
thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

an unexpected vision

m o n t h  f o u r    w e e k  o n e

image for the week

Acts 10:1-23 

This is a pivotal moment in salvation history as we get to glimpse God fulfilling his

kingdom promises ‘to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8). Cornelius discovers that

God always meets and satisfies those who hunger for him. Peter on the other

hand is confronted with his prejudice, religiosity and legalism, yet as he yields and

trusts God’s revelation, he witnesses untold blessing. Racial prejudice against

Gentiles went deep - from early childhood, gestures, turns of phrase and

whispered comments all helped to shape such views. Despite God’s plan of

choosing Israel and through them blessing all the families of the earth (Genesis.12:

2-3), Israel had turned their election into favouritism; even passing laws to keep

them physically separated from Gentiles.

God is gently showing Peter His love for all, regardless of anything that might
divide. His journey has already begun but isn’t complete; for he is residing in a
tanner’s house, something a Jew wouldn’t have contemplated (Leviticus 5:2) but as
a Christian, Peter finds the freedom to do so. However on the roof-top, Peter is
further challenged about ingrained intolerance that had been reinforced by
practice, teaching and tradition. These things, if not dealt with, would stand in the
way of fully receiving and giving God’s grace.

‘Do not call anything impure that 

God has made clean.’   

Acts 10 verse 15

Lord, teach me                                                                                                               

to do the little things as though they 

were great,                                                                                                                  

because of the majesty of Christ                                                                                             

who does them in me                                                                                                          

and who lives my  life.                                                                                                      

Teach me to do the greatest things                                                                                           

as though they were little and easy                                                                                          

because of your great power.

Amen



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two

day sixday three

day sevenday four

w e e k  o n e

He and his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 

need and prayed to God regularly

Cornelius still didn’t fully know Jesus (Acts 11.14) but is devout and gives generously. Do you know

others who are in a similar place? Pray for Spirit’s ongoing work of revelation within them.

He told them everything that 

happened and sent them to Joppa.

Cornelius’s response is immediate obedience.

He also shows great wisdom in the men he

chose and the brief he gave them. What can

we learn from him?

Peter went up on the roof to pray.

What is your plan, in the midst of your busy

day, for not leaving the nurturing of your

interior-self to chance? When and where is

your quiet place?

‘Do not call anything impure that 

God has made clean .’

Take time to be still and ask God what one

area of your inner person might He want to

challenge and change your mind about?

Peter was still wondering about the 

meaning of the vision…Peter was still 

thinking about the vision.

Taking time to hold mystery, not rushing to

quick conclusions, is all important. Allowing

the Spirit to work in our inner being, often

beyond words, is not always comfortable.

‘Do not hesitate to go with them, for 

I have sent them.’

The clarity comes with a risk, faith will be

required. When have you found yourself in a

similar place and stepped out in faith? What

did you learn? Is it time to step out again

today?

Then Peter invited the men into the 

house to be his guests.

Peter is crossing boundaries in asking these

Gentiles to stay under his roof! What

boundaries need crossing in your

neighbourhood? Ask God if there something

you could do to help?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  o n e

• What inhibits the flow of grace in your life? Take time to seek God in a quiet
place this week.

• How did Peter’s spiritual journey speak to you this week?
• Have you ever experienced challenges to your faith that in time actually

turned out to be a rich blessing?
• God could have communicated the gospel to Cornelius directly but he didn’t.

Why do you think he chose to do it the way he did?
• In what ways did Peter’s roof vision prepare him to go and meet Cornelius?
• Share where God is challenging you to step out in faith. Now pray for one

another.

Lord Jesus, 
the Bible reminds us of the dignity and equality of all people,                                                              

and you call us to love our neighbours as ourselves.
At the beginning of your ministry you read out loud 

from the prophet Isaiah, saying:                                                                                             
‘I have been sent to give liberty to the captives.’

Today we meet many people who are held captive in many different ways by 
being treated unfairly, 

or abused, taken for granted, 
overworked, looked down upon.

Be with us Lord; 
help to bring freedom by listening to your Spirit 

and by giving respect, support and encouragement.   
Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

an unexpected event

w e e k  t w o

image for the week

Acts 10:24-48

Gandhi once decided to attend a Christian church in Calcutta, as he entered he was
stopped and told he wasn’t welcome as it was for high-caste Indians and whites only.
He was neither high caste nor white. How easily we exclude those who are ‘different’!
Peter no longer viewed anyone as inferior or ritually unclean and immediately accepts
Cornelius’ invitation, now knowing God is for everyone. As Peter shares God’s story he
reminds them concerning what they knew about Jesus – a message about God
becoming flesh in order to break the barriers that separated humankind from God and
each other; instead of being ‘devout and God-fearing’ they could actually share intimacy
and friendship with Him.

