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Week Five 

Creating Community 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week 

John 17    

Acts of the Apostles 2:42- 47 

 

Key Points for this week are: - 

1. Laying the foundations for community 

2. Recognising the marks of community 

3. Seeing the inner framework 

4. Understanding motivation 

5. Accepting brokenness 

6. Exploring the place of promise and a rhythm of life  

The person who loves their dream of community 

will destroy community (even if their intentions are 

ever so earnest), but the person who loves those 

around them will create community 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Exploration 

a) Laying: The Foundations 

At the heart of creation is the Community of the Trinity – the mind of God being expressed through 

the power of the Spirit and the Word, which was ‘made flesh’ and, in the fullness of the revelation 

of God, encountered in the person of Jesus. Whilst the depth of the Community of the Trinity will 

remain a mystery, maybe for all eternity, there are insights which can be encountered and explored 

as the echo of that Community is sounded within the life of God’s people.  

1) Community – seen at the heart of the Father – the opening chapters of Genesis make clear 

that the intention of the creator Father was to live in deep communal relationship, both 

with humanity, but also with the whole of creation. Whilst this deep relationship has been 

broken, and the results of that brokenness can be seen both within humanity, and within 

the wider creation, the longing at the heart of the Father is for the fullness of that 

relationship to be renewed and restored. The on-going story of revelation in the O.T. – 

Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and then the insights of many of the Psalms, Job and the 

prophets, especially Isaiah, echo this again and again. This same focus is discovered in the 

letters of Paul, (Romans, Colossians), and finds its fulfilment in the promise of the new 

creation in Revelation.  

2) Community – the focus of the Son – from the beginning of his ministry it is clear that Jesus 

knew that he was in a deep relationship with the Father and the Spirit – the promise of the 

Trinity lived out in the incarnation. As he centred on this relationship, so he was enabled to 

fulfil his Father’s mission, and echo the community at the heart of the creation. Living in and 

encouraging relationships which reflected this deeper community marked the ministry of 

Jesus. Whether in the call of the 12, or in his meetings with individuals, Jesus focused on 

creating relationships of depth and integrity which grew out of the Father’s heart of love 

for each and every individual. 

3) Community – the work of the Spirit – the day of Pentecost saw this sense of deep 

relationships echoing the community of the Trinity beginning to be expressed in new ways 

through the birthing of the embryonic Christian Community – the Church. At first a gathered 

community in Jerusalem, the followers of Jesus soon found themselves scattered across 

the known world often facing persecution and rejection, but always marked by their 

integrity and the depth of relationships which they sought.  

The key question is: ‘what was it that enabled these early followers of Jesus and others down the 

centuries, to live in this way?’ 

b) Recognising: The Marks of Community 

As the early Church grew and developed, and particularly as it came under the influence of the 

teaching of Paul, it began to recognise that its calling was to be the Body of Christ – this was not a 
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metaphor nor a simile but an actuality. Through the gifting of the Spirit the mission and ministry of 

Jesus was to be lived out in each and every place; an echo of the incarnation around the world and 

down the centuries. As the Body of Christ, the Christian community was called to bear the marks 

of Jesus himself (Galatians 5:22). These marks, which were and are deep within his being and 

character, determined and showed themselves in his relationships with those around him – both 

in long term relationships and in the brief encounters with individuals as he walked the lanes of 

Galilee and eventually made his way to Jerusalem and the giving of himself on the cross. These 

Marks, which were to determine the life of that early community, should be the defining Marks of 

the contemporary Christian Community – the Church. 

The Marks 

1. Love, Joy and Peace - these three marks set the foundational principles of the way in which 

God relates to his creation and are therefore the way in which he calls the followers of Jesus 

to be and then relate to those around them and to the wider creation. Frequently these 

marks are dealt with in a superficial way and are simply seen as a response which we should 

make to others. Whilst this is the important outward expression of these marks it must be 

realised, they grow from a certainty of the love which the Father has for us, which leads to 

a deep sense of security, no matter what the circumstances. This certainty of the Father’s 

love gives a deep sense of joy and peace enabling the follower of Jesus to express this 

attitude in every situation and to every person. 

2. Grace – the love, joy and peace flow from the Father’s heart to every person, and as the 

individual responds to this gift, so there is the experience of deep Grace. This Grace is the 

certainty of God’s love in the midst of the brokenness of the individual, within the setting 

of the brokenness of the whole of creation. Grace is the experiencing of the love and 

richness of the Father, amidst a deepening recognition that it is a gift given in and through 

the person of the Son Jesus and experienced in the power of the Spirit. This Grace is a gift 

given – it cannot be earned or worked for – it is simply an expression of the eternal love at 

the heart of the Trinity and at the heart of creation. 

