
thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

crossing boundaries

m o n t h  t h r e e    w e e k  o n e

image for the week

Acts 8: 1-24 

This chapter begins by explaining: ‘from that day on a great persecution of the

church in Jerusalem began.’ As Jesus is announced as King, Messiah and Lord

(Acts 1-12) there are inevitable clashes with the present authorities of the

Herodian dynasty and the Temple religious leaders! A significant paradigm shift

takes place in the first 12 chapters of Acts. Even though King David is prevented

from building the temple, his association with the Temple foreshadows that of

Jesus, the Messiah. Ezekiel points to the day when God’s dwelling place would

be amongst the ‘community of God’s people’ (Ezekiel 37:27) pointing towards a

shift away from Jerusalem’s temple to Jesus and his church being the

alternative temple (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). This now is the place where heaven and

earth overlap. As the early church begins to embrace these realities there is

conflict with those who didn’t recognise Jesus as Messiah-King (Matt 5:17-20)

and those who oppose the work of Jesus.

Although the believers were 
scattered by persecution, they 

preached the wonderful news of the 
word of God wherever they went.

Acts 8 verse 4

Lord, you give yourself for me:

May I give myself to you.

You give me life,

you give me love,

you give me yourself;

may I give my life,

my love,  myself to you.

In the power of your cross, 

deliver me from all evil 

and lead me into life and peace, 

O Christ, who died and rose for us 

and lives forever and ever.  

Amen.



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  o n e

Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.

Bereavement is a painful journey. Is there anyone who is no longer with you yet helped to shape
goodness in your life? Take time to recall and give thanks to God for their influence upon your life.

When the crowds heard Philip and 

saw the miraculous signs he did, 

they all paid close attention to what 

he said.

Like Jesus, Philip’s teaching was

accompanied with signs and wonders. Is this

as necessary today? Has the church lost its

power? What has your experience been?

So there was great joy in that city

The kingdom of God was breaking in

creating and radical change within the city.

What is the spiritual atmosphere of your

neighbourhood? Imagine God’s joyous

kingdom breaking in - what changes could

you foresee?

‘This man is the divine power known 

as the Great Power’.  They followed 

him because he had amazed them for 

a long time with his magic.’

Consider the superiority of God’s power. How

easy it is to be fooled by these alternatives?

When they arrived, they prayed 

for them that they might receive 

the Holy Spirit. 

This gift is for all who truly believe and

follow the Lord Jesus. Have you received

this gift? What is your experience of the

Spirit working in your life? How is He

making himself known to you?

When Simon saw that the Spirit 

was given at the laying on of 

hands, he offered them money and 

said, ‘Give me also this ability.’

Even though Simon had believed and was
baptised, he had to learn a new way of
living. What heart changes do you think he
had to make as a new disciple of Jesus?

‘Then Simon answered, ‘Pray to the 

Lord for me so that nothing you 

have said may happen to me.’

Simon was on the steep journey of
discipleship yet he remained open to
challenge and change. What inner conflicts
and challenges are you facing?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  o n e

• In a society open to various types of spiritualty does it matter where we

draw the line? Is it fine to “pick ‘n mix” with what’s on offer? What would

the apostles have to say?

• Reflect and discuss the verse for the week (Acts 8:4). These Christians

despite great persecution didn’t hide away – are there lessons here for the

western church?

• How, if needs be, can we step up?

• Discuss Simon the Sorcerer – what did you learn about him and his journey?

• Did anything challenge you personally?

Open our hearts to the men and women sitting behind bars

because they voiced their faith in you.

Raise our consciousness level to the cry of those in need

simply because they bear the name Christian.

Cause us to respond to the youth whose education is denied

because they dare to name your Name.

Faithful God, make us aware of those

for whom at great cost, and greater peril,

quietly call themselves your disciples

in a world where being a Christian means persecution.