Morally upright people need salvation just as much as others. Knowing God isn’t about

what we do, it’s about Jesus and what he has done for you. Those who fall short are

never outside the reach of God’s grace and good deeds are never good enough to gain

merit or earn God’s acceptance. It’s all about accepting or rejecting what Christ

accomplished on the cross and inhabiting his grace that flows from it.

‘I now realise how true it is that God 

does not show favouritism but accepts 

from every nation the one who fears 

him and does what is right.’

Acts 10 verse 34

God of promise,

you call us into a covenant

that binds us into your inclusive 

love;

yet we build walls that disturb

and disrupt this.

Lead us to a renewed understanding

of your promise to us,

that is never cancelled,

but which reconciles us to you,

through Christ.

Amen.



day one

reflection for each day

day fiveday two
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day sevenday four

w e e k  t w o

Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close 

friends.

As you reflect, what do you learn from Cornelius’s actions?

‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man 

myself.’  

Reflect on how the world tries to elevate self,

and contrast it with the humility of Peter as

he humbly demonstrates the radical way of

living out the gospel of Jesus.

‘God has shown me.’  

Write down some things God has been
showing you. How might you further embed
them into daily living

God has heard your prayer and 

remembered your gifts to the poor.’

What insights do you draw from this

statement?

‘we are all here in the presence of 

God to listen to everything the Lord 

has commanded you to tell us ’.

Hunger, anticipation, readiness and an

acknowledgement that God is there – how

would you describe your fellowship

gatherings?

‘They have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have.’

God had orchestrated these events,

individuals responded with obedience then

kingdom power broke in. Imagine you are

someone there and write down your

experience.

‘So he ordered that they be baptised 

in the name of Jesus Christ.’

Barriers were tumbling down as God poured

mercy on this household. Peter was

courageous and knew he had to confirm its

reality visibly through the sacrament of

baptism. Where might you need courage?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t w o

• Discuss Peter’s journey. What have you learnt from observing him?

• Discuss Cornelius; are there lessons to learn here?

• Share your written reflections of being present in Cornelius’s home when

the Spirit came.

• Some believe that all religions are basically the same and they all lead to

God. In what ways would Cornelius and Peter disagree with this point of

view?

• How would you describe your fellowship gatherings? What might help draw

you corporately into a deeper place? Pray together.

Lord, we give you thanks                                                                                                     

for the assurance that                                                                                                       

the past can be left to your mercy,                                                                                          

the present to your love                                                                                                     

and the future to your providence.                                                                                           

Help us to grow more aware of your loving presence,                                                                          

that we may live more authentically                                                                                       

and proclaim by our words and actions                                                                                   

the good news of the fullness of your love.                                                                                  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.                                                                                     

Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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verse for the week prayer for the week

questions and answers

w e e k  t h r e e

image for the week

Acts 11: 1-30

Have you ever attempted to do a puzzle when the prompt picture is missing? You really

have no idea, until complete, what the finished puzzle looks like. Something like this was

happening amongst the first century Jews; a picture was forming that they hadn’t been

anticipating. The Messiah they’d looked for was expected to wield political and military

power but Jesus is not like that. They also fastidiously observed the law and are now

learning that righteousness with God comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone and not

law observance (Romans.3: 20-24). This picture puzzle is not working out as anticipated!

Jewish believers in Jerusalem were still aligned to Jewish requirements and ask Peter to
give account as they now see that he’s defiled himself (v3). Notice, Peter gives an
explanation with humility; allowing them time to process. Knowing his culture and the
importance of having witnesses, he validates the evidence further by mentioning the
witnesses. Peter finally removes the ‘me and you’, placing the incident totally in God’s
hands.

‘So if God gave the same gift as he 

gave us, who believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I to think that 

I could oppose God?’

Acts 11 verse 17

Father God,

as I bear the name Christian,

I pray that I may always reflect 

Christ’s life

as one of the Messiah people.

Help me to respond to criticism with 

grace 

and a clear, calm explanation.

I give thanks for all those who have 

encouraged 

and influenced my journey this far.

Amen.
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reflection for each day
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day sevenday four

w e e k  t h r e e

the circumcised believers criticized him
Criticism is never easy, especially when it comes from fellow believers. How might we as Christians

effectively handle such a situation? List some practical steps one might take.

Peter began explaining everything to 

them precisely as it had happened

Notice the place of reasoned thought rather

than feelings. Can we learn something here?

‘Do not call anything impure that 

God has made clean.’

Isaiah 55: 8-9 states that God’s ways are

different from ours. Do we ever have a

tendency to put God in ‘our box’? How might

we live differently?

‘As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

came on them'

Bold faith is necessary, for when we step out

in faith, God steps in. Where have you seen

and experienced this? How might you make

this a daily habit?

'Then I remembered what the Lord 

had said’

God’s actions never contradict his written

word. How might this be a useful guide on

our journey of faith?

