
thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

the healing ministry continues 

m o n t h  f o u r                   w e e k  o n e

image for the week

Luke 7.1-17

These two healings, the servant of the Roman centurion and the raising of the

widow’s son, speak both for that particular moment and time, but also speak

clearly into today’s mission calling. There is need to recognise the compassion

of Jesus, especially for the widow, but also the surprise Jesus expresses as he

realises the faith of the Roman centurion. It is this faith and compassion which

leads to the healing of the servant and the overcoming of death.

It is crucial that every day the compassion of Jesus is reflected in our lives and

ministry, but there must also be a willingness to be surprised. There must be an

openness to the Spirit, enabling the possibilities of faith to be recognised, often

in places where it is least expected.

These two healings are signs of the new life which Jesus came to bring – not just

for his ministry but as a promise of resurrection and the new creation

Jesus said,’ I tell you, nowhere, even 

in Israel, have I found faith like this.

Luke 7 verse 9

I need you to teach me day by day, 

according to each day’s 

opportunities and needs. Give me, O 

Lord, that purity of conscience which 

alone can receive, which alone can 

improve your inspirations.

My ears are dull, so I cannot hear 

your voice. My eyes are dim, so that I 

cannot see your tokens of love. You 

alone can quicken my hearing, and 

purge my sight, and cleanse and 

renew my heart.

Teach me to sit at your feet, and to 

hear your word.                                                                                                              

John Henry Newman



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  o n e

‘This servant was ill and near to death’

The Centurion recognised the healing that Jesus could bring, and sent a message to him through

the Jewish elders, feeling unworthy to come into his presence. This is, again, a sign of the new

creation that Jesus had come to bring. Today, are we ready to recognise the presence and power of

Jesus in our own life and mission?

Do not trouble further, sir, it is not 

for me to have you under my roof

The faith expressed by the centurion is

remarkable – today are we ready to trust

Jesus in this way?

Say the word and my servant will be 

healed

This centurion recognised the power and authority

vested in Jesus – echoed through his own

experience within the Roman army. Are we ready

to recognise this authority and allow it to change

our thinking and attitudes – the way we live out

our discipleship?

I tell you, nowhere, even in Israel have 

I found faith like this

We may have known Jesus for many years but

are we willing to have a growing faith which

trusts his love and grace?

The dead man was the only son of 

his widowed mother

Not only was the widow grieving for her son,

but her whole future would have been very

uncertain. The compassion of Jesus brings

new life and possibility as the son is raised

from death. As we live through this day are

we open to this possibility and the promise

of new life for all

Deep awe feel upon them all and 

they praised God

As we live this day are we ready to

recognise the power, grace and love, for

healing and restoration, which can be

found in Jesus?

A great prophet has risen amongst 

us

Jesus is not simply a great prophet – he is the

word of God made flesh. Are we ready to

hear and respond to that eternal word today?



tAppren ice

for the group
as you gather…

prayer for the group

w e e k  o n e

• Share the issue and thoughts which have particularly struck you

• Are we ready to recognise the new life which Jesus brings?

• How can the faith of ‘an outsider’ be so deep?

• How do we respond to the compassion of Jesus, especially to those we find

more difficult?

• Are we willing to be open to the word of God? How might this transform

our lives, both individually and as a Christian Community?

Lord, give us courage to know that you are 

the word made flesh,                                                   

and enable us to follow you every day into 

your world

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/


thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

reflecting on the ministry of John 

w e e k  t w o

image for the week

Luke 7.18-35

In many ways, John the Baptist is the last of the Old Testament prophets – coming as the fore-

runner of Jesus; he brings the prologue as God’s great second act begins. From the long and

tortuous history of the Old Testament seven key features stand out and are echoed in his life:

• Creation – he brings the promise of the new creation in the miracles of healing and
provision

• Covenant – he brings the new covenant, sealed in his death on the cross
• Commandment – he brings the new commandment, ‘love one another’
• Kingship – he is the eternal king, the one for whom David had been longing
• Priesthood – he is the great high priest, who takes his followers into the very presence of

God
• Prophecy – he is not just a prophet, but the word of God made flesh
• Temple – he is not a Temple made with human hands, but the very presence of God

amongst humanity
It is this background which determines the whole mission and ministry of Jesus. As the
servant of the Father he displays the new creation and constantly travels to the cross and
resurrection.

Here is my herald, whom I will 

send on ahead of you, and he will 

prepare your way before you

Luke 7 verse 27

Heavenly Father, 
We have decided for your kingdom

And dared to take your cup.
But we confess we do not 

understand 
The fearsome consequences of 

obedience.
When we are brought to the test

Steady our nerve and hold us in our 
faith.

