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farewell to Ephesus

m o n t h  e i g h t   w e e k  o n e

image for the week

Acts 20:18-38

Paul is on his way to Jerusalem, at Miletus he summons the elders of the
church at Ephesus to come and spend time with him, so that he can say
goodbye in person. Paul so often at the start of his letters looks back over his
time with individuals and churches and that is how he starts here. He
emphasises his commitment to preaching the Good News to them and he
gives them some sound advice – look after those in your care! There is a sense
too of foreboding, Paul knows that he is unlikely to get a warm welcome in
Jerusalem, but he is a fearless man who faces the future head on. The passage
ends with emotional farewells and the mutual affection is obvious.

‘All I want is to finish the race and 
complete the task which the Lord 

Jesus assigned to me, that of bearing 
my testimony to the gospel of God’s 

grace’ 

Acts 20 verse 24

God of our beginnings and our 
endings, 

we thank you for all those who 
have shared and share our lives, 
especially those whose presence 

has blessed us. 
Give us courage and strength to 
move forward into the future.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Amen.
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day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  o n e

‘You know how I lived the whole time I was with you.’ 

Paul's leadership style was to work alongside people to: teach them, show them the way forward
and then to let them have a go. What is your preferred style of leadership

‘They must turn to God in 
repentance and faith’

For Paul, repentance and faith are key in
the Christian journey. In what ways do you
need to repent – i.e. turn back to the way of
Christ? And honestly, how is your faith

today?

‘And now, compelled by the Spirit, 
I am going to Jerusalem, not 

knowing what will happen to me 
there ‘

Paul knew that following Jesus was never
going to be easy. We are not guaranteed
a trouble free life. Jesus is with us
through the difficulties. Do you believe
this?

‘if only I might finish the race.’

Paul is nearing the end of his ministry in
this area and is focused on God’s call
onwards. How easy do you find it to keep
going when things get hard?

‘Guard yourselves and all the 
flock of which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers.

Watch out! the Christian can easily be
distracted from following the way of
Christ. What distracts you from your
following of Jesus Christ?

‘Now I commit you to God and to 
the word of His grace.’

Before his final words of farewell, Paul
commends the leaders to God. Who do
you want to entrust to God today?

‘When he had said this, he knelt 
down with all of them and prayed.’

Unless we say goodbye accepting all the
potential emotion and sadness, we will not
be able to fully embrace the future. Can
you think of a time when you have said
goodbye well?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  o n e

• What has struck you about the week’s readings?
• What is the task assigned to you? How do you bear testimony to the

Gospel of God’s grace?
• Paul warns the leaders about “savage wolves”(verse 29): what might

damage your faith/fellowship?
• Reflect on Paul’s words “Happiness lies more in giving than receiving”

(verse 35) is it easier to give or to receive? And why?

Teach us, Lord,
To serve you as you deserve,

To give and not to count the cost, 
To fight and not to heed the wounds,

To toil and not to seek for rest,
To labour and not to seek for any reward

Save that of knowing that we do your will.

Ignatius of Loyola

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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time in jerusalem

w e e k  t w o

image for the week

Acts 21 v1-26

The action increases as Paul continues his journey to Jerusalem. The Christian
communities along the way provide welcome and hospitality to the travellers.
Once again Paul is warned, this time in a dramatic visual image, about the
dangers which lie ahead. But Paul is not to be deflected from what he believes
is God’s path for him, and finally he arrives in Jerusalem. He gives an account to
James the leader of the church there, of all that God had done through Paul
and his companions. Everyone is delighted and praises God, but there is a sting
in the tail.

‘The Lord’s will be done’ 

Acts 21 verse 14

I do not know, O God,
What is there in store for me.
Only let me have your grace

To live with blessing.

Prayer of a Tamil awaiting repatriation 
to India
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After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea.  

These few verses belie the energy and difficulty of travelling even short distances in those days. How

you far would you travel to spread the gospel? Reflect on the reasons for your answer.

