
Insights 
Week Eight  

Living prophetically 

 

 

Reading for the Week 

Ephesians 4:1 – 16 

 

Key Points 

1. The gift and ministry of the prophet 

2. Learning to live on the edge of culture 

3. Speaking into that culture a word of hope and love 

4. Living the life and promise of the new creation into the present moment 

5. Connecting with the immediate context but from a global perspective 
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Exploration  

Since the birthing of the charismatic movement in the 1960s, prophetic ministry has been back on the 

agenda. However, this prophetic ministry is often seen as a word given to an individual, rather than the 

whole community living prophetically. This week will explore how the Christian community can live in 

this way. 

a) The Gift and Ministry of the Prophet. 

In Ephesians chapter 4, Paul lists out the fundamental leadership gifts:- 

• Apostle  

• Prophet  

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers. 

Over the centuries, whenever these gifts have been explored, it is assumed they were for the individual 

and seen as an individual ministry. However, Paul makes it clear that these gifts are leadership gifts, so 

that the whole Christian Community might display these various missional ministries.   

Paul lists the gifts and concludes they are: - 

‘To equip God’s people for work in his service to the building up of the Body of Christ’ 

• The Apostle is given to constantly enable God’s people to be shaped by a mission heart, and to 

protect the community 

• The Evangelist is given to enable the whole community to live evangelistically – speaking of the 

new kingdom and inviting others into the on-going journey with Christ 

• The Pastor is given to care for the community, particularly those struggling with real needs. 

• The Teacher is given to enable the whole community to engage with God’s word and realise the 

continuing mission journey. 

But what of the prophet – how is the whole Christian Community called to live prophetically? The 

following points are foundational to creating a prophetic community. 

b) Learning to live on the edge of culture 

From the prophetic ministry of the Old Testament it is clear that the prophets lived on the edge of culture 

and were called to speak into that culture the word of God. This is clear from the archetypal ministry of 

Elijah and is reflected again in the prophetic ministries of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. From the opening verses 

of the book of Jeremiah, it is clear that he seeks his identity in God and not the current culture, and Ezekiel 

speaks of the coming disasters and the flight of the Spirit from the Temple. 

In the New Testament it is clear that the Christian Community was called to this prophetic way of living. 

Not shaped by culture, but open to the new way of living being shown by the Spirit. This new way of 

living shared the grace, hope and love of the coming kingdom. 
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The important question for the contemporary Christian Community is how is it called to live prophetically 

today? The following thoughts will explore that calling, but the following is fundamental to shaping such 

thinking: - 

1. Frequently, the individual follower of Jesus, and, indeed, the wider Christian Community is shaped 

by current culture, rather than the values of the Kingdom. For the individual this means choosing 

a particular church because it suits the individual’s needs, rather like choosing a particular 

supermarket,  

2. Christian Communities and Congregations can also be shaped by culture and the demands of the 

membership. Frequently this shows itself in clinging to the past and expressing congregational 

life in a particular way and style, rather than a continuing openness to the Spirit. 

3. This clinging to the past and the shaping of culture means that there is often little or no authentic 

discipleship or concern to engage with the culture in a missional way. 

 

c) Speaking a Word of Hope and Love 

The early Christian communities, as recoded in the Acts of the Apostles, but also after the New Testament 

was completed, were obviously shaped by new attitudes and values, attitudes and values which spoke 

of new ways of thinking, living and being. 

The following should be noted: - 

1. These early Christian Communities lived on the edge of the current culture, but because they did 

so, they were able to speak of and demonstrate the new life which they had discovered in Jesus. 

2. As they did so they were able to offer the gift of God’s grace, a grace which echoed his continuing 

love and hope for humanity, and indeed the whole of creation. 

3. Living on the edge of culture meant they were often reviled and rejected, but there was a 

constancy and determination to continue to live in the way of the Spirit 

4. Many recognised this new way of living and moving from the demands of society lived with and 

in the way of the Christian Community. 

 

d) Living the Promise of the New Creation 

From the outset of scripture, it is clear that the renewing of creation is the mission focus of the Trinity. 

This is echoed in many of the psalms and the prophecies of Isaiah and is echoed in the letters of Paul, 

Romans and Colossians and in the Book of Revelation.       

