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Week Two 

The Ministry and Mission of Jesus 

Reading for the Week 

John 1: 1-14  

 

The Key Points for this Week 

As we begin to engage again with Jesus, it is important to come with an open mind and a 

willingness to see things in new ways. The exploration will enable us to: - 

1 Recognise his deep connection with the history of the Old Testament. 

2 Travel with him from the manger to the cross and resurrection 

3 Understand something of the promise of the new creation – its abundance and wholeness 

4 Respond to the call to servanthood 

5 Be willing to live on the edge of culture so that the Christian Community can speak of the 

grace and love of God 

6 Learn about incarnational living 
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Exploration 

a) Jesus and the Old Testament 

As already stated, the Old Testament ends with a huge question mark. The long and tortuous 

history, over many centuries, has left the nation of Israel broken and uncertain. The longing for the 

Messiah to come is evident but when might that be, and how will he show himself. 

Before focusing on the mission and ministry of Jesus, it is important to consider again the six 

themes that flow throughout the pages of the OT.  

These are: - 

• Creation  

• Covenant 

• Kingship  

• The Prophetic 

• The Priestly – especially the High Priest 

• The Temple 

By the time the OT draws to a close, all of these have been broken, misused, denied or destroyed. 

Ezekiel predicts the destruction of the Temple and the Spirit of God leaving the holy place. 

Although destroyed and then rebuilt, the Jewish people themselves never believed that the Spirit 

returned to the Temple. The years between the Testaments became a time of waiting and, for 

some, a deep longing. 

Suddenly, a strange person dressed in camel skins and eating wild honey and locusts appears, and 

declares the Messiah is about to be seen and the people must prepare themselves for a new 

moment in God’s purposes. 

As Jesus is baptised by John the Baptist so his ministry begins. As it unfolds the themes from the 

Old Testament are echoed afresh: - 

• Creation – Jesus gives a foretaste of the new creation through his miracles 

• Covenant – he speaks of the new covenant to be found in him 

• Kingship – he is seen as the king of Kings, whose rule will be eternal 

• Prophetic – he is not simply a prophet, but the Word of God created in human likeness 

• Priestly – he is the true High Priest, able to take us not into a temple built by human hands, 

but into the very presence of God 

• Temple – Jesus is the true Temple – the place where humanity can meet with its creator 

From the Manger to the Cross 

Frequently, there is the celebration of Christmas and then a move to Lent and a focus on the last 

week in the life of Jesus; it is important to share the rest of his life, because in that sharing, we will 

discover the invitation into discipleship and understand more fully his calling on our life. One good 
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way into this is to read the gospel of Luke, and to do it in two ways. First read it through in one 

sitting and read it as though you have never read it before – it may well open your eyes to new 

understandings and possibilities in your own discipleship. 

The key aspects of the life of Jesus are: - 

a) The Promise of the New Creation – the miracles, whether the healings, the stilling of the 

storm, or the feeding of the 5,000, were not just for that moment. They are recorded so 

that we might understand that the ministry of Jesus is the promise of the new creation, 

when all things will be made new. 

b) The Call to Servanthood – throughout his ministry Jesus makes clear that he has come as a 

servant, and all who follow him need to learn that same way of servanthood. Humility does 

not mean servitude, but rather recognising the worth and value of the other, and enabling 

that other to fulfil their potential and calling 

c) Living on the Edge – Jesus constantly lived on the edge of culture, not shaped by current 

thinking and attitudes. From this ‘edge’ he was able to speak of and demonstrate the 

possibility of the new creation and share God’s love and grace with hope and expectation 

d) Incarnational Living – although Jesus came from eternity and returned to eternity, during 

his earthly ministry he was shaped by his immediate surroundings and context. This must 

be our calling, both as individuals and as community. There is a constant need to discover 

the call of the Spirit for our own immediate context. 

 

 

Reflections for the Individual  

Take time each day to reflect on the above explorations. As you do so prayerfully consider: - 

• Am I ready to understand and celebrate the roots of the ministry of Jesus in the Old 

Testament? 

• Am I ready to allow him to be the one who takes me into the Father’s presence – the true 

High Priest and Temple? 

• Am I ready to recognise that in Jesus there is the promise of the new creation? 

• Am I ready to live with humility and become the servant of all I meet? 

• Am I ready to follow his incarnational living and seek the Spirit’s leading for my own context 

and place of being?  
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Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What was the key point which struck you as you shared in the exploration? 

• As a group, seeking to become a Christian community, how will the ministry of Jesus shape 

that community? 

• How do we follow his call into servanthood? How do we value the worth of the other? 

• Are we open to the possibility of the new creation? What does it actually mean? 

• As a group, are we ready to live incarnationally – to seek the Spirits leading for our own 

place of being? 

 

 

Prayer for the Week 

Sever me from myself that I may be grateful to you; 

May I perish to myself that I may be safe in you; 

May I die to myself that I may live in you; 

May I wither to myself that I may blossom in you, 

May I be emptied of myself that I may abound in you, 

May I be nothing to myself that I may be all to you. 

 

Erasmus 

 

 

 