We greeted the brothers and 
stayed with them for a day  

Wherever Paul went he found a Christian
community ready to welcome him. How
might you be more hospitable in
welcoming both friend and stranger?

After we had been there a number 
of days, a prophet named Agabus 

came down from Judea  

When words fail, sometimes an image can
speak. Agabus warns Paul of the dangers
which lie ahead. Everyone is fearful, but
Paul is fearless and challenging. Are you a

fearful or fearless person?

When we arrived at Jerusalem the 
brothers received us warmly. 

James and the people are encouraged by
what God has done through Paul. Give
thanks for all that God is able to do
through you.

They have been informed that 
you teach all the Jews who live 

among the Gentiles to turn away 
from Moses

Fake news is not just an issue for today.
Here rumours are used as a weapon
against Paul. How do you discern the

truth in what you hear?

Then everybody will know there is 
no truth in these reports

The leaders are anxious for Paul to assert
his own credentials to discredit the
rumours and they come up with a plan. Is
this a canny or an expedient response?

As for the Gentiles believers we 
have written to them our decision

Paul agrees to the compromise, this is not
a sign of weakness, but a sign of strength.
Can you think of when it is right to

compromise over matters of faith?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t w o

• What has struck you about the week’s readings?
• Paul was welcomed by the local Christian Communities wherever he went.

Is your Christian community welcoming? How might a/your church be more
welcoming?

• Who are the prophetic voices today, both inside and outside of the church?
How might we heed warnings of climate change, obesity epidemics etc..?
These may appear secular concerns, but are spiritual issues too.

• Can you think of times when you have had to compromise to find a way
forward? Was it hard or easy to do?

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you call us to follow you and to listen for your voice 

in the midst of a troubled and noisy world.  
Give us the grace to be hospitable, 

courage to face the challenges of our times, 
wisdom to discern your truth 

and the humility to change our minds.  
We ask this in the power of the Spirit.  

Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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journey to Rome

w e e k  t h r e e

image for the week

Acts 21 v27-40

Paul shows enormous courage as he faces his accusers. The atmosphere is
electric, the crowds in Jerusalem for the festival are whipped up into a frenzy
by the leaders. Paul is accused of letting Gentiles (non Jews) into parts of the
Temple courts which were forbidden to them, and so defiling the Jewish Law.
The Roman authorities were always anxious when the crowds were large and
were ready to stamp out any disorder swiftly and ruthlessly. Paul is saved
from the mob by the soldiers and Roman Commandant.

The whole city was in turmoil and 
the people came running from all 
directions, they seized Paul and 

dragged him out of the Temple and 
at once the doors were shut. 

Acts 21 verse 30

The Lord is my light and salvation;
whom then shall I fear?

The Lord is the strength of my life;
Of whom then shall I be afraid.

Psalm 27 v1
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They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him 

Gentiles were only allowed in the outer precincts of the Temple. The accusers make their point in a
way designed to stir up the crowds. Words have power, how might you use your words wisely
today?

The whole city was aroused… 
seizing Paul, they dragged  him 

from the temple. 

Paul is seized and dragged out of the
Temple. How easy it is for hatred to be
stirred up by a mob. Remember those who
today are at the mercy of a mob.

When the rioters saw the 
commander and his soldiers, they 

stopped beating Paul.  

Peace is restored as the crowd feared the
Romans, who were known for their swift
and harsh response to any disturbances.
Do you fear or respect law enforcement
agencies?

The commander came up and 
arrested him

The prophecies are coming true, Paul and
Agabus had foreseen his arrest. From the
beginning the Christian faith has stirred up
violent opposition, why might this be?

The violence of the mob was so 
great he had to carried by the 

soldiers.   

The Commander realises that he needs to
get Paul away from the mob, the soldiers
carry him to safety. Give thanks for all

who protect the innocent.

‘May I say something to you?’

A conversation between Paul and the
Commander results in Paul being allowed
to address the crowds. How do you
respond in hostile situations at home, at
work etc…?

When they were all silent , he 
said to them...

