m o n t h

t e n

w e e k

agrippa and festus

o n e

Acts 25:13-27

thought for the week
What appears to be a straightforward piece of narrative, explaining the
background to Paul’s eventual journey to Rome, is in fact a fascinating piece of
political prose. Luke was presumably not a witness of the conversations
recorded here, so what we see is an interpretation of the back story explaining
how Agrippa, the Roman appointed puppet governor of the region of Galilee
pays a courtesy visit to another governor in Caesarea who just happens to be
his brother-in- law. This is a very political story of people covering themselves
and wanting to justify their actions. The story is further set in the political
context of the early Church fearing Roman persecution and wanting to cast
their political overlords as accountable to legal due process. Politics as the
interchange of power and responsibility is impossible to avoid. Jesus was killed
on a Roman cross for political insurrection, rather than dying at the hands of
the religious authorities. Countless followers of Jesus throughout history and
still today, find themselves entangled in political dramas and just like Paul, they
are often the victims of worldly, political processes.

verse for the week
‘I would like to hear this myself’
Acts 25 verse 22

image for the week

prayer for the week
Lord Jesus.
We often find ourselves caught in
the midst of powerful processes
that we cannot fathom or control.
Grant us the ability to capture a
sense of hope in the midst of
apparent powerlessness;
vision where there is confusion
and despair;
and the strength to endure where
there is misunderstanding and
victimisation.
Amen.

w e e k

o n e

reflection for each day
day one
‘When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews brought
charges against him and asked that he be condemned.’
When have you felt condemned or judged by others? Ask for the strength to endure and to forgive.

day two
‘before they have faced their
accusers and have had an
opportunity to defend themselves
against the charges’
The desire to defend ourselves is very
powerful and understandable. Pray for
wisdom to know how to respond when
you feel under attack.

day three
‘they had some points of dispute
with him about their own religion
and about a dead man named Jesus
whom Paul claimed was alive.’
When have you found yourselff under attack
because of your faith in Jesus? Pray for all
those believers who suffer because of their
faith in Jesus throughout the world today.

day four
‘I was at a loss how to investigate
such matters’
We can often assume that those who
exercise power are always in control of the
processes they inhabit. Pray for our political
leaders, that they might be granted
wisdom, humility and compassion.

day five
‘Tomorrow you will hear him’
In a culture obsessed with the immediate
and instant, what can we learn about
waiting from scripture?

day six
‘I found he had done nothing
deserving of death’
Christian mission can arise from the pursuit
of justice on behalf of others or in the face
of struggling with injustice ourselves. How
do you understand the idea of injustice at
work in the world around you?

day seven
‘I think it is unreasonable to send
a prisoner on to Rome without
specifying the charges against
him.’
We can often get angry about the impact
of injustice upon peoples lives. What
makes you angry about injustice in the
world today? Bring that anger to God.

w e e k

o n e

for the group
as you gather…
•

•

•

Jesus’ words from Matthew 10:18 about being brought before political
authorities to bear witness to him, were now becoming true. We are not
promised to be spared from such trials, but rather given the resources to
cope and the words to say (Matthew 10.19). Have you ever found yourself
in a challenging situation where the resources to cope were provided? How
can the love of Jesus speak to those who oppose us?
Sometimes our faith in Jesus can appear ridiculous or at least puzzling to
other people. Paul is invited to explain himself (verse 23). What should an
explanation of our faith look like? Have you ever found yourself put on the
spot to give an account of your faith? What did it feel like? In what way did
you receive the resources to help?
Paul is frequently given the opportunity to tell his faith story. What is your
faith story? Try telling that story to other members of the group. Try telling
that story for no more than 3 minutes or write it down in no more than 200
words.