'When they heard this, they had no 

further objections and praised God’

It took humility to back down and in doing so

unity was restored plus a deepening

revelation was embraced. Pray into any

areas where you witness division.

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to 

look for Saul, and when he found 

him, he brought him to Antioch
God never intends for us to do kingdom

work solely by ourselves, Barnabas went

looking for a co-worker. Who are your co-

workers? Give thanks for them. Is there

anyone else you should be working

alongside?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t h r e e

• Peter relates how an angel was in Cornelius’ home before his visit (verse 13)
and if an angel had been there, was it so wrong for him? Finally, he describes
how the Spirit fell (verse 15). So why do you think this story has been
repeated twice (Acts 10 & 11)?

• What changes when we view other Christians or people of other faiths from
God’s perspective?

• People from various backgrounds were receiving God’s message but this
resulted in a number of parties forming within the early church - these
factions may have arisen from a personal understanding of the gospel or
more self -serving reasons, or perhaps being fearful of consequences. Where
have you witnessed, colluded in, or experienced discrimination within the
church? Where have you experienced the fracture of a community you
belonged to?

• What were the barriers that hindered reconciliation?
• How can those barriers be broken down?
• What steps may you need to take to help accomplish this?

God of reconciliation,

through Christ you call us to a unity

that is not an option.

Yet we fall back tenaciously on our old ways:

conflict, division and fractured relationships.

Confront and convict us of this failure;

Break through the walls of our excuses,

and set us free to participate

in your ministry of reconciliation.

This we pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
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verse for the week prayer for the week

execution and escape

w e e k  f o u r

image for the week

Acts 12: 1-25

Once again, persecution and conflict lead the gospel forward. Herod Agrippa 1

was a member of the ruthless Herodian family; the Jews disliked him and to

keep in favour with them and to show his Roman rulers he wouldn’t tolerate

any potential political treachery, he had James killed. The Jews approved, so he

put Peter in prison to await the same fate but God intervened, using both

natural and supernatural means and Peter is released despite the church being

surprised by an answer to their prayers.

Our sovereign God will always accomplish his purposes. He’ll cause the chief

priests to choke as Saul of Tarsus, the violent Pharisaic persecutor, becomes

obedient to Christ, and Herod Agrippa to fail at killing off the church’s main

leadership and even become violently ill before dying. This type of drama is

what the church should expect when she fully lives her mission. Worshipping

solely Jesus whilst others worship idols and declaring Jesus to be your authority

and leader will offend those who desire position and power over you.

But the word of the Lord continued 

to increase and spread.

Acts 12 verse 24.

Lord grow my faith strong enough 

to allow you to undertake for me.

Help me to know that true faith is 

without qualification or limitation.

Help me to banish all doubt from my 

heart  

and to make unbelief a stranger there;   

so that what I ask from you will come 

to pass, 

for you promised our faith could move 

mountains.

Amen.
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w e e k  f o u r

Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him 

Intercession is rooted in intimacy with God – the Spirit enables us to have the mind of Christ and to

know the Father’s will and healing heart (1 Corinthians. 2:16; Psalm. 147:3; Romans. 12:2). Is this a

journey you could deepen?

‘get up!’ he said, and the chains fell 

off Peter’s wrists

Who needs their chains to fall away? Could

you intercede on their behalf?

Peter followed him out of the prison, 

but he had no idea that what the 

angel was doing was really 

happening'

We are often called to step out in faith without
complete clarity; hindsight can often produce
that. What do we discover and learn from
living this way?

‘You’re out of your mind’

Why do the believers find it difficult to

believe their prayers have been answered?

Have you ever found yourself in a similar

place?

‘It must be his angel’

Angels were part of Jewish thinking. Psalm

91:11-12; Matthew. 18:10 and Hebrews. 1:14 all

have something to say about them. How do

you view angels? Might perceptions be

distorted by modern folk-law?

[Herod] had been quarrelling with 

the people

When rulers do this it causes unrest, consider

and pray for people groups who find they are

in a similar situation today.

…. the word of God continued to 

spread and flourish.

Where have you seen God at work when you

have been facing difficulties?



for the group

as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  f o u r

• In conflict we may either pay a heavy price or witness an amazing deliverance
(James and Peter). What does this tell us about being faithful, completely
trusting Him and holding fast to all he has promised?

• How did Herod Agrippa attack the church and how did the church respond?
• Why is it sometimes difficult to believe God has answered our prayers?
• Describe the character of Herod Agrippa. What conflicts and contrasts, both

implicitly and explicitly, are drawn between the true King of Israel and Herod
Agrippa?

• Share some things you have learnt about walking in faith; then pray for each
other

O Lord,

You are the light that guides our feet.

You are the map that gives us direction.

You are the peace that makes us strong.

You are the leader whom we faithfully follow.

May your light illuminate our lives

And your guidance bring direction.

May we find inspiration in your word

And peace in our hearts as we follow you.

Amen.
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