom will not be seen in its fullness until Christ returns, but the Christian
Community is called to show this kingdom and the promise of the new creation
where-ever it is called into being, both as a community but also as individual
disciples. The reading this week demonstrates the new attitudes and mind-set to
which we are called – attitudes and a mind-set which will transform relationships and
speak of all that will be. The rest of the mission of Jesus demonstrates this new
attitude, as he walks toward the cross demonstrating his call to servant-hood and the
way of suffering for the blessing and eventual restoration of humanity and creation.

verse for the week
‘Love your enemies; do good to
those who hate you; bless those
who curse you; pray for those who
treat you spitefully’
Luke 6 verse 27

image for the week

prayer for the week
O Jesus, poor and abject, unknown and despised, have
mercy upon me and let me not be ashamed to follow you
O Jesus, hated, calumniated, and persecuted, have mercy
upon me and make me content to be as my Master.
O Jesus, blasphemed, accused and wrongfully
condemned, have mercy upon me, and teach me to
endure the contradiction of sinners.
O Jesus, clothed with a habit of reproach and shame, have
mercy on me and let me not seek my own glory.
O Jesus, insulted, mocked and spat upon, have mercy
upon me, and let me not faint in the fiery trial.
O Jesus, crowned with thorns and hailed in derision;
O Jesus, burdened with our sins and the curses of the
people;
O Jesus, affronted, outraged, buffeted, overwhelmed
with injuries, grief and humiliation;
O Jesus, hanging on the accursed tree, bowing head,
giving up the ghost, have mercy on me, and conform my
whole soul to your holy, humble, suffering Spirit.

John Wesley
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reflection for each day
day one
‘Then turning to his disciples Jesus began to speak’
As this week begins are you ready to listen to Jesus, as a disciple, even though the words might be
hard and challenging

day two
‘How blest are you who are in need;
the kingdom of God is yours’
Are we ready to hear the call of the kingdom
and understand the abundance it can bring?

day five
‘Why do you look at the speck of
sawdust in your brother’s eye with
never a thought for the great
plank in your own?’
It is very easy to condemn the other
without recognising our own weaknesses
and failures. Take time to consider what
these might be, and ask the Lord for
strength to overcome them.

day three
‘Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who
treat you spitefully’
It is easy to love those who love us and care
for us. How do we show the power of God’s
kingdom to those we find more difficult?

day four
‘If you love only those who love you,
what credit is that to you?’
Following on from yesterday – are we willing
to follow the way of Jesus, and bring his
hope, grace and love to all we meet

day six
‘A good person produces good
from the store of good within
them’
Do we allow the Spirit to fill us, so that the
goodness of Jesus flows to all we meet?

day seven
‘I will show you what they are like.
They are like a person who in
building their house, dug deep and
laid the foundations on rock’.
Are we ready to understand that Jesus is
our rock, and to see that he is the
foundation for our life?
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for the group
as you gather…
•
•
•
•
•

Share the things which have struck you or challenged you
How do we allow the mind and way of Jesus to shape our thinking and
living?
How do we deal with those we find difficult?
How do we live in the power of the Spirit and shine in the patience and
gentleness of Jesus?
How do we ensure that Jesus is our rock and foundation?

prayer for the group
Lord, help us to be open to your call, and live the way of
the kingdom, bringing grace and life to all we meet.

God, of your goodness, give me yourself;
for you are sufficient for me.
I cannot properly ask anything less, to be worthy of you.
If I were to ask less, I should always be in want.
In you alone do I have all. Amen
Julian of Norwich

continue the conversation

here

