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Week Four 

Exploring a Movement Expression of Church 

 

Reading for the Week 

Acts of the Apostles 12:1 - 52 

Key Points for this week are: - 

1) Understanding the difference between a movement and settled expression of Church  

2) Recognising that in many ways it will be the movement expression of Christian Community 

that will reconnect with the current mission landscape 

3) Releasing imagination and creativity and the gift of the entrepreneur  

4) Identify those who want to live in this new missional way 

5) Identify potential leaders – those who can equip, resource and encourage 

6) See the need to hold the different forms and expressions of Church in unity 
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Exploration  

As this week’s exploration begins it will be important to consider and reflect on the following. 

a) Movement and Settled 

The history of the Christian Church shows that in many ways it was the movement expression of 

Christian Community that enabled the whole Church to re-discover its mission call. This began with 

the monastic movements around Benedict and Francis, but in later centuries was echoed through 

the ministry and mission of John Wesley, and in the 19th century focussed on such movements as 

the Salvation Army, The Clapham Sect, and Church Army, along with the re-birthing of monastic 

communities. 

It was in the 1980s that the theologian Ralph Neighbour began to speak of a modal and sodal 

expression of Church. The modal meant the more settled, such as the Parish church and 

congregation, and the sodal spoke of the movement expression.  

In recent years this form of Christian Community has come more and more to the fore. Around the 

UK many are exploring this way of living, shown in the new community at Lambeth Palace, 

together with the Gatherings which have taken place bringing together the historic mission orders 

and the new emerging communities. 

However, it is important to recognise that these two expressions have their roots in the very 

beginning of the Christian Community – recorded for us in the Acts of the Apostles. The Jerusalem 

Church was more settled, but Paul and his various teams began to express and the movement form 

as they travelled out from Antioch 

b) Engaging the new Mission Landscape 

As stated before, the mission landscape coming into view is very different from anything 

experienced before. In many ways it will be small missional communities that will enable the Church 

to re-engage with the current culture.  

As stated last week, many, especially amongst the younger generations, are struggling with self-

worth and a sense of isolation. There is a deep desire for relationships of depth and integrity. Such 

relationships, experienced in missional communities, will enable each individual, no matter what 

their situation, to discover the love, hope and grace shown in Jesus Christ. Again, such relationships 

will only be found in the small expressions of church 

c) Releasing Imagination, Creativity and the Entrepreneur 

Again, as stated before, it will be vital, given the current challenges, to discover afresh the 

imagination and creativity of the Trinity. This will not come through human wisdom, but as there is 

an on-going commitment to prayer and an openness to the Spirit’s leading. Only by sharing in this 

imagination and creativity will new ways be opened up, new connections made, and a readiness 

fostered to follow Jesus into his world. 
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At the end of the last century and in the early years of this, the word ‘entrepreneur’ was felt to be 

unacceptable, especially in Christian circles. However, in recent years the word has been 

rehabilitated. About 10% of the population have some form of entrepreneurial gifting, and in future 

years it will be necessary to release this within small missional communities for the development 

of new thinking and new ways of reconnecting with our culture 

d) Releasing those who want to ‘Travel Out’ 

Not all Church members will want to be part of a small missional community. Some will want to be 

part of the settled, expressing their faith through a congregational model and this should continue 

to be encouraged. 

However, some will be ready to begin a new mission journey – to travel out from Church ‘as is’ and 

to begin to explore new possibilities which the Spirit is showing. Such people will need to be 

identified and then released and encouraged in this exploration – an exploration which will require 

constant equipping and resourcing from a committed leadership. 

e) Identify the Leaders  

This will be an important key to future development. It will be vital to find leaders who do not want 

to dominate, but rather follow the example of Jesus, and are servant foundational. This leadership 

will enable every member of the small missional community to discover their particular gifting and 

calling into mission and ministry, to follow Jesus into his world and to discover the depth and 

lifelong calling of being a disciple. 

f) Holding Unity 

To many, this expression of Christian Community will seem a threat to the received ways of being 

Church. This is why holding the two expressions in unity will be so important and will require wise 

and gifted leadership. It may well be the movement expression of Christian Community which 

reconnects with society and our current culture, but those in the old ways will need to be cared for 

and pastored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Insights 

4 
 

 

 

 

Reflections for the Individual 

Take time each day to reflect on the above explorations. As you do so, prayerfully consider: - 

• Am I called to ‘travel out’ and live in this new way? 

• Do I know my gifts, so that I could help the development of missional ministry? 

• Am I a possible leader of a small missional community? 

• Do I seek the imagination and creativity of the Trinity? 

• Do I have entrepreneurial gifting? 

• Am I ready to ensure continuing unity across the Church? 

 

 

 

Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What were the key insights which struck each member of the group? 

• As a group is there a desire to ‘travel out’ and explore new ways of being and engaging? 

• Is there a deep desire for prayer and a willingness to be open to the leading of the Spirit? 

• How might unity be encouraged and held? 
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Prayer for the Week 

 

Something down deep 

Wants out 

Spleen and liver shiver 

Pressure mounts 

Rise up this heavy heart to heaven 

And shout 

This precious life and loving 

In these veins now flowing 

Will burst the banks old rivers 

Had formed 

And pour out 

On thirsty ground 

So, you and me – 

Let’s find our feet 

In freedom and dance 

Let’s live our lives 

All open 

To circumstance 

 

For joy is a bubble 

Building in me 

And Lord how beautiful 

Is this world I see? 

Listing 

 

Chris Goan 


