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Jesus the prophet: 
challenging falsehood

w e e k  o n e

image for the week

Matthew 23:1-39.  

This teaching of Jesus can appear confrontational, yet robust language was
typical of how Rabbis (Jewish teachers) in those days challenged each other.
Nevertheless, this is clearly an impassioned attack upon the double standards
of those who were meant to be enabling and modelling the faith of others but
were instead dragging people down and preventing them from discovering the
Kingdom of God (v13-14).

Having entered the Temple precinct and overturned the tables of the money
changers (Matthew 21.12), Jesus’ authority was constantly being challenged by
the religious leaders and those in power (Matthew 22.15-33). Here Jesus hits
back, exposing the hypocrisy of those leaders and identifying himself with the
role of a prophet (v37) in challenging the powerful and their positions of
privilege (v2). Jesus, positions his prophetic role with that of a servant (v10-12),
exposing the rich and powerful from a position of weakness and humility.

You blind guides! You strain out a 
gnat but swallow a camel.

Matthew 23 verse 24

Lord, I am not the master of all 
things, nor the creator. 

But, I am your servant, your child, 
and your love. 

Help me reside in that place. 
Help me see my need and confess it 

to you. 
Help me be quick to look at myself 

when I am prone to look over to 
others. 

Thank you that you have wild and 
abundant grace for me. It will not 
cease. It will not end. It will not let 
me go. I ask you to restore me in 

fullness with you. Amen.
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‘Woe to you blind guides.’

Jesus describes those who love to connect

their words to the temple in order to claim

additional authority, rather than letting

their words and lives speak for themselves.

Does your use of language enhance your

authority or reveal the nature of Jesus?

‘But do not do what they do, for they do not practise what they preach.’

The ministry of Jesus is in sharp contrast to that of the religious leaders his criticises, because unlike
them, he puts his life where his words are. Unlike them, he ‘walks the walk’. Consider whether there
is a gap between what you say and believe and the way you live your life?

The greatest among you will be 
your servant.

Jesus contrasts those who love the title of
teachers, yet set a poor example
themselves. He challenges falsehood by
modelling a better way. How can you model
the way of Jesus to others?

‘On the outside you appear to people 
as righteous, but on the inside’

Jesus contrasts the outer appearance with
the inner reality of someone's life. It is easy to
cover up our real selves or true motives. Ask
the Holy Spirit to expose and heal your true
motives – to align your inner and outer life.

.

‘You kill the prophets and stone 

those sent to you.’

Jesus describes the lessons of Jewish history

where God’s prophets were rejected and

killed. Opposition for speaking out for God’s

Kingdom is inevitable. Pray about your own

current experience of opposition.

w e e k  o n e

‘But you have neglected the more 
important matters…justice, mercy 

and faithfulness.’
Jesus follows the example of the Old
Testament prophets (Isaiah 58.6) in calling for
right practice or lifestyle alongside right belief
or worship. What issues of injustice is God
calling you not to neglect?

‘You strain out a gnat but swallow 
a camel’

It is easy to overlook what is really
important and get our priorities wrong – to
take issue with details, yet ignore the bigger
picture. Are you choosing to fight the right
battles? Are you overlooking something
more important God wants to show you?
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• Where do you see hypocrisy today? THINK about hypocrisy in: i) the world
around us ii) in the church and faith community iii) in your own life? Why is
Jesus so condemning of hypocrisy?

• We are to minister from a position of humility and vulnerability – the way of
the servant (v11), exemplified and modelled by Jesus. The exercise of
‘power’ in Christian ministry is very important. There are two different sorts
of power – the type that seeks to coerce or impress and the type that seeks
to model or teach. How do you as a group exercise power over others? Are
you practising the way of a servant (Mark 9.35; John 13.1-17)?

• We can do the right things, yet for the wrong motives or in the wrong way
(v15). What truth Jesus might be seeking to expose here?

• Jesus wants us to be straight with people, not claiming external authority,
but allowing our lives and words to speak for themselves (Matt 5.33-37). He
also wants us to focus upon what matters the most (v24). How can we be
sure that we share God’s priorities and not just our own?

• God is not looking for the right religious words (Matt 7.21), pious worship
(Amos 5.21) or even our generous giving (v23) but for the way we live.
Consider what showing justice, mercy and faithfulness might mean for you?