We hold them in your Light….. Amen
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good  news – out to Africa

w e e k  t w o

image for the week

Acts 8: 25 - 40 

God’s salvation plan unfolds towards all peoples and nations, even though it came

through persecution. At Pentecost many travellers (Acts 2:9-11) also believed that

Jesus was both ‘Lord and Christ’. They would return home with the news. Notice

now how Philip is used to reach out to other Jews on the periphery. First Samaria, a

place despised by Jews, because of its historic association with the ten tribes of Israel

who rejected David’s successor, Rehoboam and became apostates (1 Kings 12:16). The

Samaritans were regarded as having compromised their ethnicity and beliefs (2Kings

17:25-26). But God is mercifully drawing all his people back. Opportunity is then made

possible for the good news to spread to Africa when the Eunuch receives revelation,

gets baptised and goes on his way rejoicing. Finally, Philip finds himself in Azotus, a

Philistine city, before preaching his way up the coast to Caesarea.

We are witnessing the reclamation of God’s own people, even the outcast who
carried sinister history and baggage is drawn in. Consider God’s mercy and grace as
you journey through this week.

‘Sir, do you understand what you 

are reading?’  The man answered, 
‘How could I possibly make sense of 
this without someone explaining it 

to me?’
Acts 8 verses 30-31

Father I hear the cries of the cloud of 

witnesses from on high. 

They cheer and dare me to go on 

into the unknown.

I am challenged to go beyond all the 

familiar places of my present 

relationship with you.

I know they are right.

I know there is more. 

There must be more! 

Open my eyes that I may see 

and expand my heart that I may 

receive.  

Amen.
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Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south…”  So he started out, and on 

his way met an Ethiopian eunuch.’  

Philip was in the middle of a revival yet when God directed him away from all he was busily involved

in, he immediately headed to the desert road, without question. Could there be a “busyness” God is

calling you to leave behind?

‘Do you understand what you are 

reading?’ Philip asked. 

Consider how Philip’s perceptive question
sensitively engaged the eunuch. Ask God
to not only give you opportunities but also
a similar wisdom as you encounter people
in your daily living.

So he invited Philip to come up and 

sit with him.

Philip was walking alongside but then

comes the invitation to sit with the eunuch.

Notice openness and receptivity. What

individuals are you walking alongside? Pray

for opportunities to ‘sit’ and share more!

‘He was led like a sheep to the 

slaughter…he did not open his 

mouth.’

What was Christ’s silence all about? Are

there moments we should remain silent? If

so, when?

‘In his humiliation he was deprived 

of justice’. 

There are numerous organisations seeking

to bring hope to individuals who find

themselves in a similar place. Prayerfully

consider their work. Could you actively

support such an organisation?

Then Philip began with that very 

passage of scripture. 

Notice how Philip started from where the

eunuch was - is there a lesson to be learnt

here?

…the eunuch did not see [Philip] 

again, but went on his way 

rejoicing.

Recall any personal encounters you have

had with Jesus – how did it change you?

Have you seen ‘fruit’ from them? Is there a

word you need to act on or live out?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t w o

Being a Christian will mean an acceptance of the battlefield and learning to
participate in the mystery of death and resurrection, both within our interior
and exterior world. (Matt.5:11; 1 Peter 4:12-14).
• What has most challenged you this week?
• What were the things that touched you most about Philip and the eunuchs

encounter?
• Share any ‘divine encounter’ moments you have had i.e. incidents where

you know it’s not just a coincidence! What was their impact?
• As a group take some time to sit in silence. In the quietness meditate on

verses 32-33 (Taken from Isaiah 53:7-8)

Wild Spirit of the living God,

make me cool waters

in someone else’s parched land;

a sheltered place for the fallen

a haven for the wounded;

a highway for the wanderer;

a still place for the fugitive

a home for the weary;

a strong place for the feeble

and a hill for the ones 

who want to see further.