prayer for the group
Lord God
When all we see are the problems we face
Help us to discover the opportunities that lie within
When we have more questions than answers
Help us to respond in faith and not in fear
Where we are crippled by doubt and indecision
Shine your light into our lives and illuminate our thinking
Where we struggle to see the path ahead
Help us to learn to follow one step at a time
When we feel weary and discouraged
Remind us of your call to follow
When we fear what the future might hold
Help us to trust in your love.
Amen.
continue the conversation

here

w e e k

paul’s defence

t w o

Acts 26:1-23

thought for the week
In a culture that is constantly looking to deconstruct the personal credibility
of our leaders by finding inconsistencies and changed narratives, we see Paul
embracing the fact that he is changed man. John Henry Newman, who
converted to the Roman Catholic faith is credited with saying: “To live is to
change, and to be perfect is to have changed often.” Paul embraces the
opportunity to both state his Jewish scholarly credentials (verse 5) and the
circumstances that brought about such a change in his life (verses 15-18).
Although Paul has changed, he is careful to state that he is being obedient to
the unfolding narrative of God’s missional plan (verses 7, 12 & 22). God’s
character does not change, yet God is always on the move, constantly
reaching out to embrace humanity in the promise of a renewed creation and
a better tomorrow. Continuity and change are key Christian themes – we look
to the changeless character of God as our true north by which to navigate our
path through a constantly changing missional landscape.

verse for the week
I have appeared to you to appoint
you as a servant and as a witness
of what you have seen and will see
of me.
Acts 25 verse 16

image for the week

prayer for the week
Leave me alone with God as much
as may be,
As the tide draws the waters close
in upon the shore,
Make me an island, set apart,
Alone with you, God, Holy to you.
Then with the turning of the tide,
Prepare me to carry your presence
To the busy world beyond
The world that rushes in on me
Till the waters come again
And fold me back to you.
St Aiden’s Prayer
(reflection upon Lindisfarne)

w e e k

t w o

reflection for each day
day one
The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child
Paul’s defence is rooted in a change of mind, rather than a denial of who he is. We can disagree
without resorting to ridicule, intolerance or racism. This is at the heart of much of our debate about
religious identity and political action today. How do we oppose ideas without cause to hatred?

day two
And now it is because of my hope in
what God has promised our
ancestors that I am on trial today
Paul unfolding purposes are not frozen in
time. The Holy Spirit is constantly at work,
reaching out to heal, embrace and convict.
How can we change whilst remaining
faithful to what we have received?

day three

day five
‘“Who are you, Lord?”’
Paul thought that he knew about Jesus,
but he didn’t. His question is one of the
simplest, yet most profound, anyone can
ever ask. ASK Jesus now to show you
more of Himself – His character and His
purpose for your life.

day six

‘I too was convinced that I ought to
do all that was possible to oppose
the name of Jesus of Nazareth.’

‘First to those in Damascus, then to
those in Jerusalem and in all Judea,
and then to the Gentiles’

Paul was under no illusions as to his former
life. He repeatedly reminds his hearers
about his past (Acts 22:4; 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13,
23). Look back on your own life and thank
God for His transforming work in you.

Paul’s sending starts locally and then
spreads ever further afield (see: Acts 1.8).
Where is your local and where is your
distant place that Jesus is sending you to?

day four
‘I saw a light from heaven’
Not many of us have such a life changing
experience as Paul. What was it about
Jesus that first caught your attention?
Reflect upon that experience and ask God
to renew your vision of the risen Christ.

day seven
‘That is why some Jews seized me
in the temple courts and tried to
kill me.’
Suffering and struggle are part of the
experience of following Jesus into the
world. How does struggle, threat or
suffering show itself in your experience?

w e e k

t w o

for the group
as you gather…
•

•
•

Telling the faith story is a constant theme in scripture. In the Old
Testament, the community of faith reminded themselves about how they
got to where they were (Deuteronomy 26:5-9; Joshua 2.10; Judges 11:16). In
the New Testament, the key faith story is the death and resurrection of
Jesus. How does the story of Jesus connect with your own faith story?
What do you find easiest to share – the story of Jesus or your own faith
story? Reflect upon how you might connect those two stories.
Paul’s sense of calling connects directly with his personal encounter with
Jesus (verses 15-16). When you encounter the living Jesus, what sense of
calling or commission emerges?
Paul’s passion and zeal for persecuting the Church is channelled into a
different direction to take the good news of Jesus to the Gentiles. What
role do our own personalities, interests and passions have in determining
how we might serve Jesus? What are the passions of your group and how
might these be channelled into serving Jesus and making his name
known?