That we may sail through heavy seas
And ride the frightening storm.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Caryl Micklem



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  t w o

Are you the one who is to come, or are we to expect some other?
The Old Testament ends with uncertainty as to who the Messiah will be and even John the Baptist,
shaped by that Old Testament thinking, is not sure. Today, are we willing to recognise the fullness
of Jesus and the new kingdom he continues to bring?

Go, he said, and tell John what you 
have seen and heard

The miracles of healing and the release of
those possessed by evil spirits, were not just
for that moment - they are, and continue to
be, signs of the new creation Jesus has come
to bring. As we live this day, are we willing to
recognise such signs and be heralds of this
new life?

Happy is the person who does not 
find me a stumbling block

In Jesus, the Kingdom had come in all its
fullness, but there were many who doubted
and many who opposed this new way of
thinking and being, eventually taking Jesus
to the cross. Prayerfully consider where you
find Jesus a stumbling block – which part of
his teaching do you find difficult?

I tell you there is not a mother’s son 
greater than John, and yet the least 

in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he

Jesus shows that the new creation,
transforms the thinking of Israel inherited
from the Old Testament. God’s purposes are
being fulfilled and the least in this new
kingdom will be greater than those outside it.
Are our eyes open to see this possibility?

All the people, including the tax 

gatherers praised God, for they 

had accepted John’s baptism

Many in the crowd recognised all that was

happening and were ready to be open to

the new life brought by Jesus. How open

are we to this new life?

The Pharisees and Lawyers, who 
refused John’s baptism, had 
rejected God’s purpose for 

themselves
Because of their refusal to accept John’s
baptism, the Pharisees and Lawyers
rejected God’s purposes. How much do
we shape our faith in Jesus by our own
thinking and pre-conceptions?

We piped for you and you would 
not dance. We wept and wailed 

and you would not mourn

Many saw John as possessed and saw
Jesus as a glutton, a drinker and a friend
of sinners. Are we willing to become
children of wisdom, children of the
kingdom?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t w o

• Share the issues or thoughts which particularly struck you

• Does the group recognise and respond to the roots of the ministry of Jesus

in the Old Testament?

• How do you engage with the ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus’

response to it?

• Are we willing to allow the kingdom of God to shape our thinking and

actions?

• Are we ready to follow Jesus into his world and to engage with those who

do not share our thinking or attitudes?

Lord, as a community and as individuals, 

give us your wisdom that we might have the 

courage and grace to follow you into your 

world.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/


thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

an invitation 

w e e k  t h r e e

image for the week

Luke 7.36-50

The meeting between Jesus and Simon, the Pharisee, is a continuing challenge

to the grace, love and forgiveness which we are willing to show – a daily

challenge as we meet those around us, often those who have different

attitudes and expectations and ways of living. For Simon, the woman was a

sinner, who needed to be accepted. For Jesus, filled with the grace and love of

the Father, she was repentant, open to forgiveness and a new way of living.

Above all, she showed that repentance and the need to seek forgiveness

through her actions.

Simon, and the rest of the guests, were overwhelmed by the reaction of Jesus,

especially when he declared her sins were forgiven, that her faith had saved her

and she could go in peace.

This week’s reading expresses the continuing forgiveness of the Father, shown

through the Son. A continuing forgiveness at the heart of our discipleship.

Jesus said ‘Your sins are forgiven’. The 

other guests began to ask themselves, 

‘who is this, that he can forgive sins’?

Luke 7 verses 48-49

Help me, Lord, to be more like you:

To draw a circle that includes rather 

than excludes.

Give me a genuine love for others,

Both those I like and those I don’t 

like.

Help me to overcome my fears and 

prejudices

And to see you image in all people.                                          

Richard Harries



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

She took her place behind him, by 
his feet, weeping

Jesus immediately recognised the
woman’s repentance and a longing for a
new life as she acknowledged him and
washed his feet in her tears. Are we ready
to recognise and then acknowledge the
signs of true repentance and sorrow?

w e e k  t h r e e

One of the Pharisees invited him to eat with him; he went to the Pharisee’s house 
and took his place at the table

Am I willing to be open to any invitation, even to those with whom I might disagree? Am I willing in
all my relationships to show the grace and love of Christ?

A woman who was living an 
immoral life in the town had 

learned that Jesus was at the table 
in the Pharisee’s house.

For many in the town this woman would
have been rejected and despised. However,
Jesus recognised her desire for forgiveness,
especially when she wept and anointed his
feet, and he offered her restoration and
renewal. The challenge everyday as a
disciple is to follow Jesus in the same way.

