week one

an unexpected vision Acts 10:23

God always meets and satisfies those who hunger for him. Peter on the other
hand is confronted with his prejudice, religiosity and legalism,yet as he yieldsand
trusts ' 1 A @v@lation, he witnesses untold blessing Racial prejudice against
Gentiles went deep - from early childhood, gestures, turns of phrase and
whispered comments all helped to shape such views. Despite' | AglaD of
choosinglsraeland through them blessingall the families of the earth (Genesid2
2-3), Israel had turned their election into favouritism; even passinglaws to keep
them physicallyseparatedfrom Gentiles

God is gently showing Peter His love for all, regardlessof anything that might
divide. His journey has already begun but E O kcanflete; for he is residing in a
OAT 1 hb@é 0methingalewx I O1 Aavezddtemplated (Leviticuss:2) but as
a Christian, Peter finds the freedom to do so. However on the roof-top, Peteris
further challenged about ingrained intolerance that had been reinforced by
practice, teaching and tradition. Thesethings, if not dealt with, would standin the
way of fully receivingand glvmg I Ag?)aéla

prayer Torf the Week ~
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T A EAO | AAA A1l AtAdlodne little things as though they
were great,

Acts 10 verse 15

because of the majesty of Christ
who does them in me
and who lives my life.
Teach me to do the greatest things
as though they were little and easy
because of your great power.

Amen




week one

reﬂection for each

He and his family were devout and Gedring; he gave genero

day

usly to those in

need and prayed to God regularly

Corneliusstill A E Afull§ how Jesus(Acts 1114 but is devout and gives generously. Do you know

r 3 b E Origang vbrk of revelationwithin them.

others who arein asimilarplace?Prayfo

He told them everything that
happened and sent them to Joppa.

#1 O1 Aledpdnéeds hmediate obedience
He also shows great wisdom in the men he
choseand the brief he gave them. What can
we learnfrom him?

Peter went up on the roof to pray.

What is your plan, in the midst of your busy
day, for not leaving the nurturing of your
interior-self to chance? When and where is
your quiet place?

Al
I AAA

IO AAII O
[

U
A

I A EAO
Taketime to be still and ask God what one

areaof your inner person might He want to
challengeand changeyour mind about?
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Peter was still wondering about the
i AATET C T &£ OEA OEO
thinking about the vision.

Taking time to hold mystery, not rushing to
quick conclusions,is all important. Allowing
the Spirit to work in our inner being, often
beyondwords, is not alwayscomfortable.
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The clarity comes with a risk, faith will be
required. When have you found yourselfin a
similar place and stepped out in faith? What
did you learn?ls it time to step out again

today?

£ en ReteginvitpdtipAnens oG
A A 1 hoysegto be his guests.

Peter is crossing boundariesin askingthese
Gentiles to stay under his roof! What
boundaries need crossing in  your
neighbourhood?Ask Godif there something
you could do to help?
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for the group

- you gathe)(;

A What |nh|b|ts the flow of gracein your Ilfe’PTaketlme to seekGodln aqwet

placethis week.

A Howdid0 A O Apbituajourney speakto you this week?

A Have you ever experienced challengesto your faith that in time actually
turned out to be arich blessing?

A Godcould have communicatedthe gospelto Corneliusdirectly but he AE AT 8
Whydo you think he choseto do it the way he did?

A Inwhat waysdid 0 A O Ao6f &ighon prepare him to go and meet Cornelius?

A Sharewhere God is challengingyou to step out in faith. Now pray for one

another.

Lord Jesus,
the Bible reminds us of the dignity and equality of all people,
and you call us to love our neighbours as ourselves.
At the beginning of your ministry you read out loud
from the prophet Isaiah, saying:
® EAOA AAAT OAT O O CEOA 1 EAA
Today we meet many people who are held captive in many different ways by
being treated unfairly,
or abused, taken for granted,
overworked, looked down upon.
Be with us Lord;
help to bring freedom by listening to your Spirit
and by giving respect, support and encouragement.
Amen.
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an unexpected event Acts 10:248

Gandhronce decrded to attend a Christian church in Calcutta as he entered he was
stopped and told he x A O WéldOme asit was for high-caste Indians and whites only.

He was neither high caste nor white. How easilywe exclude those who are O A E A£/&EA C
Peter no longer viewed anyone as inferior or ritually uncleanand immediately accepts

#1 O1 Anvitatr) Bow knowing Godis for everyone AsPetershares' | Asbof) he
reminds them concerning what they knew about Jesus z a message about God
becomingflesh in order to break the barriersthat separatedhumankindfrom Godand
eachother; instead of being® A A Gahd@®6d/EA A Qiey coudd actually shareintimacy

and friendship with Him.