3. Servanthood – experiencing the love, joy and peace of the Father and discovering more of 

the depth of his grace will lead the individual disciple into a deeper relationship with the Son 

and the call to share his sense of Servanthood and self-giving. The synoptic gospels all 

record the words of Jesus as he challenges his disciples to understand the place of 

Servanthood and service and this is echoed by Paul as he reflects on the nature and work 

of Jesus in the great hymn recorded in Philippians 2. Such Servanthood is not to be shallow 

and without true integrity, but is to come from the heart of Jesus himself; as life is centred 

upon him, so there is a growing willingness to reflect his attitude and way of being; 

Servanthood and service become the natural flow of life from a grateful and willing heart 
 

c) Seeing: The Inner framework for Community 

Again, the framework for communal living does not flow primarily from an external set of rules and 

regulations, but rather from an inward engagement with the Spirit and a desire to continue to 
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explore in ever deeper ways the calling of Jesus to live in his way. In his letter to the Galatians Paul 

says that he is in travail all over again (like a woman giving birth) until Christ is formed amongst 

you. This echoes his whole foundational thinking of the Church being the Body of Christ called to 

live out his mission and purposes in every place and to every person. In chapter 5 of that letter Paul 

then speaks of the fruit of the Spirit, which should be seen in the life of the individual and in the 

shared life of the Christian Community. This fruit of the Spirit is seen most fully in Jesus, but the 

power of Spirit is given to the Christian Community to enable it to echo and display his continuing 

presence in his creation. The love, joy and peace have already been mentioned as part of the marks 

of the Community – the following enable the individual to live out the communal life which the 

Spirit longs to create. 

i. Humility – this is a willingness to recognise the worth and value of the other, the particular 

gifting and contribution that they bring and a willingness to allow that contribution to be 

given and expressed. 

ii. Patience – because of the power of self, which can be clearly recognised if there is a 

willingness to make an inward journey, there needs to be a recognition of the brokenness 

and power within others and a readiness to allow time and space for the Spirit constantly 

to bring about his healing and reconciliation. Patience may be required in dealing with 

others, but it is also required for dealing with one’s inner being and the constant need to 

come to terms with one’s own self and the desire to impose that self on others and 

situations. 

iii. Gentleness – growing in humility and patience will lead to a genuine desire to be gentle with 

others – no matter what the situation or challenge might be. 

iv. Faithfulness- community demands and expects faithfulness from one to the other – a 

willingness to persevere and continue in the way of humility, patience and gentleness – 

indeed the heart and way of Jesus himself. 

v. Self-control – within relationships it is very easy to blame and to see the fault in the other. 

Self-control looks for a willingness to see one’s own failings and gradually, in the power of 

the Spirit to begin to live to a new rhythm which honours the other and gives space and 

time for the new life of Jesus to grow with a deeper integrity and authenticity. 

 

d) Understanding: The Motivation 

The above will not continue to grow primarily through an internalised and introspective 

understanding the life of the Community itself, but rather as the community looks to the Father 

and continues to explore his ways and purposes of the Father, as expressed through the Son and 

made possible within the Community through the power of the Spirit.  

The following seem key to this motivation: - 

Sharing the Mission Heart of God – at the heart of creation there is the heart beat of God’s desire 

to restore creation to its fullness. This is echoed within the life of the Trinity and as Father, Son and 

Spirit, so the Godhead reaches out to the brokenness of creation and humanity. The testimony of 
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the scriptures is the unfolding of God’s purpose and intent to see renewal and fulfilment – each 

individual discovering not only the depth of God’s love, but the fullness of purpose for his or her 

being, knowing the reality of God’s call so that communities, societies and Nations might discover 

the unity which was intended at the beginning and a living in harmony with the whole of the natural 

world. This is the song which must be sung within communities focused on this purpose – again a 

song that is not internally sung for the sake of the community – but sung as a shout of praise to 

the creator God, and a song which draws others into this life to find true meaning and reality.  

For this song to be sung the following will need to be present: - 

1. Creativity and Imagination – these gifts, which called creation into being, are those Father 

longs to share with that creation and particularly with those made in his image. In his grace 

and goodness, it will be important to recognise that the gifting is given for the blessing of 

others and the care of the natural world in which humanity lives and of which it is a part. 

2. Abundance - as creation is cared for and nurtured, so, through the power of the Spirit, the 

Father longs to pour out his blessing, share his abundance and enable all to have a foretaste 

of all that will be when the creation is finally restored. 

3. Sustainability – in the light of the Father’s love Christian Community will need to 

demonstrate an integrity at the heart of that community – and integrity that constantly 

challenges greed and self-interest and looks for a life-style which honours the gifts which 

we have received. 

Christian Communities will need to develop a deep integrity which demonstrates and encourages 

willingness: - 

1. To explore the different gifting and ministries of each within the Community. 

2. To release, encourage and further equip those different gifting. 

3. To model a deep collaboration – the rotating of leadership and responsibility according to 

such gifting  

4. To honour and with grace and love these moments of shared leadership responsibility.  

 

e) Accepting: Brokenness 

In all the above there will need to be recognition that the world in which such community will be 

created is broken and still subject to decay (Romans 8). This brokenness is not only encountered 

on an outward journey in relationships and in the engagement with creation but is also 

encountered on the inward journey into the depths of one’s being. The following will be a constant 

reminder of this and the need for continuing grace, humility and forgiveness.  

