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image for the week

Father God, thank you for your 
call to imagine a better future.           

A future where the poor are 
empowered, the lost are found, 
captives are set free, justice is 

embraced and goodness 
celebrated. 

Help us to work for such a future 
as we pray for your Kingdom to 
come and your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.                              
Amen.

The life of the prophet is never an easy path to follow. Walter Brueggemann

talks about the role of the prophet as re-imaging a different future shaped by

God’s divine activity. “The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, nourish, and

evoke a consciousness and perception alternative to the consciousness and

perception of the dominant culture around us.” For Jesus, this task was further

complicated by the challenge of familiarity as he chose to announce his

prophet message in his home town synagogue where he was well known (v24).

Jesus draws upon the writings of the prophet Isaiah who re-imagined a

renewed future for the nation of Israel as it sort to re-build its identity following

exile. For Jesus, the medium and the message are combined – this is a

prophetic message delivered by Jesus (v17), but it also finds its fulfilment in

Jesus (v21). No wonder there was such a hostile reaction (v28-29). As a result,

Jesus has to continue his prophetic call elsewhere (v30). The prophet is

frequently personally associated with their message – proclaiming not just an

idea to consider but a truth to live by.

the prophetic call Luke 4:13-30.

The Spirit of the Lord is on me 
because he has anointed me to 

preach good news.

Luke 4 verse 18
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day one

day two

day three

day four

day five

day six

day seven

Jesus retuned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit

Jesus’ prophetic ministry began after a time of dryness and testing in the wilderness. The Holy Spirit
is the chief agent in inspiring and urging the prophetic ministry and message. Have you ever felt,
nudged or emboldened to speak a prophetic message of encouragement or challenge?

He went to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up

Context is important in a prophetic ministry.
Where or to whom the ministry is directed,
is vitally important to how that ministry is
understood and received. Is the ministry of
the prophet just for Church (home town) or
also for the wider community?

The Spirit of the Lord is on me 
because He has anointed me

Recognising the anointing of the Spirit
upon a ministry or message can be
problematic. How can we know if the Holy
Spirit is anointing a ministry and how can
we tell when a personal agenda is in play?

To preach good news to the poor

Good news to the poor can mean less good
news to the rich and powerful. Sometimes
prophecy cuts two ways. Jesus’ message
clearly upset and angered his audience.
How can a prophetic ministry and message
seek to balance encouragement and
challenge?

To release the oppressed, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favour.
Ultimately prophetic ministry is always
about building up, rather than just tearing
down. Like a surgeon’s scalpel, it is meant
to being healing. How can we ensure our
message/ministry always bring healing?

All spoke well of him

When a message is seen as encouraging it
is easy to embrace, yet when it
challenges its hearers, it can provoke a
furious reaction. How can we grow to
receive a difficult and challenging
message without seeking to reject it?

He walked right through the 
crowd and went on his way.

Jesus doesn’t hang around to argue his
point. Prophecy isn’t a matter for
discussion, it is to be received and acted
upon. Therefore, humility and distance is
required. What other personal qualities are
called for in a prophet?
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Lord make Me an instrument of Your peace
Where there is hatred let me sow love.

Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.

Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.

Where there is sadness joy.
O Divine master grant that I may

Not so much seek to be consoled as to console
To be understood, as to understand.

To be loved. as to love
For it's in giving that we receive

And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned
And it's in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

• What does it mean to operate in the ‘power of the Spirit’ (v14)? How can we
ensure that the prophetic call is exercised with humility and love, and not
compromised by selfish gain, vanity or ambition? What are the dangers of
claiming the Holy Spirit’s authority for our own agendas? How can we
check out whether the Holy Spirit is anointing a message or not?

• What is the connection between a prophetic call and the scriptures (v17)?
How can we ensure that a prophetic ministry corresponds to the message
of scripture?

• What gospel values and principles underline the prophetic call of Jesus
(v18-19)? Why were the words of the prophet Isaiah so important to what
Jesus came to bring about?

• How can the Church become so compromised by the power structures of
the surrounding culture that it loses its ability to speak prophetically to
challenge the assumptions and structures of that culture? What examples
can you think of from recent history?

• What kind of backlash can a prophetic ministry provoke (v29)?
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All the believers were one  in heart 
and mind.