Use the words of this hymn as a prayer:

God of Justice, Saviour to all
Came to rescue the weak and the poor
Came to serve and not be served
And Jesus, You have called us
Freely we've received now 
freely we will give
We must go, live to feed the hungry
Stand beside the broken, we must go
Stepping forward keep us from just singing
Move us into action, we must go

Fill us up, send us out
To act justly everyday
Loving mercy in every way
Walking humbly before You God
You have shown us what You require
Freely we've received now freely we 
will give.

Tim Hughes
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Matthew 11.20-12.21

Jesus doesn’t just bring a prophetic message, he embodies it. His actions and
his role ‘incarnate’ or make visible what He is about and what He came to
bring. His message, ministry and personality overlap (v27), so that the towns
that reject Him, reject His message and ministry (v20-24). He embodies the role
of a prophet, revealing his message through the way that he lives (v15-21).

His prophetic ministry doesn’t just point people towards God, it is associated
directly with God and His divine purposes. Those who accept Jesus find rest for
their souls (v25-30) – i.e. spiritual fulfilment. He is the Lord of the sabbath (v8)
and His Lordship is demonstrated by the signs and miracles (v13). As a result,
those who reject Jesus are rejecting God (v20), those who receive Him find
hope (v21) and those who do not, live without hope and are lost to God (v22).

Jesus the prophet: 
the man is the message

Come  to me, all of you who are 
burdened and I will give you rest.

Matthew 11 verse 28

Lord, here I am. 
You told me to seek Your face: and so, 

I am seeking Your face. 
I don’t know what it means, but I ask 

You to reveal Yourself to me. 
I need to know You personally,               

face-to-face: the real You, not some 
image I already have in my mind. 
So, here I am. Show me Yourself, 

because I need You. 
More than solutions, I need You. More 

than answers, more than guidance, 
more than blessing, more than 

anything, I need You. Just You. Here I 
am. Please, show me Yourself.

John Roberts - First Baptist Church, 
Sterling.
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‘Come  to me, all of you who are 

burdened and I will give you rest’

We are simple invited to ‘Come’ to Jesus. All

of us are burdened in one way or another.

What burdens do you need to bring to

Jesus in order to receive His ‘rest’?

Then Jesus began to denounce the cites

There are many stories associating Jesus with Capernaum. He taught there, performed many
miracles there and attracted much popular attention and admiration, yet even this didn’t apparently
bring about repentance and true discipleship. What should we learn from such a warning?

‘You have hidden these things from 
the wise and learned  and revealed 

them to little children’
Jesus’ message and ministry attract a mixed
reception. Openness, trust and simplicity
are more important than worldly wisdom?
What does child-like faith mean to you?

‘Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me…For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light’.

We are not promised a burden or yoke free
walk with Jesus. We all have struggles and
responsibilities to carry. What does Jesus
want to say you about the burdens you carry?

‘For the Son of Man is Lord of the 
sabbath.’

Laws and rules are important, but legalism
can obscure what such rules are intended to
promote in us. Jesus points to the spirit,
rather than the letter of the law. Where do
you see similar tensions in your life today?

‘Therefore it is lawful to do good on 

the Sabbath.’

‘Orthopraxis’ (right actions) matter as much

as ‘orthodoxy’ (right belief). How are your

actions as well as words, demonstrating the

Lordship of Jesus over your life?

A bruised reed he will not break

Humility, gentleness and vulnerability come

to the fore in these passages. Jesus is not

just bringing God’s message, he is

demonstrating God’s nature and priorities.

He puts His life where His words are. How

does your life connect with your words and

the ministry you exercise?

w e e k  t w o
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• Jesus is the man who fits no formula. Despite his apparent success and
popularity, He is more concerned with the faithfulness and change shown
in people’s lives (v23-24). What does this tell you about your own ministry?

• What ‘things’ have been committed to Jesus (v27)?
• What does Jesus’ invitation to ‘Come’ mean in this context (v28)? How can

this invitation be applied to the burdens that people are carrying today?
• We are not promised a life of ease or leisure, yet invited to share Jesus’

burdens (v29). What burdens/yokes are we invited to share with Jesus?
• Nothing is held back from the nature of God in the life of Jesus (v27) (see

also: Colossians 1.15). He is so much greater than both his message and His
ministry (v6) – He is greater than the Sabbath (v8) – He is the one in whom
we can place our hope (v21). His miracles are evidence of His Lordship, yet
can provoke a negative reaction (v14). Consider how we might process
people’s negative responses to the gospel.

• Jesus is closely identified with his message. Where His ministry is rejected,
He is rejected (v21); His invitation to faith is an invitation to come to Him
(v28); He is above any religious law (v8) or symbol (v6) and God’s Spirit is
identified with His ministry (v18). We cannot accept His teaching without
accepting Him and visa versa. What does this tell us about how we present
the gospel to others?