1) The Power of Self 

There can be little doubt as to the continuing power of the self – a power which often seeks to 

dominate and to impose the will of the self on to others. This desire to dominate is often caused 

by a weak inner ego and the uncertainty that creates within a person’s personality and character. 
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The call of Jesus, and indeed the unfolding understanding of the New Testament, is to allow the 

self to move from the desire to dominate to the role and nature of the servant. Such an attitude 

will only be possible as the individual discovers his or her foundation and calling in the person of 

Jesus. The identity of the individual, their calling and continuing ministry must not to be determined 

primarily through our relationships with others but in and through our relationship with Christ. 

 

2) The Power of Negativity 

Negativity is another very powerful expression of the brokenness of the individual and the wider 

creation. It can very quickly destroy the being and character of the other, as well as causing a 

hardening of the character, personality and attitude of the person displaying a negative attitude 

toward the other or to a particular situation. Again, the life of Jesus displays a grace and love to 

the individual and to situations, which he calls us to emulate and live out in the power of the Spirit. 

Such grace and love undergird and then emphasise the moments of anger which Jesus displayed – 

in discussion with religious leaders, in the cleansing of the temple. Such moments of anger were 

not motivated by an inner negativity, but rather by a real desire to see the ways and purposes of 

the Father lived out and fulfilled. 

3) The Power of Culture 

Culture can be of real importance and significance in a deepening understanding of the person of 

Jesus. Each culture will bring particular insights and understanding which will enable all to see and 

respond in deeper ways to the fullness of his being and ministry. However, culture can also shape 

and dictate the way in which Christ, his mission and ministry are understood and can very quickly 

shape the life and understanding of the Christian Community. The present expression of the Church 

in Europe, and in many parts of the world, to which the European understanding of Church was 

exported, is deeply shaped by past culture and continues to be shaped by contemporary 

understandings and attitudes. From its historic roots Christian Community is still informed and 

formed by a Greek, Platonic dualism and by a Roman expression of hierarchy, power and 

institution. Further, in its current cultural setting, particularly within the UK, Christian Community 

can so easily be shaped by individualism, consumerism and the place of celebrity – Church can so 

quickly become a consumerist product, rather than a calling to follow in the way of Jesus. 

f) The Place of Promise and a Rhythm of Life 

Within the historic mission orders, the place of vow and promise has become central and 

fundamental. The foundational vow is that of baptism, but this then becomes lived out in and 

though the promise of a particular community and expressed in the daily rhythm which is shared 

by the community.  

This outer commitment to promise and rhythm allows things to begin to develop and grow: - 
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1. This ongoing shaping of the individual life, as well as that of the community, enables not 

only an outer expression of faith, but a deepening self-awareness and constant inner 

renewal. 

2. This inner renewal, worked out in the life of the individual and expressed by the wider 

community, encourages a continuing engagement with the mission heart of God, a 

willingness to share the servant heart of the Lord Jesus, and a desire to follow in the way of 

the Spirit. 

3. As a community, and as individuals, this will lead to a depth of corporate life, which not only 

expresses credibility and authenticity, but will flow form a deep integrity. 

 

 

 

 

Reflections for the Individual 

Take time each day to reflect on the above explorations. As you do so, prayerfully consider: - 

• Is the Spirit calling me to belong to or even create such a community? 

• Do I realise the community of the Trinity longs to be lived out in the life of the Church? 

• Am I ready to enter into promises and commit to a rhythm of life? 

• Do I recognise the brokenness in myself as well as in others? 

• Am I willing to commit to relationships of depth and integrity? 

 

 

Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What were the key thoughts which struck each member? 

• Does the group recognise the importance of community – an echo of the community of the 

Trinity 

• How is the brokenness of individuals and, indeed, of the whole creation going to influence 

community? How can it be dealt with? 

• How does the group feel about committing to shared promises and a rhythm of life? 

Key Question – is the group ready to become a small missional community?  
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Prayer for the Week 

 

Disturb us Lord, when 

We are too pleased with ourselves. 

When our dreams have come true 

Because we dreamed too little; 

When we arrived safely 

Because we sailed too close to the shore. 

Disturb us Lord, when 

With the abundance of things we possess 

We have lost our thirst 

For the waters of life; 

Having fallen in love with life 

We have ceased to dream of eternity 

And in our efforts to build a new earth 

 

We have allowed our vision 

Of the new heaven to dim. 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly 

To venture on wilder seas 

Where storms will show your mastery; 

Where losing sight of land, 

We shall find the stars. 

We ask you to push back 

The horizons of our hopes, 

And to push back the future 

In strength, courage, hope and love. 

This we ask in the name of our Captain, 

The Lord Jesus Christ. 

                                                                                                                                                     

Francis Drake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