Acts 4 verse 32

May God bless us with tears,
To shed for those who suffer pain, 

rejection, hunger and war,
So that we may reach out your 

hand to comfort
and to turn their pain to joy.
And may God bless us with 

enough foolishness
To believe that we can make a 

difference in the world,
So that we can do what others 

claim cannot be done
To bring justice and kindness to all 

our children and the poor.
- A Franciscan Blessing -

A prophetic ministry and message that challenges the values and assumptions of
a prevailing culture, is also located in a prophetic lifestyle. Such a lifestyle
embodies and reinforces the alternative perspective described in the prophecy
(see: Mark 1.4-8). The prophetic ministry is enacted or lived out in a prophetic
lifestyle. This lifestyle offers both a critique of the prevailing culture as well as
modelling a new reality to be embraced and worked through as a sign and
symbol of God’s coming Kingdom.

The earliest followers of Jesus were identified with ‘a Way’ (Acts 9.2) – a lifestyle
before they were known as ‘Christians’ (a title associated with belief) and before
they were identified as ‘Church’ (a title associated with gathering together).
Here the early followers of Jesus display a common life – sharing together in
fellowship, prayer and worship but also sharing possessions and a common
purse. As an early Christian writer put it: ‘Share everything with your brother. Do
not say, 'It is private property'. If you share what is everlasting, should you not be
that much more willing to share things which do not last.’ (The Didache).

the prophetic lifestyle Acts 2.42-47; 4.32-37.the prophetic lifestyle
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They devoted themselves
The word translated as ‘devoted’ actually means continuing steadfastly. Reflect upon the devotion
or steadfastness of the early believers. What does being devoted or steadfast in modelling your life
upon the example of Jesus mean to you?

.. to the apostles teaching, and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer.

Consider what it means to break bread
together? What role does the sharing of
hospitality have to play in the sharing of
fellowship and building community? What
role should Holy Communion play?

Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to everyone in need.

The message about good news to the poor
was more than just good intentions and
words. Actions followed. Living generously
was at the heart of the gospel community.
How can we live generously today?

Every day they continued to meet 
together

The prophetic community didn’t just
practice what they preached, they were
accountable to each other - they met and
shared regularly. How can we make
ourselves accountable to others in the
ministry God has called us into?

…praising God and enjoying the 
favour of all the people? 

At this time the believers in Jerusalem
were a transparent community – their
good works and lifestyle were apparent to
all. How is transparency a safeguard
against error and false practice as well as
means to make Jesus’ message visible?

…they shared everything they had

Sharing a common life has been integral to
being part of a Christian community
throughout our history. However, not
everyone is called to express their
common life through the sharing of
possessions. What does sharing a common
life mean for you today?

All the believers were one in heart 
and mind

In a world and a Church that can appear so
divided, being united can appear
aspirational. What are the values that
unite us and how can orientating
ourselves around such values provide a
prophetic sign of unity for the world.
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I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,

rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing,

put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you,

or laid aside for you,
exalted for you,

or brought low for you;
let me be full,

let me be empty,
let me have all things,
let me have nothing:

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all 
things to your pleasure and disposal.

• What were the values and practices of the believers in Jerusalem that held
them together as a group? In what way were these values and practices
counter cultural to what took place around them and in what way are they
still a prophetic sign to our culture today?

• What do you understand by ‘breaking bread together’ (v42,46)? Reflect
upon the communal life of the small group you belong to. What role does
hospitality play in the life of that group? How is that common life
represented sacramentally? Do you receive Holy Communion/share the
Lord’s Supper together? What might such a practice mean for your group?

• How do you practice generous giving? How does such a practice offer a
prophetic critique of your surrounding culture?

• How do you seek the meet the practical and financial needs of others?
• Discuss your attitude to your possessions. Are there ways in which you

could share those possessions? What does the sharing of possessions say
prophetically to your surrounding culture?

And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

you are mine and I am yours.
So be it.

And the covenant now made on earth, 
let it be ratified in heaven.

The Methodist Covenant Prayer
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James 1.19-2.1

There are 3 James mentioned in the New Testament – the Son of Zebedee
(martyred cAD 44), son of Alphaeus (numbered among the apostles) and
James, the brother of Jesus. The latter received a personal visitation from
Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:7) and headed the church in Jerusalem. He is most likely
the author and was someone clearly closely connected to Jesus. He must
have been familiar with Jesus’ teaching and ministry and his letter closely
mirrors the teachings of Jesus found in the sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-
7) – acting as a commentary or practical outworking of those teaching with a
counter cultural prophetic edge and practical application.