prayer for the group
Lord God of the Universe
Touch our eyes that we might see you,
Touch our lips that we might praise you,
Touch our hearts that we might love you,
Touch our minds that we might know you,
Touch our lives that we might glorify you,
And send us out to do your will.
Amen.
adapted - David Adam

continue the conversation
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w e e k

t h r e e

the journey to Rome

Acts 26:24-27:5

thought for the week
Paul looks for a point of reference and shared understanding with his captors
(verse 27). Knowing that Festus had a Jewish background, he attempts to
mount his defence by referring to prophets of the Old Testament. However,
this noble attempt is rebuffed (verse 28) and Festus dismisses the trial, deciding
to refer the matter to Rome instead.
At this point the tone of the narrative changes as Luke himself becomes part of
the shared story (chapter 27). Here begins, Paul’s journeys with Luke – a
perilous series of sea voyages that will threaten his life and take various
unexpected twists and turns before delivering him to Rome via Malta. In all
these events, is the unseen hand of God’s Holy Spirit, guiding and shaping
apparently random events in order to spread the word of Jesus even further.

verse for the week
‘This mand could have been set
free, if he had not appealed to
Caesar.’
Acts 26 verse 32

image for the week

prayer for the week
Help me to journey beyond the
familiar and into the unknown.
Give me the faith to leave old ways
and break fresh ground with You.
Christ of the mysteries,
I trust You
to be stronger than each storm
within me.
I will trust in the darkness and
know
that my times, even now,
are in Your hand.
Tune my spirit to the music of
heaven,
and somehow, make my
obedience count for You.
Prayer of St Brendan the
Navigator

w e e k

t h r e e

reflection for each day
day one
‘You are out of your mind, Paul!’ he shouted. ‘Your great learning is driving you insane.’
Being accused of losing the plot and talking nonsense is a common experience for many followers of
Jesus. Sometimes our points of reference and values are so counter-cultural that they can be
ridiculed and derided. Have you ever been similarly accused? If so, then how did you respond?

day two
‘What I am saying is true and
reasonable.’
Our faith is shaped by reason as well as
revelation. Paul shows us an example of
rational argument to make the case for
Jesus. He is always prepared to use debate
and dialogue to speak words of faith to
those who don’t believe. What does this
tell you about sharing your own faith?

day three

day five
‘I pray to God that not only you
but all who are listening to me
today may become what I am,
except for these chains.’
Paul never loses sight of his goal. His focus
remains clear and unmoved. What does
this tell you about your own focus and
vision?

day six

‘King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? I know you do.’

‘This man is not doing anything that
deserves death or imprisonment.’

Paul always tries to develop his arguments
about Jesus based upon peoples existing
understanding. He seeks to make
connections without talking down to others
or criticising their own point of view. What
can you learn from Paul’s approach?

Paul shares the same verdict at his trial as
Jesus. His life is offered up freely and
sacrificially in the service of Christ.
Sometimes serving Jesus means suffering
injustice and sharing in his life as well as in
his words.

day four
‘Do you think that in such a short
time you can persuade me to be a
Christian?’
Ultimately the power of persuasion rests
with the work of God’s Holy Spirit. Carefully
crafted reason alone cannot move another
person’s heart towards faith in Jesus. Pray
for the power of God to work instead.

day seven
we put out to sea
The journey of following Jesus is often an
uncertain and adventurous one. How does
the idea of setting out on an unclear
voyage resonate with your experience of
following Jesus into the world?

w e e k

t h r e e

for the group
as you gather…
•

•
•
•

We can become paralysed by accusation and ridicule (verse 24) or just the
worry about appearing odd or out-0f-step with the world around us. Do
you worry about what people will say and think about you? What should
our response be?
Sometimes, the arc of the gospel’s impact in someone’s life can be short
and sometimes it can take much longer for people to decide to follow
Jesus (verse 29). Share examples and stories of both. What does this tell us?
Paul’s trial comes to an untimely end and he is passed on to the Roman
authorities. How was God’s providential hand seen in all of this?
Luke describes in some detail the voyage that he and Paul took (chapter
27:1-5) . LOOK into the life of St Brendan the Navigator. From what you
discover, how does the idea of an outer physical journey connects with that
of an inner spiritual journey?

prayer for the group
I set my little ship to sea
Let thine eye Lord be over me
My little craft upon the brine
Keep me Lord for I am thine
This day dear Lord with me go
If life ebb or if it flow
This day dear Lord be with me
On firm ground or all at sea
God ahead, God behind
God be on the path I wind
God above, God below
God be everywhere I go
God in the steep
God in the shade
Come to my aid
continue the conversation

here

On ocean deep
Keep me Saviour keep
As I go over land
Give me thy hand
When troubles come nigh
Protect with thine eye
From all that I dread
Lord may I be led
Lord the sea is so large
And my boat is so small

