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Week Three 

The new mission landscape 

Reading for the Week 

Colossians 1:15 – 20 

 

 

 

Key Points for this week are: - 

 

1. Understanding the fundamental cultural shift being experienced in the present moment 

2. Recognising the huge issues facing humanity – both global and local 

3. Being ready for new ways of thinking – an openness to the Spirit 

4. Metamorphosis – from caterpillar to butterfly 
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Exploration  

As this this week’s exploration begins, it is vital to recognise that the mission landscape coming 

into view is fundamentally different from anything experienced in the past. Frequently there is a 

deep desire to cling to that past, but to do so, will mean that future mission will fail to be open to 

the Spirit’s leading and there will little or no real connection with the wider culture and society. 

To understand this new mission landscape the following need to be explored: - 

a) Paradigm Shift 

In many ways this is now an over-used word – but it is vital to explore its implications because they 

define and determine the mission landscape.  

The following should be noted: - 

1) A paradigm is the philosophical and cultural box in which a society understands itself. The 

paradigm will last as long as the questions asked by that society can be answered within the 

given framework. As soon as the questions become too big, the current paradigm will 

collapse and a new one begins to emerge. 

2) There have only been 2 such shifts in the past 1000 years, and we are in the second now. 

The first was from the classical world to the world of enlightenments in the 1400 and 1500s. 

The second is from that Enlightenment period, based on reason and proposition, to a world 

which is shaped by relativity, chaos theory and principles of uncertainty.  

3) It should be noted that both shifts of paradigm were scientifically driven, and both led the 

Christian Church into upheaval and the need to re-imagine and understand the mission call 

of God afresh.  

4) Max Planck, a German physicist, at the end of the 1800s and beginning of the 1900s, said 

the old order was passing and a new order emerging. Over the past 100 years that new 

order has emerged more and more clearly and travelled from the scientific academy to 

shape the thinking of contemporary society. 

 

b) The Big Issues – Global and Local 

Humanity, both globally and locally, is facing huge issues. Again, it needs to be said that the older 

generations long for the past, and politicians assume that the old ways will return and shape the 

future; there needs to be a realisation that this will not happen. However, it gives the Christian 

community a real opportunity to speak afresh, and, indeed, to live out the mission heart of God, 

sharing his grace, love and hope. 

a) The global issues include: -  

• The ecology and environment 

• The new economic normal  

• Population growth and the issues of resource. (In 1950 the world population was 2.5 

billion, we are now over 7 billion, and by 2050 will be 9 billion) 
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• Migration – it will continue 

• Terrorism and violence 

 

a) The local includes: - 

• A sense of isolation and lack of self-worth – especially for the younger 

generations 

• Continuing austerity and poverty – this will increase in the coming years 

• A growing uncertainty about the future and a longing for the past to return. This 

is ‘liminality’ a fear of the future and constantly looking back over the shoulder. 

• A growing racism and emergence of right-wing parties – this will be seen in 

Europe, but also globally 

• Anger with the political elite 

 

C) New Ways of Thinking - A new openness to the Spirit 

To begin to address these huge issues and to prepare to cross the new mission landscape the 

following will need to be in place: - 

1. Perception – a willingness to see things in new ways. The Acts of the Apostles constantly 

remind us that it was the Spirit who led the way – Peter realising that the good news was 

for Gentiles as well as Jews, Philip baptising an Ethiopian Eunuch, Paul travelling from Asia 

into Europe. 

2. Participation – a willingness to share in God’s mission heart 

3. Provisionality – an ability to live with uncertainty and sometimes lack of clarity 

4. Possibility – an openness to all that the Spirit is showing 

5. Prophetic – living the promise of the new creation into the present moment.  

 

D) A Parable – Metamorphosis 

It is said that if you cut a chrysalis in half, (which I haven’t done not wanting to be cruel to the 

chrysalis), you will discover that inside is liquid. This is because the caterpillar genes are trying to 

destroy the butterfly genes. For every butterfly gene destroyed two more are produced, so 

eventually the butterfly overcomes the caterpillar and flies. In many ways this echoes the present 

mission situation. Many long for the past to return. However, there are others who recognise this 

will not happen, and are aware of the new mission landscape and want to engage afresh – to fly 

like a butterfly. 
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Reflections for the Individual 

Take time each day to reflect on the above explorations. As you do so prayerfully consider: - 

• Do I constantly look back to the past or am I willing to follow the Spirit into the new world 

– am I a caterpillar or butterfly? 

• Am I open to the new culture that is emerging, do I recognise the new mission landscape?  

• Do I recognise the huge issues, both global and local, and do I seek to live out the promise 

of the new creation? 
• Do these issues shape my life every day? 

• Am I open to the call of Jesus to follow him into his world – no matter what the risk and 

cost? 

 

 

 

Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What were the key insights which struck each member of the group? 

• How might we engage with the big issues? 

• How might these ‘big issues’ shape our future understanding of the call to share God’s 

mission heart? 

• How might we begin to engage with our own local context, but from a global perspective? 
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Prayer for the Week 

 

Lord Jesus, let me know myself, let me know thee, 

And desire nothing else but thee. 

Let me love myself only if I love thee, 

And do all things for thy sake. 

Let me humble myself and exalt thee 

And think of nothing else but thee. 

Let me die to myself and live in thee, 

And take whatever happens as coming from thee. 

Let me forsake myself and walk after thee, 

And ever desire to follow thee. 

Let me flee from myself and turn to thee, 

So that I might merit to be defended by thee. 

Let me fear for myself, let me fear thee, 

And be among those chosen by thee. 

Let me distrust myself and trust in thee, 

And ever obey for the love of thee. 

Let me cleave to nothing but thee, 

And ever be poor because of thee. 

Look upon me that I may love thee, 

Call me that I may see thee, 

And forever possess thee, for all eternity 

 

Augustine of Hippo 

 