Wild Spirit of the living God,

give me a listening heart

instead of an informed mind

so that I meet someone else’s need

rather than my own,

through Jesus Christ my Lord;

Amen.
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verse for the week prayer for the week

an amazing conversation and courage 

w e e k  t h r e e

image for the week

Acts 9:1-31 

First century Jewish understanding of the resurrection was not life after death but

rather the great moment when God would transform everything and bring about his

kingdom on earth. The Pharisees were angry because early Christians believed that this

had now been inaugurated, and not through them but through Jesus and his followers.

Saul, keen about defending his traditions (Phil.4:3-6), now finds himself blind, lying

helpless on a dusty road, then has his name changed to Paul. Such an undoing! Søren

Kierkegaard once said, ‘God creates everything out of nothing. And everything which

God is to use, he first reduces to nothing.’ Paul was to encounter the resurrection but

first he had to die to his ego-self. Joni Erickson Tada (a quadriplegic) said ‘When

suffering forces us to our knees at the foot of Calvary, we die to self. We cannot kneel

there for long without releasing our pride and anger, unclasping our dreams and

desires… In exchange, God imparts power and implants new and lasting hope.’ Our

journey is to believe that God is at work in our dark moments, and as we surrender to

the one who is love, love will come with resurrection power (Ephesians 3:16-21).

Saul’s power increased greatly as he 

became more and more proficient in 
proving that Jesus was the anointed 

Messiah. 

Acts 9 verse 22

Father, I abandon myself into your hands;                 

do with me what you will.

Whatever you may do, I thank you:

I am ready for all, I accept all.

Let only your will be done in me, and in all 

your creatures.

I wish no more than this, O Lord.

---------++++---------

Into your hands I commend my soul;

I offer it to you  with all the love of my 

heart, for I love you, Lord,

and so need to give myself,

to surrender myself into your hands,

without reserve, and with boundless 

confidence, for you are my Father.
Charles de Foucald b.1858 d.1916  (he was murdered by a 

band of rebellious, anti-French tribesmen.)
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He fell to the ground and heard a voice say, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’

The lion becomes a lamb. This violent, salivating, angry man encounters the risen Christ; he’s not

crushed but rather is asked a question. Pause; contemplate God’s wisdom and grace!

‘I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting…’

We are part of the vine (John 15:5), hidden

in Christ (Colossians.3.3); as such Jesus is

not observing our suffering from a

distance: he’s somehow at the centre,

suffering with us and for us.

For three days he was blind, and 

did not eat or drink anything. 

Jonah also found himself waiting three

days (Jonah 1:17). In a frenzied, rushing

world what does the discipline of waiting

have to offer?

‘I have chosen this man to be my 

special messenger.  He will be brought 

before kings, before many nations, 

and before the Jewish people to give 

them the revelation of who I am.’

God picked Saul as a choice fruit, as a vessel of

desire. Are you able to see those you struggle

with through different eyes?

‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus…has 

sent me so that you may see again 

and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’

How would you have reacted to visiting

Saul, the man who had come to torture

and victimise you and your friends?

Ananias went, and then greeted him as a

‘brother’. Reflect upon this story.

Yet Saul grew more and more 

powerful and baffled the Jews…by 

proving that Jesus is the Christ. 

Saul learns to use the charisms (spiritual

gifts) he received. What gifts have you been

given and how have they developed?

The church throughout Judea, 

Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time 

of peace…strengthened; and 

encouraged by the Holy Spirit

Nature confirms that rhythm is essential. In

rest and waiting transformation often

happens. What five things were happening

in the church of Judea, Galilee and Samaria?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t h r e e

• Jesus, who is ‘The Way’, had to die before his resurrection; Paul is confronted
and has to ‘die’ before he can enter his resurrection ministry and life in
Christ; what is your story of exchange? Is there more business to be done?