The challenge to act and not just believe or speak runs through the letter. In
imagining a new, alternative future shaped by God’s divine intervention,
James outlines a practical workbook for followers of Jesus, challenging them
to participate in such an alternative future. As Walter Brueggemann writes:
“The teachings of Jesus, of course, cannot be separated from the actions of his
ministry…The teachings, like the actions, are shattering, opening, and inviting.
They conjure futures that had been closed off, and they indicate possibilities
that had been defined as impossibilities.”

the prophetic challenge

Do not merely listen to the word 
and so deceive yourselves,                        

do what it says.
James 1 verse 22

God of Justice, Saviour to all
Came to rescue the weak and the poor

Came to serve and not be served
And Jesus, You have called us

Freely we've received now freely we 
will give…

We must go, live to feed the hungry
Stand beside the broken, we must go
Stepping forward keep us from just 

singing
Move us into action, we must go.

Hymn: God of Justice
– Tim Hughes -
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he deceives himself and his 
religion is worthless.

Lack of self control over our words is a
sign of worthless or hollow rhetoric. The
careful use words can be used to bring
healing and glory to God. Are you in
control of what you say?

Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.

Active listening is a radical, political activity. Listening to God, to others and to our culture is the

starting point from which the gospel message is proclaimed. It allows us space to reflect, understand

and consider. Spent some time just listening to God – write down and pray about what comes to you.

Get rid of all moral filth and the evil 

that is so prevalent

What is God saying to you about your own

life and the moral choices you are making?

Bring those reflections to God in prayer and

pray for forgiveness and renewal.

Do not merely listen to the word…  

do what it says.

It is easy to become speakers of God’s

word, rather than doers of God’s word.

What is God saying to you at the moment

that you are finding hard to act upon?

the man who looks intently into 

the perfect law that gives freedom

We can often associate God’s law with

unfriendly or painful discipline, but it is

intended to liberate us from our

destructive and selfish tendencies. Reflect

upon God’s word as offering you freedom.

not forgetting what they have 

heard, but doing it.

Reflection should us lead to action. Being

a prophetic voice is both about words but

also actions. How can we bridge the gap

between what we want to see happen

and making it happen?

.

Religion that God our Father accepts 

as pure and faultless is this

James completes this sentence by speaking

about showing compassion to the weak and

poor and by living a holy life. Think about

what that might mean today and complete

the sentence in your own words.
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• The book of James was one of the last to be included in the New
Testament because its practical teaching about the need to put our faith
into action seemed to run contrary to Paul’s teaching about being saved by
our faith in Christ alone. How do you hold together the emphasis upon the
simple need to have faith and the need to put that faith into action? How
does the one correct the other? What is the difference between saving
faith and practical discipleship shown in actions?

• James is stressing the need for holy living (v21). What evil is ‘so prevalent’
today? How do we strike a balance between emphasising personal
holiness/morality and practical acts of compassion along with a
commitment to social justice?

• In a culture where there is a loss of religious literacy and vocabulary how
do people judge us? By our words or by our actions (v23)? If people read
our actions as much as our words, what priority should we give to
authentic Christian living as well as authentic or orthodox Christian belief?

• Look at Isaiah 58.3-8. This passage clearly has an influence upon James
teaching. What does this passage and James’ teaching suggest about how
God regards our religious life alongside our commitment to social justice?
Who are the widows and orphans (v27) in our society today and what can
we do to help them?

God of history, you share our joys and crushing sorrows
You hear the cries of the afflicted, 

you fill the hungry and you set free the oppressed.
The arms of your cross stretch out across the broken world in reconciliation

You have made peace with us; 
help us to make peace with you by sharing in your reconciling work

May we recognise your spirit disturbing and challenging us to care for creation 
and for the poor who most feel the effect of its abuse.

O Christ, the whole of creation groans, set us free and make us whole.
Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665757933603570/


thought for the week

verse for the week prayer for the week

w e e k  f o u r

image for the week

the prophetic renewal Revelation 21.1-4; 22.1-6

Then the angel showed me the 
river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal flowing from the throne of 

God

Revelation 22 verse 1.