Morally upright people need salvationjust as much as others. Knowing GodE O hbdud
what we do, E Caddt Jesusand what he has done for you. Thosewho fall short are
never outside the reachof ' 1 Agsaleand good deedsare never good enoughto gain
merit or earn ' T A &cCeptance ) Odll @bout accepting or rejecting what Christ
accompllshedon the crossand |nhab|t|ng his gracethat flows from it.
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®now reallse how true itis that God God of promrse,

does not show favouritism but accepts you call us into a covenant
from every nation the one who fears that binds us into your inclusive

EEIi AT A AT A0 xEAO EO OEQwas8 s
yet we build walls that disturb
and disrupt this.
Lead us to a renewed understanding
of your promise to us,
that is never cancelled,
but which reconciles us to you,
through Christ.
Amen.

Acts 10 verse 34




reflection for each

expecting them and had called together his relatives and close
friends.

BIREE

Cornelius was

O30AT A ODPhSE EA OAE A AO)AOR ATl (EADA £

i UOAIT &85 God to listen to everything the Lord
Reflecton how the world tries to elevate self, EAO ATTTATAAA UTC
and contrast it with the humility of Peter as Hunger, anticipation, readiness and an
he humbly demonstrates the radical way of acknowledgement that God is there z how
living out the gospelof Jesus would you describe your fellowship
gatherings?

They have receivgd thé HoI Spirit
EOOO AO xA EAC

PUA wiis e

@od has shown mé.

Write down some things God has been

showing you. How might you further embed God had orchestrated these events,

them into dailyliving individuals responded with obedience then
kingdom power broke in. Imagine you are
someone there and write down your
experience

God has heard your prayer and ®&o he ordered that they be baptised

OAlI ATl AAOAA Ui 60 c¢E A£OIDthabmeddsusEhrBtO8 6
What insights do you draw from this Barriers were tumbling down as God poured
statement? mercy on this household Peter was

courageous and knew he had to confirm its
reality visibly through the sacrament of
baptism. Wheremight you needcourage?
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week two

}for the group

gathe)(

1 Dlscusso A O ,ﬁommneyDWhathaveyou Iearnt from observinghim?

1 DiscusCornelius arethere lessonsto learn here?

§  Shareyour written reflections of being presentin# I OT A hoEé&whénO
the Spiritcame

1 Some believe that all religions are basicallythe same and they all lead to
God In what ways would Corneliusand Peter disagreewith this point of
view?

1 How would you describeyour fellowship gatheringsVhat might help draw
you corporately into adeeperplace?Praytogether.

Lord, we give you thanks
for the assurance that

the past can be left to your mercy,
the present to your love
and the future to your providence.
Help us to grow more aware of your loving presence,
that we may live more authentically
and proclaim by our words and actions
the good news of the fullness of your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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questlons and answers Acts 11-30

thought for‘

Haveyou ever attempted to do a puzzlewhen the prompt picture is mlssmg’Nou really
haveno idea, until complete, what the finished puzzlelooks like. Somethinglike this was
happeningamongst the first century Jews; a picture was forming that they E A A be@rO
anticipating. The MessiahO E A lddkdd for was expected to wield political and military
power but Jesusis not like that. Theyalso fastidiously observedthe law and are now
learning that righteousnesswith God comesthrough faith in JesusChristalone and not
law observance(Romans3: 20-24). Thispicture puzzleis not working out asanticipated!

Jewishbelieversin Jerusalemwere still alignedto Jewishrequirementsand ask Peterto

give account as they now see that E A @lefiled himself (v3). Notice, Peter gives an
explanation with humility; allowing them time to process Knowing his culture and the
importance of having withesses, he validates the evidence further by mentioning the
witnesses Peter finally removesthe O 1 @&d U1 ®@&dingthe incidenttotally in* T A8 C
hands

prayer. or he week?

o3t EA T A QAOA OEA OAlﬁwe@W% AG EA

gave us, who believed in the Lord as | bear the name Christian,
Jesus Christ, who was | to think that | pray that I may always reflect
) AT O1 A 1 BPI OA "1 Aegd #EOEOOOO | EA
as one of the Messiah people.
Acts 11 verse 17 Help me to respond to criticism with
grace

and a clear, calm explanation.
| give thanks for all those who have
encouraged
and influenced my journey this far.
Amen.
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