Prayer of the Breton fishermen

w e e k

f o u r

a shipwreck is predicted

Acts 27:6-26

thought for the week
Luke gives a lot of detail about this part of the journey. It must have been such
a terrifying ordeal that all the events were etched deeply in his memory.
Although much of the recorded details are technical there is another narrative
unfolding alongside which involves the grace and provision of God to deliver
not only Paul and Luke but also and all their travelling companions (verse 22).
There are three significant character groups in this story, each representing a
different interest or power. The crew, presumably led by the pilot and owner
(verse 11) under the overall authority of the Centurion representing the
technical, empirical wisdom of the world. The Centurion himself, representing
the over-arching political power of Rome and Paul and Luke, the apparently
ignorant and powerless victims of circumstances, yet equipped with endless
spiritual authority and insight (verse 23).

verse for the week
Keep up your courage, because
not one of you will be lost.
Acts 27 verse 22

image for the week

prayer for the week
The Lord be with your going
Bless you in your coming
The Presence be with your travels
Bless the road as it unravels
God go with thee on the road
Go thou out in the power of God
God go with thee on the way
God protect thee from the fray
God keep thy body and thy soul
God watch thee as the years roll

w e e k

f o u r

reflection for each day
day one
There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy and put us on board
There is a contrast between the apparently straightforward plans that are made and the
overwhelming circumstances that can suddenly take over. Reflect upon you own experience of
making plans only for them to take an unexpected turn. Where was God in such an instance?

day two
We made slow headway for many
days
Sometimes progress towards a particular
destination can be frustratingly slow. We
often discover that we live in a 70mph
world with a 30mph God. Pray for patience
and endurance where progress appears
slow.

day three
‘I can see that our voyage is going
to be disastrous and bring great
loss to ship and cargo, and to our
own lives also.’
Paul has an uncomfortable message of
warning. How can we know when it is right
to push on and when it is right to heed a
warning and hold back?

day four
the centurion, instead of listening
to what Paul said, followed the
advice of the pilot and of the
owner of the ship.
What does this tell us about the wisdom of
the world and walking by faith?

day five
Before very long, a wind of
hurricane force, …swept down
from the island
The storms of life can appear from nowhere
and despite our best efforts to steer a true
course and cope, can push us against the
rocks. Pray for someone you know going
through such an experience at the moment.

day six
‘But now I urge you to keep up
your courage’
We are not always promised an escape
route out of our troubles, but rather the
courage and faith to help us work through
them. Pray for the courage to endure your
own storms of life.

day seven
‘Nevertheless, we must run
aground on some island.’
God’s pathway through our troubles can
still involve a bumpy landing. What do you
learn about God’s provision and protection
from this story.

w e e k

f o u r

for the group
as you gather…
•

•

•
•

Look at the main characters in this story: The crew, trying hard to cope in their
own strength; the Centurion, thinking that he is in control and giving advice to
the crew; Paul and Luke, the prisoner and his travelling companion. Who is in
control in this story? What would each character have learnt from the
experience?
There are lots of details about trying to plot a particular course (verses 7-12)
only for circumstances to take an unexpected turn (verse 15). What does this
tell us about the plans we often make? What lessons can we draw from the
experience of Paul, that he would indeed arrive in Rome, yet by another route
(verse 24)?
How do we respond to advice (verse 21)? When it is good to listen to others
and when it is good to press on regardless? How can we recognise the urging
or guidance of Jesus in the advice of others?
Often we are urged to not be afraid (verse 24). What does fear produce? Is
fear the opposite of faith or an aspect of faith? What should we fear and what
shouldn’t we fear?

prayer for the group
In the Father’s power
In the Son’s power
In the Spirit’s power
Be this hour

In the Father’s power
In the Son’s power
In the Spirit’s power
Be this hour

Father be my friend
Jesus be my friend
Spirit be my friend
To the journey’s end

The Father who created me
With thine eye watch me
Saviour who redeemed me
With thine eye look on me
Spirit who strengthens me
With thine eye regard me
The eyeing of the Three
For my saving be.

Father be my guard
Jesus be my guard
Spirit be my guard
When the way is hard
continue the conversation
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