You can sense the tension and when the
crowd is quiet, hear a pin drop. What will
Paul say? Would you be brave enough to
do this?
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prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t h r e e

• What has struck you about this week’s readings?
• Paul is accused of defiling the Temple by allowing non Jews into parts of it.

How do you feel about your holy space? What/who do you think could
defile it?

• Have you ever been part of a large crowd when the mood turned nasty?
How did you feel?

• Pray for those who are victims of violence today. Who are the focus of
mob hatred in today’s world?

• What might/should the Christian community do to help such folk, both
here and abroad?

Lord Jesus prince of peace, 
whose will is that all should live without fear,

we pray for all who are victims of violence today: 
those who are targets of hate crimes,

those convicted on false evidence,
for all who perpetrate and incite such violence

and who spread rumour and lies.
As we challenge injustice and untruth

may we do so with courage and without aggression.

We make this prayer in the name of Christ.
Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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paul’s defence

w e e k f o u r

image for the week

Acts 22 v1-29

Paul is very clever, he doesn’t argue with the mob, but tries to identify with
them by speaking of his Jewish credentials from personal experience. Initially
he is at one with the crowd, but when he talks of how God called him to work
with non Jews, and how he allowed them to dispense with aspects of Jewish
law, then the crowd wanted to kill him.

The Roman Authorities wishing to prevent a riot, arrest Paul and take him
away. About to flog him to find out why the crowd is so against him, the
soldier discovers that Paul is a Roman citizen and can not be flogged.

“What shall I do Lord?... You will be 
told all that you are appointed to 

do” 

Acts 22 verse 10

God, grant me the serenity to
accept the things I cannot change;
The courage to change the things I 

can;
And the wisdom to know the 

difference.
The Serenity Prayer:

Reinhold Niebuhr 1892-1971
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‘Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers’ 

Paul is keen to set the record straight and speak of his faith. He starts with his Jewish credentials.
If you were asked to speak of your faith, what are your credentials?

‘I persecuted the followers of this 
Way.’  

Paul had persecuted followers of the
Christian faith and he admits this to the
crowd. Millions of Christians are persecuted
today for their faith. Would there be
enough evidence to persecute you?

‘About noon as I came near 
Damascus, suddenly a bright light 
from heaven flashed around me.’ 

It takes guts to publically change your
mind, Paul was humble enough to do so.
How easy do you find it to change your
mind?

‘A man named Ananias came to see 
me.’

Ananias would have known about Paul
persecuting the Christians and yet he
listens to God and greets this new convert.
How would you have felt about greeting

Paul given his record?

‘“Quick” he said to me, “leave 
Jerusalem immediately.”’

Paul continues his story and tells the
crowd how God had called him to work
among the Gentiles. Who is God calling
you to work amongst today?

Then they raised their voices and 
shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He 

is not fit to live.”’  

Paul has incited the mob once again: the
Commander intervenes and wants to
examine Paul under the lash. Pray for
those who are beaten and tortured today.

“This man is a Roman Citizen”

Oh dear, it is a serious crime for a Roman
Citizen to be lashed, so Paul escapes.
Remember those whose jobs give them
control over the lives of others.



for the group
as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  f o u r

• What has struck you about the week’s readings?
• Reflect on your own journey of faith, who and what have been the key

moments and people, share these with each other.
• Can you recall moments of insight, “the blinding flash of light”, when

something became clear, you changed your views and grew in your faith?
• God called Paul to work with Gentiles, those outside the Jewish tradition.

Who are the outsiders today whom God calls us to work amongst?
• Paul readily abandoned himself to God’s will, can you pray the prayer

below without reserve and with boundless confidence?

Father,
I abandon myself into your hands;

To do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, I thank you:

I am ready for all, I accept all.
Let only your will be done in me,

and in all your creatures –
I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands I commend my soul:
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart,

for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself,
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve, 

and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father.

Br Charles de Foucauld, 
a French RC priest and monk who was assassinated in 1916.
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