• Share with each other the one thing that struck you most from this passage?
• How do you think God saw Saul before his conversion? How might we

challenge ourselves about how we judge others?
• What have you discovered about God’s grace?
• Where have you had opportunities to exercise courage? Share with the

group.
• How, as both a group and individually, might you establish a deeper rhythm

that includes periods of rest and waiting?

Father God,

You warned us through your Son that those who follow Him may be oppressed 

and abused because of their faith. 

Would you comfort and give courage to those who are imprisoned, 

and face physical harm and intimidation at the hands of their oppressors.

Welcome into your embrace those who have given their lives in the fight for 

freedom to openly share and live out their faith.

We also pray for those who persecute your church, 

may their spirits be touched by the incredible faith of those they attack and 

their hearts become open to your love and forgiveness.  

Amen.
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a new depth and healing

w e e k  f o u r

image for the week

Acts 9:32-43 

After the persecution the church enters a time of peace but continues to be

empowered and encouraged by the Holy Spirit. Peter’s task was leadership and

helping God’s people Israel to understand that Jesus is their true Messiah.

(Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:14-42). He is travelling amongst the coastal communities of

Judea; the place where Philip had been taken by the Spirit (Acts 8: 39-40), so it’s

not surprising Peter meets some holy, dedicated saints there.

Two healings provoke greater spiritual transformation in the area yet Peter is

emphatic that it is Jesus Christ alone who has brought healing (v34). The

ministry of the Holy Spirit is expressed through healing and deliverance – such

events are seen as the common expression of the gospel’s power.

‘Tabitha …. lived her life doing kind 
things for others and serving the 

poor.

Acts 9 verse 36

Lord of Heaven,
I rest underneath your mighty wings 

of love.
I dwell within your gentle heart.

I know there is healing in your touch.
Through the sufferings of Christ I can 

ask for restoration
And trust in your goodness.

You are my Lord, my Saviour,
My healer and my friend.

I dwell within your gentle embrace.
Amen.
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‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you.’

Peter had seen Jesus heal the paralysed (Luke 5.24). He also knew that Christ’s power was within him

to heal the sick. Take time to meditate and prayerfully consider the implications of Ephesians 3.16-21.

‘Get up and tidy up your mat.’ 

Aeneas was shown grace but he also had to

play his part. Christian maturity is an on-

going process of continually submitting to

God’s word and grace, allowing him to

become your total resource. Consider 2

Peter 1: 3-9.

Immediately Aeneas got up.

What words has God spoken into your life?

How did you respond, with immediacy? Are

there things you still need to act on?

…there was a disciple… who was 

always doing good and helping 

the poor.’ 

What are your gifts and how do you use

them?

…they sent two men to him and 

urged him, “please come at 

once.” 

Why did they send for Peter? What

exactly were they believing for? After all,

she was dead! (James 5: 13-16)

Peter went with them.   

Why do you think he went with them?

Imagine you are Peter in that room?

What would you be thinking?

This became known all over 

Joppa, and many people believed. 

In what ways do miracles validate God’s

mission and the man of God’s message?
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here
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• ‘God is the source of all that is good, therefore, we must keep a hunger for
‘the more’ that God has promised. A childlike approach to the miracle lifestyle
will keep us honest, humble and continually growing’ (Bill Johnson). Do you
agree with him?

• What was the greatest challenge you faced this week?
• Do you think that signs, wonders and miracles are important in advancing

God’s kingdom on earth today? If so, why don’t we see more?
• Are there steps we can take to build Christian communities that are more

effective in advancing God’s Kingdom? If so, what would they be?
• How can you ‘get up’ and put these things into practice and encourage one

another in doing so?

Lord, 

thank you for letting us work with you 

to share your joy with the world. 

Help us not take for granted the gift it is 

to share your gospel to the nations, and to our 

neighbours. 

Help us have eyes to see the needs around us

and to respond to those needs in joy and hope.

Thank you so much Lord for your love and care 

over us.

In Jesus’ Name.   

Amen.
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