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Week Seven 

The way of discipleship 

 

 

Reading for the Week 

Luke 5:1 – 11 

 

Key Points 

1. Hearing the Call 

2. Linking to the Master 

3. Learning by relationship, experience and reflection 

4. A daily walk  

5. Responding to that call 
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Exploration  

A deeper understanding of discipleship is certainly back on the agenda. However, the key issue is how to 

shape the whole of life around the call of Jesus to follow him. How can the mission heart of Jesus create 

a real desire in the heart of each one of us to follow him day by day? 

a) Hearing the Call  

For many of the first disciples the call of Jesus came as a complete surprise. For Peter, the huge catch of 

fish overwhelmed him, and at first, he asked Jesus to leave him but then had the courage to follow. 

Similarly, John and James decided to leave their nets and follow Jesus. Although not one of the 12, 

Zacchaeus suddenly found himself called out of the tree where he was hiding, was asked to entertain 

Jesus and others, and, as a result of that meeting, discovered his life was transformed. (Luke 19:1-10) 

As Jesus travels the lanes of Galilee and the surrounding country, and eventually makes his way to 

Jerusalem, constantly he is calling people into the Kingdom of God, to a new way of thinking and living, 

with new perspectives and attitudes. 

The question today is – how many are ready to hear that call into a new way of being? 

b) Linking to the Master 

Throughout his ministry Jesus is clear that in the call to follow him he is not expecting just an initial 

response, but a response which lasts a lifetime and which constantly and consistently changes attitudes 

and then actions. At one point he calls the disciples to be linked to him as a young ox is yoked to an older 

ox to learn how to plough. So, it is important to be linked to Jesus, the Master, to learn from him every 

day, as an apprentice learns from a master craftsman. 

 

Being yoked to Jesus will mean: - 

1. Being open to the mission heart of God and recognising that this shapes the whole of life. 

2. Learning the way of the kingdom and recognising that it is fundamentally different from the way 

of the world. 

3. Being open to the call to servanthood – a constant willingness to serve the other 

4. Realising that to follow Jesus is to walk in the way of the Cross, but always knowing the power of 

the Resurrection 

 

c) Learning by relationship, experience and reflection 

The call of the disciples to follow Jesus into the world to share his mission heart also meant that they had 

to learn a new way of thinking and being – constantly Jesus was challenging them to question all that 

was round them and to be open in new ways to the possibility of the Kingdom of God.  

This call to a new openness was encouraged in three ways: - 

1. Relationship – throughout his ministry Jesus formed relationships of depth and integrity – 

whether this was the on-going relationship with the disciples, or in the chance encounters with 
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those who sought his teaching or healing. Constantly and consistently Jesus shared his life with 

the other, recognising the importance of relationships – and echo of the life of the Trinity. It was 

though such relationships that the disciples began to learn the way of the Kingdom, and their 

discipleship was shaped. 

2. Experience – frequently, in today’s Christian Community there is little or no opportunity to 

experience the call into God’s mission. Often it is seen as an activity for the professional, the 

ordained, or the enthusiastic few, and not a mark of the whole community. Jesus demonstrates 

another way. Throughout his ministry he demonstrates the signs of the new creation, and then 

calls his disciples to experience it for themselves. He sends out the twelve and then the seventy-

two. All come back rejoicing in what they have seen and experienced. This experiential living must 

be the way of missional community. 

3. Reflection – the place of and for reflection is vital for the growth of the disciple. Jesus often took 

the disciples aside for such reflection – imagine the group sitting around a fire in the evening, 

reflecting on the events of the day. However, such reflection is not simply going over the events 

of the day, it is about reflection on how the day’s events share the mission heart of God. It is about 

seeing the big themes of scripture and linking those to the everyday. 

 

d) A Daily Walk  

Jesus said, ‘Take up your cross everyday’ 

This is the call to which each disciple has to respond, and to respond with eagerness and thanksgiving 

every day. This call to a daily walk with Jesus means: - 

1. Being ready to respond to the call of Jesus as he leads his disciples into the world 

2. Having a willingness to live with humility and a readiness to serve other people, whoever they 

may be. 

3. Allowing our eyes to be open to the need and concerns of other people 

4. Constantly being open to the power of the Spirit to see the opportunities and possibilities being 

shown and given 

5. Being prepared to face difficult situations to bring the peace and healing of Jesus 

 

e) Responding to the Call 

This is a moment for personal reflection, thought and prayer. The questions which need such reflection 

and prayer are: - 

• Am I willing to hear the call of Jesus?  

• Do I want to follow him into his world? 

• Am I ready to share his mission heart, his love, hope and grace? 

• How open am I to the power and leading of the Spirit? 

• Am I willing to take up the cross every day and serve others? 
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Reflections for the Individual 

This week, take time each day to reflect on the questions above and continue to ask: - 

‘Am I ready to respond to the call of Jesus and follow him into his world? 

 

 

Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What were the key thoughts which struck each member? 

• What does it really mean to take up the Cross and follow Jesus? 

• Is there a willingness to build relationships, and then share experience and reflection? 

• Is there an openness to the Spirit, to travel into the world seeking to share the mission heart 

of the Trinity? 

 

Prayer for the Week 

 

May the strength of God guide me this day,  

and may his power preserve me. 

 

May the wisdom of God instruct me;  

the eye of God watch over me;  

the ear of God hear me;  

the word of God give sweetness to my speech;  

the hand of God defend me;  

and may I follow the way of God. 

 

 

 

Christ be with me, Christ before me, 

Christ be after me, Christ within me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ at my right, Christ at my left, 

Christ in the fort, Christ in the chariot, 

Christ in the ship. 

Christ in the heart of all who think of me, 

Christ in the mouth of all who speak to me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me, 

Christ in every ear that hears me. 

 

Attributed to St Patrick 