As has already been suggested, many of the miracles of Jesus, whether the healings, the feeding of the 

5,000 and 4,000 thousand, the stilling of the storm or the huge hauls of fish, all speak of the possibility 

of a new way of living. This way will be a way of wholeness, restoration and abundance. Disease, poverty 

and brokenness will be a thing of the past and God’s Kingdom will be seen and experienced in all its 

fullness. 

However, it is important to ask what this might mean for the Christian community today – is it possible 

to live the life of the new creation into the present moment. 

To live this prophetic lifestyle the following will need to be in place: - 
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1. A recognition that the Spirit gives a foretaste of this new life, which must be lived out in every 

place and every day. 

2. The new creation will not be experienced fully until Christ returns and makes all things new. 

However, the Christian Community is called to live in the light of this new creation, to know the 

power of the Spirit, and to share the new life found in Jesus 

3. A realisation that the Lord still provides in abundance – full measure, pressed down, flowing over. 

4.  All of the above will only be possible if prayer is put at the heart of this way of living. As in the life 

of Jesus, so prayer will shape the missional life of the community. 

As the above are lived out, so the individual disciple and the wider community will live the life of the new 

creation – living prophetically. 

e) A Local and Global Understanding – Incarnational Living  

As already explored, the mission and ministry of Jesus was from eternity, and returned to eternity, but, 

when the word became flesh, Jesus lived out mission and ministry to a particular place and context.  

This needs to shape the thinking of missional communities and the following are important: - 

1. There needs to be a recognition that the wider community, in which each missional community is 

set, will be different, both in its own context but also in the issues being faced. Over many years 

it has been assumed that one programme will fit every situation – this is not the case. 

2. As the missional community commits to a deepening prayer life, so the calling of the Spirit will 

show the way forward in each setting; there needs to be a constant and continuing openness to 

this leading.  

3. This will mean incarnational living – bringing the life of eternity into the present moment in an 

appropriate way for every context. 

4. The other important factor is to bring a global perspective into the local context. For so long, 

global mission and thinking and involvement has been the focus of the enthusiastic few – an 

adjunct on to the life of the congregation. This can no longer be the case. As stated earlier in the 

explorations, the global issues being faced are immense and will inevitably have impact on the 

local – both the individual but also the wider community.  
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Reflections for the Individual 

Take time each day to reflect on the above explorations. As you do so, prayerfully consider: - 

• Am I ready and willing to live the life of the new creation into the present moment –  

to live prophetically? 

• Will I allow the values and ways of the kingdom shape my life, rather than current culture? 

• How do and can I bring hope and love to a broken world? 

• Do I recognise the huge global issues and how they will impact on local life? Am I ready,  

with others, to address these? 

 

 

 

Discussion Material for the Group 

As you share time together, perhaps round a meal, think through the following: - 

• What were the key issues which struck each member of the group? 

• Is there a willingness to live incarnationally – bringing the hope of eternity into the  

present moment? 

• How can a missional community live prophetically? 

• How would such a community address the global issues as they impact the local? 

 

Final question: - 

How might this group as a small missional community live prophetically? 
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Prayer for the Week 

 

There is a time for all things under heaven… 

There is a murmur and mutter of holy unrest 

They’re coming 

So look to the north the east and the west 

They’re coming 

 

Fools now wise in the way of the One 

Captives unchained, once more on the run 

Broken people splinted and cast 

Winners now all prepared to be last 

 

Sick folk nursed and discharged 

Narrow people with lives now enlarged 

Bitterness sweetened and ready to serve 

Unworthy who get more than they deserve 

 

Useless people ready to be used 

The inexcusable being excused 

The unstable stop up and downing 

Depressives learn to start clowning 

 

 

 

 

Sensitive souls soften to others 

Orphans find fathers and mothers 

The outsiders will sit by the fire 

The lazybones now never tire 

 

The tuneless will learn how to sing 

The lame will dance the Highland fling 

The childless will learn how to mother 

The selfish will favour the other 

 

The talentless learn brand new skills, 

Megalomaniacs surrender their wills 

Soldiers lay down the gun 

The miserable start to have fun 

Angry folk fit a long fuse 

Drinkers will give up the booze 

Sinners like me will no longer be 

And the faithless will spiritually see 

 

The becoming of God are flowing together 

For now, is the time 

To gather 

 

Chris Goan - Listing 

 