Lord God, when we see the ministry of Jesus, we glimpse the 
heart of the Father for a hurting world. 

Help us not to separate our words from our actions. 
Help us to be living stories and images of the gospel we proclaim. 
Help us to seek faithfulness rather than popularity or success and 

enable us to minister from a position of vulnerability with the 
heart of a servant, sharing the burdens of Jesus himself as we 

enable others to receive the invitation of Jesus to come and find 
their rest in Him.

Amen.
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Matthew 10.1-42.

Here we see the powerful mission movement of God. Jesus calls (come)
people to Himself and then sends them out (go), equipped to minister the
gospel and do the things that Jesus does. There was probably some
separation in time between the calling and sending. In Luke’s account, we
learn how the disciples later returned to Jesus and fed back the response to
their ministry (Luke 10.17). Jesus commissions His disciples with clear
instructions about where they are to go (v5), what they are to do (v7-8) and
how they are to conduct themselves (v9). He also guides them about their
priorities, time management and mission strategy (v11-15), about the
obstacles they will encounter (v16-23) and the spiritual resources to draw
upon that will sustain them in their task (v26-33). He also provides them with
an understanding of the bigger picture in which their ministry is set (v34-39),
namely the way of the cross. He also provides an understanding of what it
means to participate in His prophetic ministry (v40-42).

Jesus the prophet: 
calling disciples

He called his disciples to him and 
gave them authority

Matthew 10 verse 1

Living God, draw us deeper into 
your love; 

Jesus our Lord, send us to care and 
serve; 

Holy Spirit, make us heralds of good 
news. 

Stir us, strengthen us, teach and 
inspire us to live your love with 

generosity and joy, 
imagination and courage; 

for the sake of your world and in 
the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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‘take no bag for the journey’

Jesus encourages His disciples to travel

light and to rely on His provision for their

needs along the way. We are to live by

faith and be responsive to the changing

circumstances of where we find ourselves.

What do you learn from this?

He called his disciples to him and gave them authority

It was traditional for Jewish rabbis to attract an inner circle of learners or disciples to gather
around them in order to absorb and debate their teaching. Jesus gathers disciples or apprentices
not in an academic or cerebral way, but rather in order to send them out to embody and apply His
teaching. How is your learning about Jesus developed by doing His work?

‘Go rather to the lost sheep of 
Israel’

Jesus invites the disciples to ‘come’ to Him
in order that they might ‘go’ in His name
and with a clear sense of direction. Where
or to whom are you called to share the
good news of Jesus?

‘If the home is deserving, let your 
peace rest on it; if it is not, let your 

peace return to you.’
It was traditional to enter a house with the
greeting: ‘Shalom’ or peace. If this greeting
was not returned, there was no welcome
and no possibility of receiving the gospel.
Where do you find the gospel received best?

‘Be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves’

We are called to be well prepared and
focused, yet also open and flexible. How can
we combine worldly wisdom (shrewdness)
with other-worldly faith and vulnerability
(innocence)?

‘So don’t be afraid; you are worth 

more than many sparrows’

The phrase: ‘Do not fear/be afraid’ occurs

numerable times in the Bible. Consider why

we are encouraged to fear more for our

spiritual death than for our physical death?

‘Anyone who loves his father or 

mother more than me is not worthy 

of me.’

Jesus calls us to place allegiance to Him

before all other allegiances. What do you find

disturbing about this understanding; what do

you find inspiring or comforting about it?

w e e k  t h r e e



for the group
as you gather…

prayer for the group

continue the conversation

here

w e e k  t h r e e

• What do you understand by the idea of Jesus giving ‘authority’ to those He
calls to Him (v1) and sends out to proclaim the gospel? What strikes you
about the collection of different personalities/characters that Jesus calls
to be with Him?

• Jesus has a clear focus and strategy to impart to the disciples. How would
you summarise this strategy?

• Where are the responsive places in your local community in terms of the
good news of Jesus (v12-15)? Which people are responsive among your
friends?

• We are to trust in the Holy Spirit to lead and inspire us when we don’t
know what to do or say (v20). Share any experiences you have of being
given the words or wisdom to face a challenging situation.

• What is the ‘sword’ Jesus has come to bring (v34)?
• We are commissioned with the authority to go ‘in the name’ (which means

according to the character and purpose) of Jesus (v40). What hope does
this give you? What sense of confidence do you draw from this idea?

May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ go with you,
wherever He may send you.

May He guide you through the wilderness,
protect you through the storm.