The prophetic vision of the church is always earthed in the Biblical pictures of
creation being renewed. Isaiah envisaged a new created order (Isaiah 25; 6-8;
65:17-19) and here the author of Revelation draws upon such figurative
language where heaven, earth and Jerusalem are all renewed (v1-2). Jerusalem
represents the place of God’s presence among His people. No longer is God
separated from His people, but a new heaven and earth denote a new intimacy
between God and His people (v3). There is bridal language (v2) suggesting a
renewed intimacy between God and His people and a new human condition in
play which is released from suffering and pain (v4).

Chapter 22 resonates with Ezekiel’s vision of restoration and renewal flowing
like a river (Ezekiel 47). This vision also reflects the garden paradise of Eden
described in Genesis 2.10 where a river is the source of new life. Here is a big
picture of the renewal of nations (v2). These pictures are intended to inspire
the reader to look beyond the sufferings and limitations of their present
condition to a vision of a God who wants to bring about the healing, salvation
and reconciliation of all things (Colossians 2.20) in Christ.

Transform me, Lord in the flow of 
your renewing Spirit.

Let me flow from fear to hope
from isolation to community

from fragmentation to 
integration

from brokenness to wholeness
from enmity to friendship
from indifference to love
from Babylon to the new 

Jerusalem, 
that my life might be a sign of 
your future Kingdom breaking 

into a this present world.
Now and for ever. Amen.
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth

There is no BIGGER picture or prophetic vision than this. Here the ‘now’ is being transformed by the
‘not yet’ as God’s promise of healing and salvation is extended towards the whole of creation. This
picture is also controversial, for some it is a template for the ultimate destruction of creation whilst
for others is symbolises healing and restoration. Pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom today.

prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.

Our destiny is something glorious and
beautiful. Such a vision is hopeful and
transforming. What gives you hope about
the future? Pray about it.

Now the dwelling of God is with men 

The Bible begins and ends in the same way –
with a God longing for relationship with us.
Everything flows out of a renewed
relationship with God - the personal precedes
the social and political. Ask God to bring
about the transformation of the world
beginning with you?

There will be no more death or 
mourning or pain

Our destiny involves the end of suffering

and death. This describes the promise of
heaven. How can the idea of such a future
transform the way we approach suffering
and death?

On each side of the river stood the 
tree of life

The tree of life is a powerful symbol of
God’s life giving presence. The role of the
prophet is to reconnect us with this
presence. Ask God to fill you anew with
His Holy Spirit and His transforming
presence.

No longer will there be any curse

The curse of Eden (Genesis 3.14) is

reversed in Christ, God and humankind

are reconciled. God’s plan and our will are

aligned. Pray for reconciliation in the

world around you – among humankind

and between humankind and God.

the God of the spirit of the prophets 

sent His angels to show His servants 

the things that must take place.

The role of the prophet is to bring this vision

of heaven to earth – to cast the eternal into

the everyday. ASK God for a vision of His

eternal life and Kingdom.
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I determine, amid the uncertainty to 

trust you.

I choose to live beyond regret and let 

you recreate the tangled landscape of 

my life.

I believe you will provide for me.

I trust you in the light and in the 

darkness and know that all my times 

are in your hand.

I believe you for my future, chapter by 

chapter, until all our story together is 

written

• What do you most look forward to about Heaven? What ideas did you have
about heaven when you were a child? How have your ideas changed over
the years?

• Why is there no Temple in the new Jerusalem? What do you think will be
“new” (v5) and what will be the same as before? What pictures does the
Bible give us of heaven? (See: Matthew 13. 24-52).

• How do you respond to this utopian vision of a transformed future state? Is
it just ‘pie in the sky when you die’ or is something different in play?

• “It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they
have become so ineffective in this. Aim at heaven and you will get earth
thrown in: aim at earth and you will get neither.” C. S. Lewis. How should a
vision of heaven transform the way we see our mission upon the earth?

• Healing is part of the new created order (21.4; 22.2). How does this help us
to understand healing for us today? What does this suggest about why God
sometimes does not appear to heal?

Focus my mind and heart upon you. Help 

me to shake off weariness of spirit.

Appoint me to your task for me –

strengthen and bless me for it and teach 

me to live with eternity in view.

Tune my spirit to the music of heaven and 

somehow make my faltering obedience 

count for you.

Chris Neal

(Founder and inspiration for Apprentice)
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