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Acts 10:1-23 

Thisis a pivotal moment in salvationhistory aswe get to glimpseGodfulfilling his

kingdom promisesȬÔÏthe ends of the ÅÁÒÔÈȭ(Acts 1:8). Corneliusdiscoversthat

God always meets and satisfies those who hunger for him. Peter on the other

hand is confronted with his prejudice,religiosity and legalism,yet ashe yieldsand

trusts 'ÏÄȭÓrevelation, he witnesses untold blessing. Racial prejudice against

Gentiles went deep - from early childhood, gestures, turns of phrase and

whispered comments all helped to shape such views. Despite 'ÏÄȭÓplan of

choosingIsraeland through them blessingall the familiesof the earth (Genesis.12:

2-3), Israel had turned their election into favouritism; even passinglaws to keep

them physicallyseparatedfrom Gentiles.

God is gently showing Peter His love for all, regardlessof anything that might
divide. His journey has already begun but ÉÓÎȭÔcomplete; for he is residing in a
ÔÁÎÎÅÒȭÓhouse,somethinga Jew×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔhavecontemplated (Leviticus5:2) but as
a Christian,Peter finds the freedom to do so. However on the roof-top, Peter is
further challenged about ingrained intolerance that had been reinforced by
practice, teachingand tradition. Thesethings, if not dealt with, would stand in the
way of fully receivingandgiving'ÏÄȭÓgrace.

Ȭ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÃÁÌÌ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ 

'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÃÌÅÁÎȢȭ   

Acts 10 verse 15

Lord, teach me                                                                                                               

to do the little things as though they 

were great,                                                                                                                  

because of the majesty of Christ                                                                                             

who does them in me                                                                                                          

and who lives my  life.                                                                                                      

Teach me to do the greatest things                                                                                           

as though they were little and easy                                                                                          

because of your great power.

Amen
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He and his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 

need and prayed to God regularly

Corneliusstill ÄÉÄÎȭÔfully know Jesus(Acts 11.14) but is devout and givesgenerously. Do you know

others who are in a similarplace?Prayfor3ÐÉÒÉÔȭÓongoingwork of revelationwithin them.

He told them everything that 

happened and sent them to Joppa.

#ÏÒÎÅÌÉÕÓȭÓresponseis immediate obedience.

He also shows great wisdom in the men he

choseand the brief he gave them. What can

we learn from him?

Peter went up on the roof to pray.

What is your plan, in the midst of your busy

day, for not leaving the nurturing of your

interior-self to chance? When and where is

your quiet place?

Ȭ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÃÁÌÌ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ 

'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÃÌÅÁÎ Ȣȭ

Take time to be still and ask God what one

area of your inner person might He want to

challengeandchangeyour mind about?

Peter was still wondering about the 

ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÏÎȣ0ÅÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ 

thinking about the vision.

Taking time to hold mystery, not rushing to

quick conclusions,is all important. Allowing

the Spirit to work in our inner being, often

beyondwords, isnot alwayscomfortable.

Ȭ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÆÏÒ 

) ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÍȢȭ

The clarity comes with a risk, faith will be

required. When have you found yourself in a

similar place and stepped out in faith? What

did you learn? Is it time to step out again

today?

Then Peter invited the men into the 

house to be his guests.

Peter is crossingboundaries in asking these

Gentiles to stay under his roof! What

boundaries need crossing in your

neighbourhood?AskGodif there something

you could do to help?



for the group

as you gatherΧ

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  o n e

Å What inhibits the flow of grace in your life?Taketime to seekGod in a quiet
placethis week.

Å How did0ÅÔÅÒȭÓspiritual journeyspeakto you this week?
Å Have you ever experienced challenges to your faith that in time actually

turned out to be a rich blessing?
Å Godcould havecommunicatedthe gospel to Corneliusdirectly but heÄÉÄÎȭÔ.

Whydo you think he choseto do it the way he did?
Å In what waysdid0ÅÔÅÒȭÓroof visionpreparehim to go and meet Cornelius?
Å Sharewhere God is challenging you to step out in faith. Now pray for one

another.

Lord Jesus, 
the Bible reminds us of the dignity and equality of all people,                                                              

and you call us to love our neighbours as ourselves.
At the beginning of your ministry you read out loud 

from the prophet Isaiah, saying:                                                                                             
Ȭ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÌÉÂÅÒÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅÓȢȭ

Today we meet many people who are held captive in many different ways by 
being treated unfairly, 

or abused, taken for granted, 
overworked, looked down upon.

Be with us Lord; 
help to bring freedom by listening to your Spirit 

and by giving respect, support and encouragement.   
Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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Acts 10:24-48

Gandhionce decided to attend a Christianchurch in Calcutta, as he entered he was
stopped and told he×ÁÓÎȭÔwelcome as it was for high-caste Indiansand whites only.
He was neither high castenor white. How easilywe exclude those who areȬÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔȭȦ
Peter no longer viewed anyoneas inferior or ritually uncleanand immediately accepts
#ÏÒÎÅÌÉÕÓȭinvitation, now knowing Godis for everyone. AsPeter shares'ÏÄȭÓstory he
reminds them concerning what they knew about Jesusɀa message about God
becoming flesh in order to break the barriers that separatedhumankindfrom Godand
eachother; insteadof beingȬÄÅÖÏÕÔand God-ÆÅÁÒÉÎÇȭthey could actuallyshareintimacy
and friendship with Him.