May He bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders He has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing

once again into our doors.
Amen.
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Mark 10.13-45

Much of Jesus’ teaching was taken up with announcing the coming of God’s
rule or reign – His Kingdom. This idea was already known about, but was
associated with a political or military settlement involving the re-birth of a
fully independent Jewish nation. Therefore, Jesus had to dispel such
misapprehensions by describing a different sort of reign or Kingdom. This
Kingdom would be brought about from the bottom up, it would be so
simple that children would demonstrate how to receive it (v15), yet would be
so challenging that it would require the sacrificial redistribution of power
and wealth (v21, 23) and the total re-orientation of priorities (v29-30). This
Kingdom would require the letting go of power, rather than the seizing of it
(v39), imitating the way of a servant, rather than a master (v43-44), the way
of example - the way of the cross, rather than the way of political or military
power (v45).

Jesus the prophet: 
announcing the Kingdom

‘For the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give 

up his life for many.’

Mark 10 verse 45

So send me, Lord.
Send me to where you need me to 

represent your Kingdom.
Send me to bring Good News and 

the Holy Spirit to people that hunger 
for mercy and for love.

Let me give my money, my time, my 
talents as a sacrificial offering to 

you.
Prepare me, form me and fill me 

with your Spirit.
Clear away the obstacles and let me 
move forward in obedience and love
serving you and my neighbour in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
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‘How hard it is for the rich to enter 

the Kingdom of God.’

This is a challenging teaching. Think about

what our world today tells us about success

and money. Think about why such ideas

might prevent us from receiving what Jesus

wants to give us?

‘One thing you lack’ he said, ‘Go, sell 
everything you have and give it to 

the poor.’
Money was the stumbling block preventing
this young man from receiving the Kingdom.
What one thing do you lack that is preventing
you from fully embracing God’s Kingdom?

‘But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first.’

This upside Kingdom challenges our
expectation of power, success and
importance. Who are the ‘first’ and ‘most’
today and who are the ‘last’ and ‘least’?
What is Jesus trying to tell us here?

Again he took the Twelve aside and 
told them what was going to 

happen to him.
Jesus is constantly trying to manage the
expectations of the Twelve by prophesying
His humiliation and death. Why is Jesus
always challenging expectations?

‘Let one of us sit at your right and 

the other at your left in your glory.’

Despite Jesus’ efforts, the disciples are still

seeking after worldly power and glory.

Consider how the temptation to grasp

worldly power and glory works out in your

context today?

’Whoever wants to be great among 

you must be your servant.’

Jesus associates greatness with willingness

to serve and vulnerability. Where do you see

such greatness in your context? How can you

learn from those among you who serve?

w e e k  f o u r

‘anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.’

The Kingdom that Jesus came to announce and prophecy is an upside down Kingdom – turning on
it’s head all the usual expectations of power and entitlement. It is so simple and accessible that
children are our example of how to receive it. Consider how a child receives something. What can
this tell you about receiving God’s Kingdom?
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• What characteristics do children display that can provide an example
about how to receive the Kingdom (v15)?

• The rich, young man seems willing to learn more about inheriting eternal
life (v17) but really he wants to justify himself (v20). Despite that, Jesus
loves him (v21) and challenges him about the ‘one thing’ that is providing
an obstacle to prevent him from receiving the Kingdom. How can we
challenge people about what has to yield to God in order for them to
receive the fullness of His Kingdom? Why would his wealth prevent him
from receiving the Kingdom? What should our attitude be towards wealth
and money? What does his sadness tell us about his response?

• There has been much debate about this teaching (v25). Is it impossible, or
just very difficult? Why does our treatment of wealth matter so much?

• Jesus is prophesying an upside down Kingdom, where the rich and
powerful are last in the queue and the weak and vulnerable, provide the
moral lead. How does this contrast with what we see around us today?

• What does James and John’s question show about what sort of Kingdom
they were expecting (v37)? What lessons can we learn?

• What does Jesus’ teaching tell us about the power to bring about change?
What does it tell us about status? What does it tell us about the role of
service and the power of example?

Let your Kingdom come, O Lord.
Let it come amidst the acceptance of the young;

Let it come amidst the poverty of the downtrodden and overlooked;
Let it come amidst those who sacrifice themselves on behalf of others;

Let it come among those who suffer humiliation, indignity and the loss of life;
Let it come among those who take a step back in the queue for power;

Let it come among those who serve the needs of others;
Let it come among all who seek to follow the example of Jesus.

Let your Kingdom come, O Lord.
Amen.
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