The Pharisee saw this and said to 
himself ‘if this fellow were a real 
prophet he would know who this 

woman is that touches him
Simon, the Pharisee, is ruled by tradition, rules
and regulations, rather than recognising the
true repentance of the woman. It is easy, to
allow rules to blind us, so that we fail to
recognise a true desire for forgiveness.

Jesus said, ‘which will love him 

most?’ Simon replied ‘I should 

think the one that was let off 

most’. ‘You are right’ said Jesus

Jesus immediately recognised the deep

love of the woman, and it was this that

led to her forgiveness

And so I tell you, her great love 
proves that her many sins have 

been forgiven
Love, repentance and forgiveness are
strands to be woven together. Do we
recognise our own need to weave these
three and are we willing to see it in
others?

Then he said to her ‘your sins are 
forgiven’. The other guests began 

to ask themselves, ‘who is this, 
that he can forgive sin?

In this moment we recognise the Lordship
of Jesus – a Lordship that can forgive sin.
As we live out today, are we open to that
Lordship.



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t h r e e

• Share the issues or thoughts which particularly struck you

• Do you recognise the need to weave love, repentance and forgiveness

together?

• What is the group’s reaction to Simon and the woman

• Reflect to the words of Jesus – what in particular struck you?

• Are we ready to recognise the Lordship of Jesus and his willingness to

forgive?

Lord Jesus, help us to weave together,               

love repentance and forgiveness,                           

and to share that love and forgiveness with 

all we meet.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/


thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

journeying 

w e e k  f o u r

image for the week

Jesus continues on his travels, taking with him the disciples, Mary and Joanna,

and as he journeys continues to proclaim the good news of God’s kingdom. We

can imagine the excitement which was created as the crowds gathered, the

kingdom was preached and people healed and released from evil spirits. The

main focus is the parable of the sower. This well-known parable can often be

overlooked or there can be an assumption that it is for someone else. As we

read it afresh it is important to allow it to speak to our own hearts, minds and

lives. Am I allowing the kingdom to flourish in my discipleship or are the ways

of the world causing me to stumble and ignore the teaching of Jesus.

Am I allowing the light of the kingdom to shine in my life? Am I open to the

ways and resources of the kingdom? Am I allowing the ways of God to be lived

out in my life, day by day? Finally, and perhaps most importantly, am I growing

in my discipleship?

My mother and my brothers – they 
are those who hear the word of God 

and act upon it

Luke 8 verse 21

Give us, O God, the power to go on,
To carry our share of your burden 

through to the end,
To live all the years of our life

Faithful to the highest we have seen,
With no pandering to the second best,

No leniency to our own lower selves.
No looking backward, no cowardice.
Give us the power to give ourselves,
To break the bread of our lives into 

starving humanity,
In humble self-subjection to serve 

others,
As you, O Lord, serve your world.                                      

John Hoyland

Luke 8:1- 21



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  f o u r

People were now gathering in large numbers as they made their way to him

Does the kingdom of God still attract large numbers of people – if not, why not?

A sower went out to sow his seed

Carefully reflect on this parable and then

ask the question:- Where is my life as I

follow Jesus?

Jesus said, ’it has granted to you to 

know the secrets of the kingdom of 

God

Am I willing to enter into these ‘secrets’ and

allow them to change my life – both

thoughts and actions?

Jesus said, ‘it has granted to you to 

know the secrets of the kingdom of 

God’

Am I willing to enter into these ‘secrets’ and

allow them to change my life – both

thoughts and actions?

The good soil represent those who 

bring a good and honest heart to 

the hearing of the word and by 

their perseverance yield a harvest

Do I bring a ‘good and honest heart’ to the

word of Jesus, and am I yielding a harvest?

Nobody lights a lamp and then 

covers it with a basin or puts it 

under the bed

Do I allow the light of Jesus shine in my

face and life every day?

Jesus replied ‘My mother and my 

relatives – they are those who 

hear the word of God and act 

upon it

As this week ends, do you feel that you

are hearing the word of God and are part

of the family of the kingdom?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  f o u r

Lord,                                                                                                      
may the way of the kingdom continue to shape our lives, 

and the light of Jesus constantly be seen.

• Share the issues or thoughts which particularly struck you

• What does the kingdom of God look like today – how do we live in its light?

• Reflecting on the parable of the sower, how might that shape and change

the present Christian community?

• Are we prepared to go deeper into the kingdom, allowing it to shape our

discipleship?

• Does the light of Jesus, and of the kingdom shine out to all we meet?

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/