Morally upright people need salvationjust asmuch asothers. Knowing GodÉÓÎȭÔabout

what we do,ÉÔȭÓabout Jesusand what he has done for you. Thosewho fall short are

never outside the reachof 'ÏÄȭÓgraceand good deedsare never good enough to gain

merit or earn 'ÏÄȭÓacceptance. )ÔȭÓall about accepting or rejecting what Christ

accomplishedon the crossand inhabiting his gracethat flows from it.

ȬI now realise how true it is that God 

does not show favouritism but accepts 

from every nation the one who fears 

ÈÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÅÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȢȭ

Acts 10 verse 34

God of promise,

you call us into a covenant

that binds us into your inclusive 

love;

yet we build walls that disturb

and disrupt this.

Lead us to a renewed understanding

of your promise to us,

that is never cancelled,

but which reconciles us to you,

through Christ.

Amen.
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Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close 

friends.

Asyou reflect, what do you learnfrom#ÏÒÎÅÌÉÕÓȭÓactions?

Ȭ3ÔÁÎÄ ÕÐȟȭ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ) ÁÍ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÍÁÎ 

ÍÙÓÅÌÆȢȭ  

Reflecton how the world tries to elevateself,

and contrast it with the humility of Peter as

he humbly demonstrates the radical way of

living out the gospelof Jesus.

ȬGod has shown me.ȭ  

Write down some things God has been
showing you. How might you further embed
them into daily living

God has heard your prayer and 

ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒȢȭ

What insights do you draw from this

statement?

Ȭ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 

God to listen to everything the Lord 

ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÕÓ ȭȢ

Hunger, anticipation, readiness and an

acknowledgement that God is there ɀhow

would you describe your fellowship

gatherings?

ȬThey have received the Holy Spirit 

ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅȢȭ

God had orchestrated these events,

individuals responded with obedience then

kingdom power broke in. Imagine you are

someone there and write down your

experience.

ȬSo he ordered that they be baptised 

in the name of Jesus Christ.ȭ

Barriers were tumbling down as God poured

mercy on this household. Peter was

courageous and knew he had to confirm its

reality visibly through the sacrament of

baptism. Wheremight you needcourage?
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¶ Discuss0ÅÔÅÒȭÓjourney. What haveyou learnt from observinghim?

¶ DiscussCornelius; are there lessonsto learnhere?

¶ Shareyour written reflections of being present in #ÏÒÎÅÌÉÕÓȭÓhome when

the Spirit came.

¶ Some believe that all religions are basicallythe same and they all lead to

God. In what ways would Corneliusand Peter disagreewith this point of

view?

¶ How would you describeyour fellowship gatherings?What might help draw

you corporately into a deeperplace?Praytogether.

Lord, we give you thanks                                                                                                     

for the assurance that                                                                                                       

the past can be left to your mercy,                                                                                          

the present to your love                                                                                                     

and the future to your providence.                                                                                           

Help us to grow more aware of your loving presence,                                                                          

that we may live more authentically                                                                                       

and proclaim by our words and actions                                                                                   

the good news of the fullness of your love.                                                                                  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.                                                                                     

Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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Acts 11: 1-30

Haveyou ever attempted to do a puzzlewhen the prompt picture is missing?You really

haveno idea,until complete, what the finishedpuzzlelooks like. Somethinglike this was

happeningamongst the first century Jews; a picture was forming that theyÈÁÄÎȭÔbeen

anticipating. TheMessiahÔÈÅÙȭÄlooked for was expected to wield political and military

power but Jesusis not like that. Theyalso fastidiously observed the law and are now

learning that righteousnesswith Godcomesthrough faith in JesusChristalone and not

law observance(Romans.3: 20-24). Thispicture puzzleis not working out asanticipated!

Jewishbelieversin Jerusalemwere still alignedto Jewishrequirementsand askPeter to
give account as they now see that ÈÅȭÓdefiled himself (v3). Notice, Peter gives an
explanation with humility; allowing them time to process. Knowing his culture and the
importance of having witnesses,he validates the evidence further by mentioning the
witnesses. Peter finally removesthe ȬÍÅandÙÏÕȭȟplacing the incident totally in'ÏÄȭÓ
hands.

Ȭ3Ï ÉÆ 'ÏÄ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÁÓ ÈÅ 

gave us, who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that 

) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÏÐÐÏÓÅ 'ÏÄȩȭ

Acts 11 verse 17

Father God,

as I bear the name Christian,

I pray that I may always reflect 

#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ

as one of the Messiah people.

Help me to respond to criticism with 

grace 

and a clear, calm explanation.

I give thanks for all those who have 

encouraged 

and influenced my journey this far.

Amen.


